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The importance of sustainable development has been realized for at least 60 years,
even though the vast majority of people erroneously think this concept originated
with the Brundtland Commission report of 1987 on Our Common Future. In spite of
at least six decades of existence, we only have some idea as to what is NOT sustain-
able development rather than what is. SpringerBriefs on Case Studies of Sustainable
Development identify outstanding cases of truly successful sustainable development
from different parts of the world and analyze enabling environments in depth to
understand why they became so successful. The case studies will come from the
works of public sector, private sector and/or civil society. These analyses could be
used in other parts of the world with appropriate modifications to account for different
prevailing conditions, as well as text books in universities for graduate courses on this
topic. The series of short monographs focuses on case studies of sustainable develop-
ment bridging between environmental responsibility, social cohesion, and economic
efficiency. Featuring compact volumes of 50 to 125 pages (approx. 20,000—70,000
words), the series covers a wide range of content—from professional to academic—
related to sustainable development. Members of the Editorial Advisory Board: Mark
Kramer, Founder and Managing Director, FSG, Boston, MA, USA Bernard Yeung,
Dean, NUS Business School, Singapore.
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Book Description ®

Check for
updates

This case book is a collection of poverty alleviation cases in China, cross-referencing
with cases overseas.

Through analysing the different strategies carried out to address the key specific
pain-points at the focal regions and villages, via the effort and collaboration of key
stakeholders, the book provides an overview of how Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) by the United Nations could be achieved. While ‘No Poverty’ is the first goal
in the SDGs, the innovative poverty alleviation approaches demonstrated in these
cases had tackled more than just one single goal—with solutions towards multiple
dimensions of environmental or social issues.

The academic team has carried out further research and analysis based on the
solid ground of the International Poverty Reduction Centre in China (IPRCC) cases.
The book is structured in two aspects: in the microscopic view, detail of the focal
poverty condition and its corresponding solution and impact will be studied; in the
macroscopic perspective, it is to identify the insights how the learning could be
adopted in other areas with similar condition.

We are very grateful to the IPRCC and Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation for their
support to this project.

Evolution from Original Case Reports

The cases are based on the documents from IPRCC. They are well written, infor-
mative and have served the reporting purpose on the achievements of the successful
poverty alleviation cases of different scenarios in China. These forms the primary
data for this case book.
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