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Pref ace 

The Who's Who in Fluorescence 2006 is the 4̂ ^ volume of the Who's who 
series. The previous three volumes (2003 - 2005) have been very well received indeed, 
with lOOO's of copies being distributed around the world, through conferences and 
workshops, as well as through internet book sites. 

In the last 3 years a great many of you have sent comments and suggestions, we 
thank you all. We have tried to accommodate many of these into the new 2006 volume. 
This new 2006 volume features some 366 entries from no fewer than 36 countries. We 
have received 48 new entries this year, and deleted 62 entries that were not updated by 
contributors from past years. Some older entries were also retained by the editors. In 
addition, we have a continued strong company support, which will enable us to further 
disseminate the volume in 2006. In this regard we especially thank the instrumentation 
companies for their continued support, where without their financial contributions; it is 
likely that the volume would not be the success it is today. 

We introduced a new author publication statistic into the 2005 volume, the 
Author Impact Measure (AIM) number. While voluntary, this number is intended to 
reflect an author's progress in past years. The AIM number simply summates the impact 
number (from the ISI database) of Journals published in, in that year, multiplied by the 
frequency of those publications. From those who chose to participate, we can see most 
impressive AIM numbers, in some instances, greater than 70 for an individual year. Last 
year, some 37 AIM numbers were submitted and listed, this year, the number submitted 
has risen to 88. 

Finally, we would like to thank Caroleann Aitken for both the architecture and 
the typesetting of the entire volume in a timely fashion. Thanks also go to Aaron 
Johnson and Kate Davis at Springer, for helping to make this volume possible, many 
thanks. 

Dr Claris D. GeSaeS; 
Dr Joseph R. Lakowkz^ 
Mitmore^ USA. 
October 2005. 
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