
ibidemibidem

SOVIET AND POST-SOVIET POLITICS AND SOCIETY
Edited by Dr. Andreas Umland

Serghei Golunov

The Elephant in the Room
Corruption and Cheating in Russian Universities

Serghei Golunov’s study provides the first comprehensive survey of 
the wide range of corruption and cheating practices in Russian higher 
education, including bribery, financial fraud, clientelism, plagiarism, 
exam cheating, and similar activities. 
Based on in-depth academic research into—as well as insider know-
ledge of—the Russian higher education system, Golunov uncovers, in 
a first step, recent social trends that have created a favourable ground 
for the steep growth of such malpractices during the last two decades. 
He details, in a second step, the various types of academic corruption 
in Russia and evaluates the efficiency of measures taken against mal-
practices and fraud by various actors. 
Although corruption and cheating are so wide-spread in most Russian 
universities that the real value of their diplomas is very questionable, 
these problems are prioritized neither by higher education managers 
nor by foreign actors such as partner universities, participants of the 
Bologna process, or the authors of global university rankings.
Golunov’s book will help Russian and foreign actors to address more 
adequately the various challenges facing the current Russian higher 
education system and provide a starting point for comparative explora-
tions of corruption practices in the post-Soviet academic landscape.

The author:
Serghei Golunov, born 1973, Cand. Sc. Hist., Dr. 
Sc. Pol., studied in Volgograd and Moscow as well 
as Nizhniy Novgorod. Novgorod. He previously 
taught at Volgograd State University, and is cur-
rently a Visiting Professor of the Slavic-Eurasian 
Research Center of the Hokkaido University (Sap-

poro, Japan), as well as a member of the Program on New Approaches 
to Research and Security in Eurasia (PONARS-Eurasia, based at the 
Elliott School of International Affairs of George Washington University, 
Washington, DC). His publications include the monographs The Rus-
sia-Kazakhstan Border: Security and International Cooperation Issues 
(Volgograd University Press, 2012) and EU-Russian Border Security: 
Challenges, (Mis)Perceptions, and Responses (Routledge, 2012) as 
well as about 150 articles and policy papers.

ibd

SPPS
132

G
ol

un
ov

   
   

   
   

Th
e 

E
le

ph
an

t i
n 

th
e 

R
oo

m
: C

or
ru

pt
io

n 
an

d 
C

he
at

in
g 

in
 R

us
si

an
 U

ni
ve

rs
iti

es

ISBN: 978-3-8382-0570-0



Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and Society (SPPS)         Vol. 132 
ISSN 1614-3515 
 

General Editor: Andreas Umland,  
Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, umland@stanfordalumni.org 

Commissioning Editor: Max Jakob Horstmann,  
London, mjh@ibidem.eu 

 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE* 
DOMESTIC & COMPARATIVE POLITICS 
Prof. Ellen Bos, Andrássy University of Budapest 
Dr. Ingmar Bredies, FH Bund, Brühl 
Dr. Andrey Kazantsev, MGIMO (U) MID RF, Moscow 
Dr. Heiko Pleines, University of Bremen 
Prof. Richard Sakwa, University of Kent at Canterbury 
Dr. Sarah Whitmore, Oxford Brookes University 
Dr. Harald Wydra, University of Cambridge 
SOCIETY, CLASS & ETHNICITY 
Col. David Glantz, “Journal of Slavic Military Studies” 
Dr. Marlène Laruelle, George Washington University 
Dr. Stephen Shulman, Southern Illinois University 
Prof. Stefan Troebst, University of Leipzig 
POLITICAL ECONOMY & PUBLIC POLICY 
Prof. em. Marshall Goldman, Wellesley College, Mass. 
Dr. Andreas Goldthau, Central European University 
Dr. Robert Kravchuk, University of North Carolina 
Dr. David Lane, University of Cambridge 
Dr. Carol Leonard, University of Oxford 
Dr. Maria Popova, McGill University, Montreal 

FOREIGN POLICY & INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
Dr. Peter Duncan, University College London 
Dr. Taras Kuzio, Johns Hopkins University 
Prof. Gerhard Mangott, University of Innsbruck 
Dr. Diana Schmidt-Pfister, University of Konstanz 
Dr. Lisbeth Tarlow, Harvard University, Cambridge 
Dr. Christian Wipperfürth, N-Ost Network, Berlin 
Dr. William Zimmerman, University of Michigan 
HISTORY, CULTURE & THOUGHT 
Dr. Catherine Andreyev, University of Oxford 
Prof. Mark Bassin, Södertörn University 
Prof. Karsten Brüggemann, Tallinn University 
Dr. Alexander Etkind, University of Cambridge 
Dr. Gasan Gusejnov, Moscow State University 
Prof. em. Walter Laqueur, Georgetown University 
Prof. Leonid Luks, Catholic University of Eichstaett 
Dr. Olga Malinova, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Prof. Andrei Rogatchevski, University of Tromsø 
Dr. Mark Tauger, West Virginia University 
Dr. Stefan Wiederkehr, BBAW, Berlin 

