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Introduction

N 
ikon. The name has been associated with top‐flight photography 
equipment for generations. And the introduction of the D7200 has only 

enriched Nikon’s reputation, offering all the control that a diehard photog-
raphy enthusiast could want while providing easy‐to‐use, point‐and‐shoot 
features for the beginner.

In fact, the D7200 offers so many features that sorting them all out can be 
more than a little confusing, especially if you’re new to digital photography, 
SLR photography, or both. For starters, you may not even be sure what SLR 
means or how it affects your picture‐taking, let alone have a clue about all 
the other techie terms you encounter in your camera manual — resolution, 
aperture, white balance, and so on. If you’re like many people, you may be so 
overwhelmed that you haven’t yet ventured beyond Auto‐everything mode, 
which is a shame, sort of like treating yourself to a luxury sports car and then 
never driving faster than 30 mph.

Therein lies the point of Nikon D7200 For Dummies. Through this book, you 
can discover not just what each bell and whistle on your camera does but 
also when, where, why, and how to put it to best use. Unlike many photogra-
phy books, this one doesn’t require any previous knowledge of photography 
or digital imaging to make sense of things, either. In classic For Dummies 
style, everything is explained in easy‐to‐understand language, with lots of 
illustrations to clear up any confusion.

In short, what you have in your hands is the paperback version of an in‐depth 
photography workshop tailored specifically to your Nikon picture‐taking 
powerhouse.

A Quick Look at What’s Ahead
This book is organized into four parts, each devoted to a different aspect of 
using your camera. Although chapters flow in a sequence that’s designed to 
take you from absolute beginner to experienced user, I’ve also tried to make 
each chapter as self‐standing as possible so that you can explore the topics 
that interest you in any order you please.
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Here’s a brief preview of what you can find in each part of the book:

✓✓ Part I: Fast Track to Super Snaps: Part I contains three chapters to help 
you get up and running. Chapter 1 guides you through initial camera 
setup, shows you how to adjust camera settings, and walks you through 
the process of taking your first pictures using Auto exposure mode. (Yes, 
I dissed Auto mode in the first part of this introduction, but with the tips 
provided in Chapter 1, you can take darned good pictures in Auto mode 
until you’re ready to move on to more advanced options.) Chapter 2 
introduces you to other exposure modes and also explains basic picture 
options such as Release mode, Image Size (resolution), Image Quality 
(JPEG or Raw), and Image Area (DX or 1.3x). Chapter 3 advances your 
skills another level by showing you how to use the built‐in flash and how 
to modify flash lighting to get professional‐looking results.

✓✓ Part II: Beyond the Basics: Chapters in this part help you unleash the 
full creative power of your camera by detailing advanced picture‐taking 
features. Chapter 4 covers the critical topic of exposure; Chapter 5 
explains how to manipulate focus and depth of field; and Chapter 6 dis-
cusses color controls. Chapter 7 summarizes techniques explained in 
earlier chapters, providing a quick‐reference guide to settings and strat-
egies that work well for portraits, action shots, landscape scenes, and 
close‐ups. Chapter 8 shifts gears, moving from still photography to HD 
movie recording with your D7200.

✓✓ Part III: After the Shot: This part offers two chapters, both dedicated 
to tasks you do after you press the shutter button. Chapter 9 explains 
picture playback, providing details on such tricks as magnifying the 
onscreen image, changing the display to reveal shooting data, and 
choosing which pictures you want to view. Chapter 10 topics include 
hiding, deleting, and protecting photos, downloading images to your 
computer or to a tablet or smartphone, processing Raw files, and pre-
paring pictures for online sharing.

