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PREFACE 

In 19 6 7 ,  I completed a three year s tudy of S t .  Lucian Creole 

for the purpose of a doctora l d i s sertation submitted to the Uni ­

ver s i ty of the West I ndies . The degree awarded in 196 8 i s  decora­

t ively marked " in French" , for lingui stics was not then a separ­

ateJy es tabl ished d i s c ipline at U . W . I .  At the time of its comple­

tion , two publi shers expressed intere s t  in the d i s s ertati on but 

their interes t  did not reduce the i r  fees to the s cale of my pocket . 

I recall quite vividly that one of them quoted as my contribution 

to the cost of pub l i cation a sum that would have been nearly f i f ­

t e e n  t imes my gros s monthly income ! I n  retrospect , needless to say, 

the sum s eems modes t .  I doubt though whether publication at that 

time would have as sured the s tudy any greater fate than bookshe l f  

decoration or pas s ing reference in a few bibliographi es . 

I n  the intervening 16 years , the s tudy has been variously ig­

nored and plagiarised , been the s ource of a touristy s peaka- l ike-

da natives manual as wel l  a s  the bas i s  for a more solid course in 

St . Luci an for speakers of Ameri can Engl i s h . Its time has now come , 

I feel . St . Luci a  has evolved to the point where there i s  now an 

urgent neces s i ty for thi s s tudy to be made avai lab le to a wide audi­

ence . The likel ihood of a public pol i cy requiring the o f f i c i a l  use 

o f  Creole for adult education is high; the societal forces that 

have i nvi ted re-evaluation o f  the national heritage are more power­

ful now than in the days when the man who was "trying to make pa­

tois a language " was a cause for mi rth . 

Lingui s t i c  analys i s  has deve loped dramatically s ince the s tudy 

was written and the s tyle of analys i s  used is considerably dated . 

Wi thout embarras sment though , a minimum of change has been made in 

the text o f  the original s tudy . The edi tor and I agreed that re­

taining the type df analys i s  was itself important for h i storical 

( archiva l? ) reasons . This publi shed vers ion d i f fers from the orig­

ina l s tudy only in the fol lowing ways : 

1. The correction of a sma l l  number of errors in the ori ginal; 

2 .  The addition of a few explanatory footnotes; 
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3. The addi tion of a new chapter (Ch . 2 2 )  discuss ing the contem­

porary sociolingui stic s i tuat ion in Saint Luc i a; 

4 .  The updating of the bibliography relevant to the l anguage i n  

its  soci a l  context . 

The description that i s  presented was not undertaken as an ex­

erc i s e  in theoretical lingu i s t i c s  to test theories o f  grammar . I t  

was a n  attempt t o  analyse a var iety o f  Anti l lean French- lexicon 

Creole as a first s tep in understanding l anguage learning problems 

within the s chool system of st� Luc i a . The form of the analy s i s  

was mainly structura l i s t , f o r  t h e  Chomskyan revo lution had not yet 

taken hold in the Caribbean , ( despite Bai l ey 196 6 which , it w i l l  

be remembered , w a s  written at Columbia University ) . T h e  matter of 

dialect variation was not a focus of the analys is and thi s area 

remains a cha l l enge for another res earc her . 
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INTRODUCT ION 

0.1 G e o grap hy 

S i tuated between longitude s 6 0° 5 3 ' and 6 1 °0 5 ' We st and between 

latitudes 1 3°4 3 ' and 1 4° 0 7 ' North , St . Luc ia is one of the chain 

of i s l ands wh ich comprise the Le s se r  Ant i l l e s .  The island is sep­

arated from St . Vincent on the south by a me re 2 0  mi les and from 

the French i s land of Martin ique on the north by some 24 mile s . 

Its  total land area of 2 3 3  square m i l e s  i s  exceedingly mounta in­

ou s, the h i ghe s t  peak be ing Morne Gimie ( 3 , 1 4 5 ft . )  with several 

other peaks ranging between 2 , 0 0 0  ft . and 3 , 0 0 0  ft . According to 

the 1 9 6 0  Census, 
1 1 )  the popu lation stood at 8 6 , 1 0 8 persons of 

whom 6 8 . 8 %  were of African descent ; the mos t  recent e s t imate put 

the popu lat ion on the 1 s t January 1 966 at 1 0 1 , 0 0 0  person s . 1 2 )  The 

economy of the i s land is based on agr icu l ture and the ma j or ity of 

cu l t ivated land i s  devoted to the growing of bananas wh ich re­

placed sugar-cane during the 1 9 5 0 ' s .  St . Luc ia i s  shortly to be­

come an autonomou s state in a s soc iation with Great Britain . 