 

ADVISORY BOARD* 
Prof. Dominique Arel, University of Ottawa 
Prof. Jörg Baberowski, Humboldt University of Berlin 
Prof. Margarita Balmaceda, Seton Hall University 
Dr. John Barber, University of Cambridge 
Prof. Timm Beichelt, European University Viadrina 
Dr. Katrin Boeckh, University of Munich 
Prof. em. Archie Brown, University of Oxford 
Dr. Vyacheslav Bryukhovetsky, Kyiv-Mohyla Academy 
Prof. Timothy Colton, Harvard University, Cambridge 
Prof. Paul D’Anieri, University of Florida 
Dr. Heike Dörrenbächer, DGO, Berlin 
Dr. John Dunlop, Hoover Institution, Stanford, California 
Dr. Sabine Fischer, SWP, Berlin 
Dr. Geir Flikke, NUPI, Oslo 
Prof. David Galbreath, University of Aberdeen 
Prof. Alexander Galkin, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Prof. Frank Golczewski, University of Hamburg 
Dr. Nikolas Gvosdev, Naval War College, Newport, RI 
Prof. Mark von Hagen, Arizona State University 
Dr. Guido Hausmann, University of Freiburg i.Br. 
Prof. Dale Herspring, Kansas State University 
Dr. Stefani Hoffman, Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
Prof. Mikhail Ilyin, MGIMO (U) MID RF, Moscow 
Prof. Vladimir Kantor, Higher School of Economics 
Dr. Ivan Katchanovski, University of Ottawa 
Prof. em. Andrzej Korbonski, University of California 
Dr. Iris Kempe, “Caucasus Analytical Digest” 
Prof. Herbert Küpper, Institut für Ostrecht Regensburg 
Dr. Rainer Lindner, CEEER, Berlin 
Dr. Vladimir Malakhov, Russian Academy of Sciences 

Dr. Luke March, University of Edinburgh  
Prof. Michael McFaul, US Embassy at Moscow 
Prof. Birgit Menzel, University of Mainz-Germersheim 
Prof. Valery Mikhailenko, The Urals State University 
Prof. Emil Pain, Higher School of Economics, Moscow 
Dr. Oleg Podvintsev, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Prof. Olga Popova, St. Petersburg State University 
Dr. Alex Pravda, University of Oxford 
Dr. Erik van Ree, University of Amsterdam 
Dr. Joachim Rogall, Robert Bosch Foundation Stuttgart 
Prof. Peter Rutland, Wesleyan University, Middletown 
Prof. Marat Salikov, The Urals State Law Academy 
Dr. Gwendolyn Sasse, University of Oxford 
Prof. Jutta Scherrer, EHESS, Paris 
Prof. Robert Service, University of Oxford 
Mr. James Sherr, RIIA Chatham House London 
Dr. Oxana Shevel, Tufts University, Medford 
Prof. Eberhard Schneider, University of Siegen 
Prof. Olexander Shnyrkov, Shevchenko University, Kyiv 
Prof. Hans-Henning Schröder, SWP, Berlin 
Prof. Yuri Shapoval, Ukrainian Academy of Sciences 
Prof. Viktor Shnirelman, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Dr. Lisa Sundstrom, University of British Columbia 
Dr. Philip Walters, “Religion, State and Society”, Oxford
Prof. Zenon Wasyliw, Ithaca College, New York State 
Dr. Lucan Way, University of Toronto 
Dr. Markus Wehner, “Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung” 
Dr. Andrew Wilson, University College London  
Prof. Jan Zielonka, University of Oxford 
Prof. Andrei Zorin, University of Oxford 

* While the Editorial Committee and Advisory Board support the General Editor in the choice and improvement of manuscripts 
for publication, responsibility for remaining errors and misinterpretations in the series’ volumes lies with the books’ authors. 



Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and Society (SPPS) 
ISSN 1614-3515 
 

Founded in 2004 and refereed since 2007, SPPS 
makes available affordable English-, German-, 
and Russian-language studies on the history of 
the countries of the former Soviet bloc from the 
late Tsarist period to today. It publishes be-
tween 5 and 20 volumes per year and focuses 
on issues in transitions to and from democracy 
such as economic crisis, identity formation, civil 
society development, and constitutional reform 
in CEE and the NIS. SPPS also aims to high-
light so far understudied themes in East Europe-
an studies such as right-wing radicalism, reli-
gious life, higher education, or human rights 
protection. The authors and titles of all previ-
ously published volumes are listed at the end of 
this book. For a full description of the series and 
reviews of its books, see  

www.ibidem-verlag.de/red/spps. 