✓✓ Part IV: The Part of Tens: In famous For Dummies tradition, the book 
concludes with two top‐ten lists containing additional bits of infor-
mation and advice. Chapter 11 details options for customizing your 
camera, including changing the function of some buttons and entering 
a copyright notice that the camera embeds into your files. Chapter 12 
covers the photo‐editing tools found on the camera’s Retouch menu and 
also shows you how to use the Effects exposure mode to add effects to 
movies and photos as you record them. To close out the book, I show 
you how to use your smartphone or tablet as a wireless shutter‐release 
unit, connect the camera to an HDTV so that you can view your work on 
a large screen, and create a slide show featuring your best work.
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Icons and Other Stuff to Note
If this isn’t your first For Dummies book, you may be familiar with the large, 
round icons that decorate its margins. If not, here’s your very own icon‐
decoder ring:

The Tip icon flags information that will save you time, effort, money, or some 
other valuable resource, including your sanity. Tips also point out techniques 
that help you get the best results from specific camera features.

When you see this icon, look alive. It indicates a potential danger zone that 
can result in much wailing and teeth‐gnashing if ignored. In other words, this 
is stuff that you really don’t want to learn the hard way.

Lots of information in this book is of a technical nature — digital photography 
is a technical animal, after all. But if I present a detail that is useful mainly for 
impressing your technology‐geek friends, I mark it with this icon.

I apply this icon either to introduce information that is especially worth 
storing in your brain’s long‐term memory or to remind you of a fact that may 
have been displaced from that memory by another pressing fact.

Additionally, I need to point out these details:

✓✓ Other margin art: Replicas of some of your camera’s buttons and 
onscreen symbols also appear in the margins of some paragraphs. 
I include these to provide a reminder of the appearance of the button 
or feature being discussed.

✓✓ Camera menu selections: Many camera functions require you to work 
your way through a series of menu screens. For example, to access 
the option that enables you to use your camera flash to trigger remote 
flash units, you have to display the Custom Setting menu, choose the 
Bracketing/Flash submenu, and then choose the option named Flash 
Cntrl for Built‐In Flash. To conserve space, I sometimes present these 
menu sequences like so: Choose Custom Setting > Bracketing/Flash > 
Flash Cntrl for Built‐in Flash.

✓✓ Software menu commands: In sections that cover software, a series of 
words connected by an arrow also indicates options that you choose 
from menus. For example, if a step tells you to “Choose File➪Convert 
Files,” click the File menu (at the top of the program window) to unfurl it 
and then click the Convert Files command on the menu.
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Beyond the Book
If you have Internet access, you can find a bit of extra content online, includ-
ing this book’s Cheat Sheet.

✓✓ The Cheat Sheet contains a quick‐reference guide to critical camera 
functions. Log on, print it out, and tuck it in your camera bag for times 
when you don’t want to carry this book with you. (As another option, 
you can also purchase this book in digital form so that you can access it 
from whatever device you use to read e‐books.)

www.dummies.com/cheatsheet/nikond7200

✓✓ In addition, a few articles offer additional advice about your camera and 
photography in general. For example, you can find an article about cus-
tomizing Picture Control settings, which affect picture color, contrast, 
and sharpness.

www.dummies.com/extras/nikon

Practice, Be Patient, and Have Fun!
To wrap up this preamble, I want to stress that if you initially think that digi-
tal photography is too confusing or too technical for you, you’re in very good 
company. Everyone finds this stuff mind‐boggling at first. So take it slowly, 
experimenting with just one or two settings or techniques at first. Then, 
every time you go on a photo outing, make it a point to add one or two more 
shooting skills to your repertoire.

I know that it’s hard to believe when you’re just starting out, but it really 
won’t be long before everything starts to come together. With some time, 
patience, and practice, you’ll soon wield your camera like a pro, dialing in the 
necessary settings to capture your creative vision almost instinctively.

So without further ado, I invite you to grab your camera, a cup of whatever it 
is you prefer to sip while you read, and start exploring the rest of this book. 
Your D7200 is the perfect partner for your photographic journey, and I thank 
you for allowing me, through this book, to serve as your tour guide.

http://www.dummies.com/cheatsheet/nikond7200
http://www.dummies.com/extras/nikon
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In this part . . .
	 ✓	 Familiarize yourself with the basics of using your camera, from 

attaching lenses to navigating menus.

