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Preface

Ship-to-Ship transfers for oil tankers involve the transfer of oil or petroleum products
between two oil tankers while they are floating side by side at sea. This method is used
for various reasons such as transferring oil cargo between larger and smaller tankers, trans-
ferring oil in areas where port facilities are limited, or transferring oil between tankers to
optimise shipping routes. It is a common practice in the oil and gas industry to efficiently
move oil from one vessel to another without the need to dock at a port. Ship-to-Ship
transfers for oil tankers are typically carried out using specialised equipment and fol-
lowing strict safety protocols. Essentially, the Ship-to-Ship transfer process is usually
conducted by:

• Preparation: both oil tankers involved in the transfer need to be properly positioned
next to each other at a safe distance. Crew members from both vessels will prepare for
the transfer operation

• Mooring: mooring lines and fenders are used to secure the two tankers together to
ensure they remain stable during the transfer process

• Hoses and equipment setup: specialised hoses and equipment are used to connect the
oil transfer systems of both tankers. These hoses are often equipped with emergency
release mechanisms for safety

• Pumping: oil is pumped from one tanker to the other using high-capacity pumps. Flow
rates and pressures are carefully monitored to prevent spills or accidents

• Monitoring and safety: throughout the transfer process, crew members on both tankers
closely monitor the operation for any signs of leakage, overflows, or other potential
hazards. Contingency plans are in place in case of emergencies; and

• Completion and disconnection: once the transfer is complete, the hoses are discon-
nected, and equipment properly stowed. Both tankers then resume their voyages.
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vi Preface

It is important to note that ship-to-ship transfers for oil tankers require careful planning,
coordination, and adherence to safety regulations to mitigate the risks associated with
handling oil at sea.

This book provides an outline of the Ship-to-Ship transfer process, and how ship’s
masters and officers can conduct this inherently dangerous activity safely.
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