Editorial correspondence & manuscripts 
should be sent to: Dr. Andreas Umland, 
DAAD, German Embassy, vul. Bohdana 
Khmelnitskoho 25, UA-01901 Kyiv, Ukraine. 
e-mail: umland@stanfordalumni.org 

Business correspondence & review copy 
requests should be sent to: ibidem Press, 
Leuschnerstr. 40, 30457 Hannover, Germany; 
tel.: +49 511 2622200; fax: +49 511 2622201; 
spps@ibidem.eu. 

Authors, reviewers, referees, and editors 
for (as well as all other persons sympathetic 
to) SPPS are invited to join its networks at 
www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=52638198614 
www.linkedin.com/groups?about=&gid=103012
www.xing.com/net/spps-ibidem-verlag/ 

Recent Volumes 

123 Nicole Krome 
 Russischer Netzwerkkapitalismus  
 Restrukturierungsprozesse in der  
 Russischen Föderation am Beispiel des  
 Luftfahrtunternehmens "Aviastar" 
 Mit einem Vorwort von Petra Stykow 
 ISBN 978-3-8382-0534-2 

124 David R. Marples 
 'Our Glorious Past' 

 Lukashenka‘s Belarus and the Great Patriotic War 
 ISBN 978-3-8382-0574-8 (Paperback edition) 
 ISBN 978-3-8382-0675-2 (Hardcover edition) 

125 Ulf Walther  
 Russlands "neuer Adel" 

 Die Macht des Geheimdienstes von Gorbatschow bis Putin 
 Mit einem Vorwort von Hans-Georg Wieck 
 ISBN 978-3-8382-0584-7 

126 Simon Geissbühler (Hrsg.)  
 Kiew – Revolution 3.0 
 Der Euromaidan 2013/14 und die Zukunftsperspektiven der 

Ukraine 
 ISBN 978-3-8382-0581-6 (Paperback edition) 
 ISBN 978-3-8382-0681-3 (Hardcover edition) 

127 Andrey Makarychev  
 Russia and the EU in a Multipolar World 
 Discourses, Identities, Norms 
 With a foreword by Klaus Segbers 

 ISBN 978-3-8382-0629-5 
 
128 Roland Scharff  

 Kasachstan als postsowjetischer Wohlfahrtsstaat 
 Die Transformation des sozialen Schutzsystems 
 Mit einem Vorwort von Joachim Ahrens 
 ISBN 978-3-8382-0622-6 

129 Katja Grupp  
 Bild Lücke Deutschland 
 Kaliningrader Studierende sprechen über Deutschland 
 Mit einem Vorwort von Martin Schulz 
 ISBN 978-3-8382-0552-6 

130 Konstantin Sheiko, Stephen Brown  
 History as Therapy  
 Alternative History and Nationalist Imaginings in  
 Russia, 1991-2014 
 ISBN 978-3-8382-0665-3 

131 Elisa Kriza  
 Alexander Solzhenitsyn: Cold War Icon, Gulag Author, 

Russian Nationalist? 
 A Study of the Western Reception of his Literary Writings, 

Historical Interpretations, and Political Ideas 
 With a foreword by Andrei Rogatchevski 
 ISBN 978-3-8382-0589-2 (Paperback edition) 
 ISBN 978-3-8382-0690-5 (Hardcover edition) 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Serghei Golunov 

 

 

THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM 
 

Corruption and Cheating in Russian Universities 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ibidem-Verlag 
Stuttgart 



  

Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek  
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der 
Deutschen Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im 
Internet über http://dnb.d-nb.de abrufbar. 
 
Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; 
detailed bibliographic data are available in the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de. 
 

Cover picture:  Banksy art exhibit "Barely Legal" in Los Angeles, 16 September 2006. The exhibition 
featured this live "elephant in a room," painted, which, according to leaflets handed out at 
the exhibition, was intended to draw attention to the issue of world poverty. Author: Bit Boy. 
Source: Wikimedia.commons. Licensed under CC BY 2.0. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

ISSN: 1614-3515 
 

ISBN-13: 978-3-8382-6570-1 

 
© ibidem-Verlag 

 

Stuttgart 2014 
 

Alle Rechte vorbehalten 
 

Das Werk einschließlich aller seiner Teile ist urheberrechtlich geschützt. Jede Verwertung 
außerhalb der engen Grenzen des Urheberrechtsgesetzes ist ohne Zustimmung des Verlages 

unzulässig und strafbar. Dies gilt insbesondere für Vervielfältigungen,  
Übersetzungen, Mikroverfilmungen und elektronische Speicherformen sowie die  

Einspeicherung und Verarbeitung in elektronischen Systemen. 
 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval 
system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means (electronical, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise) without the prior written permission of the publisher. Any person who does any unauthorized act 

in relation to this publication may be liable to criminal prosecution and civil claims for damages. 

  



 

5 

 

 

 

To the “silent heroes” of the Russian higher education system: to those 

ordinary university teachers who managed to preserve their integrity 

despite low salaries, pressures from higher authorities, and other unfa-

vourable circumstances. 
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