	 ✓	 Find step‐by‐step instructions for point‐and‐shoot photography 
in Auto mode.

	 ✓	 Try out Live View shooting and customize the Live View 
display.

	 ✓	 Find out how to select the shutter‐release mode, exposure 
mode, Image Size (picture resolution), and Image Quality (file 
type, JPEG or Raw).

	 ✓	 Discover options available for flash photography in different 
exposure modes.



First Steps, First Shots
In This Chapter

▶▶ Preparing the camera for its first outing

▶▶ Getting acquainted with basic camera features

▶▶ Viewing and adjusting camera settings

▶▶ Setting a few basic preferences

▶▶ Taking a picture in Auto and Auto Flash Off modes

S  
hooting for the first time with a camera as sophisticated as the Nikon 
D7200 can produce a blend of excitement and anxiety. On one hand, 

you can’t wait to start using your new equipment, but on the other, you’re a 
little intimidated by all its buttons, dials, and menu options.

Well, fear not: This chapter provides the information you need to 
start getting comfortable with your D7200. The first section 
walks you through initial camera setup. Following that, 
I explain how to view and adjust picture settings and 
offer my take on some basic setup options. At the end 
of the chapter, I walk you step‐by‐step through taking 
your first pictures using Auto mode, which offers 
point‐and‐shoot simplicity until you’re ready to 
step up to more advanced options.

Preparing the Camera
Before you can use your D7200, you need to install the 
battery, attach a lens, and insert at least one memory 
card. (Your camera can use two cards at a time, but you 
only need one to begin taking pictures or recording movies.) 
A few preliminary notes:

✓✓ Battery: Use only the MH‐25 charger that came with your camera to 
charge the battery. When the light on the charger stops blinking, the 
battery is fully charged. See the list at the end of this section to find out 
how to monitor the current battery charge.

1
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✓✓ Lens: You can mount a wide range of lenses on your D7200, but some 
lenses aren’t compatible with all camera features. Your camera manual 
lists all the lens types that can be mounted on the camera and explains 
what features are supported with each type. For maximum compatibility, 
look for Type D or G AF Nikkor, AF‐S Nikkor, or AF‐I Nikkor.

✓✓ Memory card(s): Like all digital cameras, your D7200 stores picture and 
movie files on memory cards. It has two card slots, both of which accept 
only SD (Secure Digital) cards. Most SD cards sold today carry the 
designation SDHC (for High Capacity) or SDXC (for eXtended Capacity), 
depending on how many gigabytes (GB) of data they hold. SDHC cards 
hold from 4GB to 32GB of data; the SDXC moniker indicates a capacity 
greater than 32GB.

With a charged battery, lens, and memory card(s) at hand, take these steps 
to get the camera ready to go:

1.	 Turn the camera off.

2.	 Install the battery into the compartment on the bottom of the camera.

3.	 Attach a lens.

First, remove the caps that cover the front of the camera and the back of 
the lens. Then align the mounting index (white dot) on the lens with the 
one on the camera body, as shown in Figure 1-1. After placing the lens on 
the camera mount, rotate the 
lens toward the shutter‐button 
side of the camera. You should 
feel a solid click as the lens 
locks into place.

4.	 Insert a memory card  
(or two).

Open the card door on the 
right side of the camera to 
reveal the two memory card 
slots, labeled in Figure 1-2. 
If you’re using a single card, 
install it into Slot 1. Orient the 
card with the label facing the 
back of the camera, as shown 
in the figure, and push it gently 
into the slot.

After you close the card door, 
the memory‐card access light, 
labeled in the figure, illumi-
nates briefly as the camera 
checks out the card. If the card 

Figure 1-1: Align the white dot on the lens with 
the one on the camera body.
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is damaged, full, or can’t be 
used for some other reason, 
you see an error message in 
the Control panel (the LCD 
panel on top of the camera). 
You need to solve this issue 
before going forward; try a 
different card or visit the sec-
tion “Working with Memory 
Cards,” later in this chapter, 
for trouble‐shooting tips.

