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About This Book

Although teaching any grade or subject is demanding, teaching in the elementary
grades is particularly challenging. If you are like most elementary teachers, you
are responsible for teaching more than one subject, you teach students whose
abilities and personalities vary widely, and you are held accountable for student
performance on several standardized tests. Add to this your daily routines of
effectively managing a classroom of energetic children as well as interacting with
colleagues, administrators, and parents and guardians, and your day is full.

Written for classroom teachers of grades K–5, The Elementary Teacher’s Book
of Lists is designed to provide you with information on a wide range of topics that
you can use to enhance your lessons, manage your classroom responsibilities, and
create an environment in which learning flourishes. The book contains 273 lists,
divided into six sections:

• Section 1: Reading (41 lists)
• Section 2: Writing (59 lists)
• Section 3: Mathematics (63 lists)
• Section 4: Science (50 lists)
• Section 5: Social Studies (35 lists)
• Section 6: General Reference for Elementary Teachers (25 lists)

The lists serve a variety of purposes. You may find many suitable to use as
reproducibles to support your instruction, and you may use others for background
information on specific topics or to generate supplementary materials for your
students. Each list is written in clear, easy-to-read language, and may be used
with students of various grades and abilities, enabling you to utilize the materials
in a manner that best satisfies your students’ needs. Every list concludes with a
‘‘Did you know?’’ that offers one last fact or observation about the information
presented in the list. Finally, where applicable, the lists are cross-referenced
so that you can refer to related lists to expand topics and provide additional
information.

We trust the lists that follow will provide you with useful information, support
you in planning and instruction, and help you to manage your school day more
effectively. Our best wishes to you for a wonderful year.

Gary Robert Muschla
Judith A. Muschla

Erin Muschla
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Section 1

Reading

The ability to read predicts a student’s future success not only
in school but in life as well. Reading is the foundation for all
other subjects and disciplines. It opens the doors to countless
discoveries and opportunities.
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List 1.1 Long Vowels and Spellings

Vowels are speech sounds that typically form the central sound of syllables. The
letters a, e, i, o, u, and sometimes y represent the main vowels in the English
alphabet. The following list contains common spellings of those sounds and
example words.

The long a /ā/ has several spellings, including:

a: lady, basic, vacation
ai: main, claim, wait
ay: say, play, maybe

a-consonant-e: ate, name, space

ei: eight, neighbor, freight

ey: hey, prey, they

The long e /ē/ has several spellings, including:

e: we, me, she
ea: east, weak, flea
ee: see, keep, knee
e-consonant-e: these, complete,

concrete

ie: field, brief, piece
i-consonant-e: police, routine,

vaccine
y: memory, scary, very

The long i /-ı/ has several spellings, including:

i: idea, title, lion
igh: might, sigh, highway
i-consonant-e: fire, five, wide

ey: eye, eyelid, eyesight
uy: buy, guy, buyer
y: try, cycle, reply

The long o /ō/ has several spellings, including:

o: go, hello, open
oa: coat, goal, oak

ow: owe, snow, bowl
o-consonant-e: hope, nose, spoke

The long u /u/ has several spellings, including:

u: pupil, menu, human

ue: fuel, value, rescue

eau: beauty, beautiful, beautician

u-consonant-e: use, cube,
confuse

Did you know? Students who are well versed in phonics tend to be competent
readers.

See List 1.2, Short Vowels and Spellings; List 1.3, Special Vowel Sounds and Spellings;
List 1.4, Vowels and a Final E.

2 The Elementary Teacher’s Book of Lists
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List 1.2 Short Vowels and Spellings

Unlike long vowel sounds that sound like the letters they represent, short vowel
sounds are not as distinct. Most young students easily recognize the long /ā/ in
ate, yet many have trouble recognizing the short /ı̆/ sound in drink as opposed to
the short /ŭ/ sound in cup. The following list can add some clarity.

Short a /ă/: pass, at, after, that, man, stand

Short e /ě/: end, gem, held, help, went, kept
Note: The short e sound may also be spelled ea as in bread and ai as in

said.

Short i /ı̆/: will, miss, into, sip, big, thin

Short o /ŏ/: body, hot, rock, stop, clock, top

Short u /ŭ/: under, up, study, jump, sun, much
Note: The short u may also be spelled o as in mother.

Did you know? Most short vowel sounds are spelled with one letter.

See List 1.1, Long Vowels and Spellings; List 1.3, Special Vowel Sounds and Spellings;
List 1.4, Vowels and a Final E.

Reading 3
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List 1.3 Special Vowel Sounds and Spellings

When they think of vowel sounds, most students think of long vowel sounds and
short vowel sounds. There are others. Depending on dialect, English has about
twenty distinct vowel sounds. Some of the most common of these other vowel
sounds are shown in the following list.

Vowels Affected by R

The /âr/ sound has several spellings, including:
ar: vary
are: spare
air: flair

The /är/ sound is often spelled ar: far
The /ı̂r/ sound has several spellings, including:

ear: near
eer: cheer
er: serious
ier: pierce

The /ôr/ sound can be spelled:
ar: warm
or: force

The /ûr/ sound has several spellings, including:
er: herd
ear: search
ir: sir
ur: burst
or: world

Diphthongs

The /oi/ sound can be spelled:
oi: oil
oy: boy

The /ou/ sound can be spelled:
ou: out
ow: plow

Double O Sounds

The /oo/ sound can be spelled:
oo: soon
u: truth

4 The Elementary Teacher’s Book of Lists
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List 1.3 continued

The / �oo/ sound can be spelled:
oo: good
u: put

Broad O

The /ô/ sound has several spellings, including:
o: long
al: false
au: author
aw: saw
oa: broad
augh: caught
ough: bought

Schwa

The / e/ sound has several spellings, including:
a: ago
e: happen
o: original

The / e/ and l sound can be spelled:
al: final
el: marvel
il: pencil
le: table
ul: awful

The / e/ and r sound can be spelled:
er: water
or: motor

Did you know? Y can be both a vowel sound and a consonant sound. At the
beginning of a word, y is a consonant as in yes, but in the middle or end of a
word, y is a vowel as in cycle and funny.

See List 1.1, Long Vowels and Spellings; List 1.2, Short Vowels and Spellings; List 1.4, Vowels
and a Final E.
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List 1.4 Vowels and a Final E

When a word ends in e, the preceding vowel often has a long sound. Following
are examples of words that demonstrate the Final E Rule.

A Words I Words O Words U Words
tape kite cope cube
hate hide robe tube
came prime hope cute
scrape slide rode use
same ripe globe fuse
fate fine code mule
rage shine slope dude

There are exceptions to the Final E Rule, including many words that end in
ce, le, re, se, and ve.

CE Words LE Words RE Words SE Words VE Words
voice apple are horse give
office single before house shove
dance circle sure else love

There are other exceptions that do not fall into the above categories, some of
which include large, gone, ledge, fudge, and one.

Did you know? Over the centuries, English has absorbed thousands of words
from many different languages. One result of this is phonics rules that are
riddled with exceptions.

See List 1.1, Long Vowels and Spellings.
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