0 . 2 Hi s t o ry of c o l o n i za t i o n  

There i s  some disagreement over the ident ity of the European 

discoverer of St . Luc ia but discuss ion·of the point i s  not re l ­

evant t o  th i s  study . Suffice it t o  note that the i s land became 

known to European s not ear l ie r  than 1 49 8  and not later than 1 5 0 3 . 

Ment ion i s  made of the i s land under various spe l l ings in map s , 

dur ing the f ir s t  half of the 1 6 th century and according to Je s s e 1 3 l , 

the f i r s t  reference to the i s land in a document wou ld be in a 

Cedula of 1 5 1 1 .  Between the year s of 1 5 9 3  and 1 6 0 3  the i s land wa s 

v i s ited briefly by no fewer than three British ve s s e l s ,  but it 

was not unt i l  1 6 0 5  that a settlement wa s recorded . The 67  pa s s ­

enge r s  of the ship ' Ol iph Blos som ' en route t o  Gu iana , landed i n  

( 1 )  Eastern Caribbean Population Census 1960. ( Port-of-Spain, 1 96 0 ) . 

( 2 )  Thi s  figure is taken from a brochure pub l ished by the S t .  Lucia Government 
on the occas ion of the visit of H. M. the Queen . ( Castries , 1 96 6 ) . 

( 3 )  Jesse,  Rev . c .  The Amerindians in St. Lucia. (Castries , 1 96 0 ) . p .  2 .  
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the i s l and to seek the ir fortune after having grown weary of the i r  

j ourney . The C a r i b  inhab itant s soon as sured the ma j or i ty of them 

e ternal rest and the 1 9  survivo r s  set out in an open boat for 

the ir former de st inat ion . A few other abortive attempts preceded 

the eventual succ e s s  o f  the French We s t  India Company which e s tab­

l i shed a colony on the i s land i n  1 6 4 2 ,  thu s beginning S t . Luc ia ' s  

h i s tory a s  an overseas po s s e s s ion of European powe r s . But French 

and Br i t i sh spher e s  o f  commerc i a l  intere s t  c l a shed and the two 

power s  fought over the i s land with d i sconc erting regu l a r i ty be­

tween the years 1 6 6 4  and 1 8 0 3 . Dur ing that t ime every treaty 

awarded the i s land to France - Breda , 1 6 6 4 ; Aix- la -Chape l l e , 1 748 ;  

Par i s , 1 7 6 3 ;  Ver sa i l l e s , 1 7 8 3 ;  Amien s ,  1 8 0 2 . However ,  the capture 

o f  the i s l and by the B r i t i sh in 1 8 0 3  wa s ratified by the Treaty 

of Par i s  in 1 8 1 4  and ended further d i spute . 

0 . 2 . 1  Pre domi n a n c e  of t h e  Fre n c h  

Al though the i s l and changed hands so f requent ly , the ma j o r i ty 

of the settlers were French and the i r  inf luence was ensured by the 

annexation of the i s l and to i t s  neighbour , Mar t in ique , in 1 6 7 4 as 

a colony of the French Crown . A renewal o f  ho s t i l i t i e s  by the 

British in 1 7 2 3  resulted in the declared ' neutral i t y ' of  S t . Luc ia 

but th i s  c ircumstance served only to increase the f low o f  colon­

ists f rom Mart inique . French predominance was such , that in 1 8 0 3  

when Hood and Grin f i e l d  took S t . Luc i a , they thought i t  advi sable 

to i s sue a proc l amat ion a s suring the colon i s t s  that the laws of 

the i s land wo uld remain unchanged unt i l  H i s  Ma j e sty had s tated 

o therwi se . Indeed , it wa s only after several f a l s e  starts that 

the o f f i c ia l  language of the i s land ' s  court s  was changed to Eng ­

l i sh .  

The Gaze t t e  o f  the 2 8 th February , 1 8 3 8 ( 4 ) pub l i shed the pro­

c lamat ion o f  Governor Bunbury dec lar ing that Eng l i sh should be 

the only language to be used by advocate s in the Royal Court , 

but thi s  was revoked by the Governor - in-Chief two months later 

and d i s a l lowed by Her Ma j e s ty in June . The G aze t t e  o f  2 2nd Jan­

uary , 1 8 4 0  gave notic e : 

(4) Alleyne , K .  Memoir on the Constitutional Development of St . Lucia , 
(St. Luc ia 1950 ) . p .  12.  