5.	 Turn the camera on.

6.	 Set the language, time zone, 
and date.

When you power up the 
camera for the first time, a 
screen appears on the moni-
tor asking you to select your 
language, time zone, date, and 
time. To adjust these settings, 
use the Multi Selector and  
OK button, both labeled in 
Figure 1-2. Press the edge of 
the Multi Selector up, down, 
right, or left to highlight a set-
ting and then press OK to acti-
vate the option. Again, press the edges of the Multi Selector to adjust the 
active option, and then press the OK button to lock in your choice. (See 
the next section for more details about using camera menus.)

You don’t need to take this step every time you use the camera; an inter-
nal battery separate from the main battery keeps the clock ticking for 
about three months. If you see a blinking clock symbol on the monitor, 
the clock battery is depleted. Simply charging the main camera battery 
and then putting that battery back in the camera restarts the clock, but 
you may need to reset the camera time and date.

7.	 Adjust the viewfinder to your eyesight.

This step is critical; if you don’t set the viewfinder to your eyesight, 
subjects that appear out of focus in the viewfinder might actually be 
in focus, and vice versa. If you wear glasses while shooting, adjust 
the viewfinder with your glasses on — and don’t forget to reset the 
viewfinder focus if you take off your glasses or your prescription 
changes.

Figure 1-2: You can install one or two SD 
memory cards.
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You control viewfinder focus 
through the dial labeled in 
Figure 1-3. (In official lingo, it’s 
called the diopter adjustment 
dial.) After taking off the front 
lens cap, follow these steps:

1.	Look through the view-
finder and press the shutter 
button halfway.

		 In dim lighting, the flash 
may pop up. Ignore it 
for now and concentrate 
on the row of data that 
appears at the bottom of 
the viewfinder screen.

2.	Rotate the viewfinder dial 
until that data appears 
sharpest.

		 The markings in the center of the viewfinder, which relate to auto-
focusing, also become more or less sharp. Ignore the scene you see 
through the lens; that won’t change because you’re not actually 
focusing the camera.

3.	When you finish, press down on the flash unit to close it if necessary.

8.	 Set the camera to normal (viewfinder) mode or Live View mode.

Live View is the feature that enables you to compose photos using 
the monitor, as you do with most point‐and‐shoot cameras. To record 
movies, you must use this option; you can’t use the viewfinder to frame 
movie shots.

To shift to Live View photography, rotate the Live View switch to the 
still‐camera icon, as shown in Figure 1-4; to set the camera to movie 
mode, set the switch to the movie‐camera icon. Then press the center 
button (marked LV). The viewfinder goes dark, and the live preview 
appears on the monitor.

To exit Live View mode, press the LV button again. The Live View display 
turns off, and the viewfinder is once again available.

In addition to these initial setup steps, perform the following two preflight 
checks before each shoot:

✓✓ Check the amount of free space on your memory card(s). Where you 
find this information varies depending on whether you’re using the 
viewfinder, shooting stills in Live View mode, or recording movies, as 
follows:

Figure 1-3: Rotate this dial to set the viewfinder 
focus for your eyesight.
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•• Viewfinder photography: 
A number indicating how 
many photos will fit in the 
available memory‐card 
space appears in the 
Control panel on top of the 
camera, as well as in the 
Information display and 
viewfinder. Figure 1-5 shows 
you where to find the infor-
mation in the Control panel; 
Figure 1-6 provides a guide 
to the Information display 
and viewfinder.

		 Turn the Information screen 
on and off by pressing the 
Info button. To wake up the viewfinder, give the shutter button a 
half‐press and then release it.

•• Live View mode: For still photography, refer to the Control panel 
or the shots‐remaining value in the lower‐right corner of the Live 
View display, as shown on the left in Figure 1-6.

Figure 1-4: Press the LV button to toggle Live View on and off.

