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Preface

The twenty-first century has witnessed an unprecedented transformation
in the way environmental issues are perceived and addressed. Coupled
with an escalating climate crisis characterised by rising temperatures,
extreme weather events, and the degradation of natural ecosystems, this
has prompted a re-evaluation of traditional security paradigms. In this
era of global challenges, the interplay between knowledge, governance,
and the relations between states (and non-state actors, alike) has never
been more critical. Scientists and policymakers agree that humanity is
approaching unfamiliar and uncharted territory, where the implications
of inaction could be disastrous. The increasing consensus that we are
facing a climate emergency is a result of rising global temperatures and
the increasing frequency of environmental challenges. In response, inter-
national organisations have started to define climate change as a security
issue, highlighting the necessity of swift and concerted action under the
SDGs. This book, Environmental Securitisation in India and China,
explores the complex interplay between environmental challenges and
security concerns in India and China, two of the world’s most popu-
lous and rapidly developing economies. This book seeks to illuminate the
intricate dynamics that shape our understanding of global environmental
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policy, particularly in the context of environmental governance, security,
and the evolving role of non-state actors.

The book brings together scholars, experts, and academicians to
analyse environmental securitisation in India and China comprehen-
sively. Through a multidisciplinary lens, the historical, political, and
social contexts that shape diverse approaches to environmental challenges
have been examined. The book is structured to facilitate a nuanced
understanding of the various dimensions of environmental securitisation,
including policy frameworks, institutional responses, and social changes.
The contributions within this volume are a testament to the rich tapestry
of thought that characterises contemporary scholarship in International
Relations, which draws from a wide array of theoretical frameworks and
empirical studies. With their contemporary and timeless ideas, the chap-
ters tackle the most critical issues of our day. This book gives readers a
thorough understanding of the complex subject of governance—covering
everything from the effects of climate change on international security
to the influence of epistemic communities on policy discourse. As we
embark on this intellectual journey, we must acknowledge the diverse
voices and perspectives that enrich this discourse, with the contributors
to this volume hailing from various academic backgrounds, regions, and
experiences. The insights serve as a reminder that no single discipline
or perspective holds the key to understanding the complexities of our
world. Instead, it is through collaboration and dialogue that we can forge
new pathways collectively towards effective governance and sustainable
solutions.

The book delves into the theoretical foundations of environmental
securitisation, exploring key concepts and frameworks that inform the
discourse. This grounding sets the stage for a deeper exploration of
the specific cases of India and China. The subsequent sections of the
book provide a detailed examination of the policies and initiatives under-
taken by both countries in response to environmental challenges. The
chapters highlight the role of government agencies, non-governmental
organisations, and civil society in shaping environmental policy and
action, exploring the impact of international agreements and collabora-
tions on national strategies, and emphasising the importance of global



PREFACE vii

cooperation in addressing transboundary environmental issues. In an
increasingly interconnected world, by examining the interactions between
state and non-state actors, this book highlights the importance of inclusive
governance and the need for collaborative approaches to address complex
global issues. The contributions also reflect a growing recognition of
the role of non-state actors in shaping environmental policy, espe-
cially the involvement of environmental non-governmental organisations
(ENGOs), business groups, etc.

This creates interlinkages for diverse perspectives and innovative solu-
tions, often challenging the status quo and advocating for marginalised
voices. One of the central themes that emerges from the contributions
is the urgent need for a paradigm shift in approaching environmental
governance. As climate change continues to pose existential threats
to ecosystems and human societies, traditional governance models are
proving inadequate. The book calls for reimagining the relationship with
the environment, emphasising the importance of sustainability, resilience,
and social justice.

This shift requires innovative policy solutions and a fundamental
change in the values and priorities of a global community. In addition
to addressing environmental challenges, the book also explores the inter-
sections of security and governance. The concept of security has evolved
significantly in recent decades, expanding beyond traditional military
concerns to encompass a broader range of issues, including human secu-
rity, environmental security, and economic stability. The book engages
with these evolving definitions and discourses of security, highlighting
the need for holistic approaches that recognise the interconnectedness of
various threats and vulnerabilities.

As we navigate the complexities of the twenty-first century, we must
recognise that the solutions to our most pressing issues often lie at
the intersection of diverse disciplines, perspectives, and practices. The
challenges posed by climate change and environmental security are not
confined to national borders; they are global issues that require collec-
tive action and innovative solutions. As the human civilisation stands at
a critical juncture in history, the lessons drawn from the experiences of
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India and China can inform our collective efforts to build a more resilient
and sustainable future for all. This book serves as a timely contribution
to the ongoing discourse on environmental securitisation, not merely as
an academic exercise but as a call to action. The book offers valuable
insights, and we hope that it can serve as a valuable resource for scholars,
policymakers, practitioners, and anyone interested in the intricate rela-
tionships between knowledge, governance, and International Relations.

The shortcomings remain entirely ours.

Chennai, India Joe Thomas Karackattu
Justin Joseph

Ramnath Reghunadhan
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About This Book

This book examines how emerging environmental challenges are situated
within existing International Relations (IR) theoretical understandings of
‘security’. Although securitisation has been studied by various scholars,
environmental securitisation in Global South polities (with case studies)
still remains an under-researched area despite its increasing significance in
earth system governance and planetary security. As governments in the
Global South undertake policy interventions to mitigate the impact of
increasing climatic changes and yearn to achieve human-nature harmony,
one can observe similar patterns of responses chiefly due to ecology-
economy dichotomy in these states and their societies. In this context,
this book brings to the readers various aspects of theory and prac-
tice of state interventions in the form of environmental securitisation in
the Global South majorly under four themes (encompassing theory and
policy processes). The themes explicate connections between environment
and International Relations theory, securitisation in developing countries,
state society and the environment in India and China and lastly, public
participation and environmental policymaking. The scholarship presents a
comprehensive and coherent overview on the politics of securitisation in
India and China, two prominent economies in the Global South. Faculty
and researchers who work on non-Western International Relations theory
and non-traditional security threats, policy practitioners and experts in
environmental policymaking, students of IR and Comparative Politics,
chiefly, will benefit from this book.
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CHAPTER 1

Environmental Securitisation in India
and China: An Overview

Justin Joseph , Joe Thomas Karackattu,
and Ramnath Reghunadhan

Abstract Securitisation framework of the Copenhagen School in Interna-
tional Relations Theory has widely been applied to study policy processes
aimed at environmental security, however, in the developed liberal democ-
racies of the Global North. Non-Western polities such as India and China
also attempt to securitise their environmental sector due to emerging
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