Figure 1-5: The Control panel displays the 
shots‐remaining value and a symbol 
representing the battery status.
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		 In movie mode, you don’t see a shots‐remaining value in either dis-
play; instead, the maximum recording time appears on the moni-
tor, in the area labeled on the right in Figure 1-7. Don’t consider 
this value a full reflection of the amount of empty space on your 
memory card. The camera limits the maximum recording time per 
movie even if your card has oodles of free space remaining. After 
you reach the time limit for your first recording, the number resets 
to show you the maximum recording time for your next movie.

Figure 1-7: In Live View mode, the displays offer these hints about memory‐card capacity.

Figure 1-6: During viewfinder photography, you can verify the shots‐remaining value and 
battery status in these displays.
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		 If your displays look different from the ones in the figures, press 
the Info button to cycle through the various display modes avail-
able for Live View shooting. I explain more about each display later 
in the chapter, in the section “Decoding the Displays.”

Keep in mind that certain picture‐ and movie‐recording settings affect 
the size of the image/movie file, so the number of files that can fit in the 
available card space changes as you adjust those settings. Chapter 2 
discusses the photo‐related settings (Image Area, Image Size, and Image 
Quality); Chapter 8 clues you in on movie‐recording options.

When two cards are installed, the shots‐remaining number also depends 
on how you configure the camera to send image data to those cards. 
For still photography, the camera is set by default to fill the card in Slot 
1 and then switch to the second card. For movie recording, files can be 
stored on only one of the two cards; by default, the card in Slot 1 gets 
the honors. I explain how to modify this setup in the section “Taking 
advantage of the two‐card system,” later in this chapter.

One final note: If the shots‐remaining number is greater than 999, the 
initial K appears next to the value to indicate that the first number rep-
resents the picture count in thousands. (K being a universally accepted 
symbol indicating 1,000 units.) The number is rounded down to the near-
est hundred. So if the number of shots remaining is, say, 2,004, the value 
reads as 2.0K, as shown in the figures here.

✓✓ Checking battery status: Also confirm the battery status before every 
outing with your camera. You can check the battery level as follows:

•• Viewfinder mode: Both the Control panel and Information screen 
display a battery‐status symbol; look for it in the areas labeled in 
Figure 1-5 and on the left in Figure 1-6. When the battery is fully 
charged, the symbol looks as shown in the figure. As the battery 
loses power, the bars in the symbol disappear one by one to let 
you know that you need to find a battery charger or spare battery 
soon.

		 In the viewfinder, you see battery data only when you’re running 
low on power. In that case, an empty‐battery symbol appears at the 
bottom of the viewfinder, as shown on the right in Figure 1-6.

•• Live View mode: When Live View is engaged, battery info appears 
only in the Control panel.

		 For more detailed battery data, choose Battery Info from the Setup 
menu, as shown in Figure 1-8. (See the next section for help with using 
menus.) The Charge data shows you the current power remaining as a 
percentage value, and the No. of Shots value tells you how many times 
you’ve pressed and released the shutter button since the last time you 
charged the battery. The final readout, Battery Age, lets you know how 
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much more life you can expect out of the battery before it can no longer 
be recharged. When the display moves toward the right end of the little 
meter, it’s time to buy a new battery. (If you attach the optional battery 
pack, see its manual and the camera manual to find out how to interpret 
the data that’s reported on this menu screen.)

That’s all there is to it — the camera is now ready to go. From here, my rec-
ommendation is that you keep reading this chapter to familiarize yourself 
with the main camera features and basic operation. But if you’re anxious to 
take a picture right away, I won’t think any less of you if you skip to the very 
last section of the chapter, which guides you through the process of still 
photography. To start shooting movies, flip to Chapter 8. Just promise that 
at some point, you’ll read the pages in between, because they actually do 
contain important information.

What does [r 24] in the display mean?
In the viewfinder, the initial value in brackets at 
the right end of the display indicates the number 
of additional pictures that can fit on your memory 
card. This same value appears in the lower‐
right corner of the Control panel, Information 
display, and Live View still‐photography dis-
play. (Refer to Figures 1‐5 through 1‐7.) When 
you press the shutter button halfway, the value 
changes to show you how many pictures can 
fit in the camera’s memory buffer, which is 

a temporary storage tank where the camera 
stores picture data until it has time to record 
that data to the memory card. For example,  
[r 24] tells you that the buffer can hold 
24 pictures. This system exists so that you can 
take a continuous series of pictures without 
waiting between shots until each image is writ-
ten to the card. When the buffer is full, you can’t 
take another picture until the camera catches 
up with its recording work.

Figure 1-8: The Battery Info option on the Setup menu provides details about battery life.
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Navigating Menus
One of the first skills you need to learn to take full advantage of your D7200 is 
how to select options from camera menus. Table 1-1 offers a brief description 
of what controls live on the various menus.

Here’s what you need to know to navigate the menu system:

✓✓ Display the main menus: Press the Menu button, labeled in Figure 1-9.

✓✓ Select a menu: If the menu you want to see isn’t visible, press the Multi 
Selector left to highlight the strip of menu icons, labeled in Figure 1-9. 
Press up or down to highlight a menu icon and then press the Multi 
Selector right or press the OK button to exit the icon strip and activate 
the menu itself.

✓✓ Adjust a menu option: Press the Multi Selector up or down to high-
light the option you want to change and then press OK to display the 
settings available for that option. For example, if you select the Image 
Size option from the Photo Shooting menu, as shown on the left in 

Table 1-1	 D7200 Menus
Symbol Open This Menu . . . To Access These Functions

Playback Viewing, deleting, and protecting pictures

Photo Shooting Basic photography settings

Movie Shooting Movie recording options, including 
settings for controlling audio and setting 
the frame size and frame rate

Custom Setting Advanced photography options and some 
basic camera operations

Setup Additional basic camera operations

Retouch Photo and movie editing options

My Menu/Recent 
Settings

Your custom menu or the 20 most 
recently used menu options



Part I: Fast Track to Super Snaps �16

Figure 1-10, you see the settings shown on the right in the figure. Press 
the Multi Selector up or down to highlight your choice and then press 
OK to return to the main menu screen.

In some cases, a right‐pointing triangle appears next to an option on 
the settings screen. That’s your cue to press the Multi Selector right to 
display a submenu (although in many cases, you can press OK instead).

Items that are dimmed on a menu or settings screen aren’t available in 
the current exposure mode. For access to all settings, set the Mode dial 
on top of the camera to P, S, A, or M.

Figure 1-10: Use the Multi Selector to highlight a menu option (left) and then press OK to 
display the available settings (right).

Figure 1-9: Press the Multi Selector left to activate the 
menu‐icon strip; press right to activate the menu itself.
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✓✓ Select items from the Custom Setting menu: The Custom Setting menu, 
represented by the Pencil icon, contains submenus that carry the labels 
A through G, as shown on the left in Figure 1-11. Each submenu holds 
clusters of options related to a specific aspect of the camera’s operation. 
To get to those options, use the Multi Selector to highlight the submenu 
and then press OK. For example, if you choose the A (Autofocus) submenu, 
you see the options shown on the right in Figure 1-11.

In the Nikon manual, instructions reference the Custom Setting menu 
items by a menu letter and number. For example, “Custom Setting a1” 
refers to the first option on the a (Autofocus) submenu. I try to be more 
specific, however, so I use the actual setting names. (Really, we all have 
enough numbers to remember, don’t you think?)

After you jump to the first submenu, you can simply scroll up and down 
the list to view options from other submenus. You don’t have to keep 
going back to the initial menu screen and selecting a submenu.

✓✓ Taking advantage of the My Menu and Recent Settings menus: These 
two menus, both shown in Figure 1-12, share the bottom slot in the strip 
of menu icons. You can display only one of the two at a time, however. 
Each menu contains a Choose Tab option as the last item on the menu; 
select this option to shift between the two menus.

Here’s what the two menus offer:

•• Recent Settings: This screen lists the 20 menu items you ordered 
most recently. To adjust those settings, you don’t have to wade 
through all the other menus to look for them — head to the Recent 
Settings menu instead.

		 To remove an item from the Recent Settings menu, use the Multi 
Selector to highlight the item and press the Delete button. Press 
Delete again to confirm your decision.

Figure 1-11: The Custom Setting menu contains submenus of advanced options.
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•• My Menu: From this screen, you can create a custom menu that 
contains up to 20 of your favorite menu items. Chapter 11 details 
the steps.

✓✓ Saving time with the i button menus: In addition to the menus listed in 
Table 1-1, you can press the i button, labeled in Figure 1-13, to display 
a menu screen that enables you to quickly access certain shooting or 
playback settings.

During shooting, which options the menu contains depends on your 
exposure mode and whether Live View is enabled. The screen shown in 
Figure 1-13 appears when you shoot in one of the advanced exposure 
modes (P, S, A, and M). Dimmed items can’t be adjusted in your current 
exposure mode.

Figure 1-13: Pressing the i button gives you fast access to 
the most frequently adjusted settings.

Figure 1-12: The Recent Settings menu offers quick access to the last 20 menu options you 
selected; the My Menu feature enables you to design a custom menu.



19�  Chapter 1: First Steps, First Shots

Things work a little differently in Live View mode: For still photography, 
pressing the i button displays a column of options along the right side 
of the monitor, as shown on the left in Figure 1-14. When the Live View 
switch is set to the movie setting, options on the i button menu relate to 
movie‐recording options. Either way, use the Multi Selector to highlight 
an option and press OK to display the available settings for that option, 
as shown on the right in the figure. After you make your selection, press 
OK to return to the menu. To exit the menu, press the i button or press 
the shutter button halfway and release it.

During playback, the i button menu offers items related to after‐the‐shot 
functions such as applying Retouch menu tools.

Decoding the Displays
In addition to menus, your D7200 offers several displays to help you keep 
track of the most critical picture and camera settings. The following provides 
some details about using and customizing the displays. Note that the data 
that appears in each display depends on certain camera settings, including 
your exposure mode. The figures in this section show the screens as they 
appear in Auto exposure mode. (Don’t worry if you haven’t a clue as to what 
some symbols and numbers mean; most won’t make any sense until you 
explore later chapters.)

Which displays are available depends on whether you’re shooting still 
photos or movies and whether Live View is enabled. Here’s the scoop:

✓✓ Control panel: The Control panel is the LCD display on top of the 
camera; Figure 1-15 offers a look. This display is a full‐time worker. Its 
readout appears for viewfinder photography, Live View photography, 
and movie recording.

Figure 1-14: When Live View is enabled, the i button menu offers these settings during still 
photography.
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If you’re shooting in dim light-
ing and find the readout hard 
to see, you can illuminate the 
panel by rotating the On/Off 
switch past the On position to 
the light bulb marker, labeled in 
Figure 1-15, and then releasing 
the switch. The backlight turns 
off automatically a few seconds 
after you release the switch.

Alternatively, you can set the 
camera to light up the Control 
panel any time the exposure 
meters are activated. If you 
prefer that arrangement, choose 
Custom Setting > Shooting/
Display > LCD Illumination and 
select On. Just keep in mind 
that this setting consumes more 
battery power than simply 
rotating the switch to light the 
display when needed.

No matter which menu option you choose, the shots‐remaining value 
and icons representing the installed memory cards remain visible even 
after you turn off the camera. The display only turns off fully if you 
remove the camera battery. (Don’t worry that the display will run down 
your battery; it consumes very little power.)

✓✓ Viewfinder: When Live View is not enabled, you can view a handful of 
settings in the data display at the bottom of the viewfinder, as shown on 
the left in Figure 1-16. (If you don’t see the data strip, press the shutter 
button halfway and release it to bring the display to life.)

Figure 1-16: Picture settings also appear at the bottom of the viewfinder (left); enable the 
grid for help with aligning objects in the frame (right).

Figure 1-15: Rotate the On/Off switch to the light 
bulb position to illuminate the Control panel.


