Capture Postcard-Quality Photos Jeremy Pollack
~ Andy Williams

Jotographing

W York City

%







Photographing
New York City

7%/%&/ Field Guide






Photographing
New York City

Digital Field
ﬁ/ﬁwc/e

Jeremy Pollack and Andy Williams



Photographing New York City Digital Field Guide

Published by

Wiley Publishing, Inc.
10475 Crosspoint Boulevard
Indianapolis, IN 46256
www.wiley.com

Copyright © 2010 by Wiley Publishing, Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana
Published simultaneously in Canada

ISBN: 978-0-470-58685-3

Manufactured in the United States of America
10987654321

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning or otherwise,
except as permitted under Sections 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without
either the prior written permission of the Publisher, or authorization through payment of the appro-
priate per-copy fee to the Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923,
(978) 750-8400, fax (978) 646-8600. Requests to the Publisher for permission should be addressed
to the Permissions Department, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030,
201-748-6011, fax 201-748-6008, or online at http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

LIMIT OF LIABILITY/DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY: THE PUBLISHER AND THE AUTHOR MAKE NO
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES WITH RESPECT TO THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS
OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS WORK AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, INCLUD-
ING WITHOUT LIMITATION WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. NO WAR-
RANTY MAY BE CREATED OR EXTENDED BY SALES OR PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS. THE
ADVICE AND STRATEGIES CONTAINED HEREIN MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR EVERY SITUA-
TION. THIS WORK IS SOLD WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE PUBLISHER IS NOT
ENGAGED IN RENDERING LEGAL, ACCOUNTING, OR OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. IF PRO-
FESSIONAL ASSISTANCE IS REQUIRED, THE SERVICES OF A COMPETENT PROFESSIONAL
PERSON SHOULD BE SOUGHT. NEITHER THE PUBLISHER NOR THE AUTHOR SHALL BE LIABLE
FOR DAMAGES ARISING HEREFROM. THE FACT THAT AN ORGANIZATION OR WEB SITE IS
REFERRED TO IN THIS WORK AS A CITATION AND/OR A POTENTIAL SOURCE OF FURTHER
INFORMATION DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE AUTHOR OR THE PUBLISHER ENDORSES THE
INFORMATION THE ORGANIZATION OF WEB SITE MAY PROVIDE OR RECOMMENDATIONS IT
MAY MAKE. FURTHER, READERS SHOULD BE AWARE THAT INTERNET WEB SITES LISTED IN
THIS WORK MAY HAVE CHANGED OR DISAPPEARED BETWEEN WHEN THIS WORK WAS WRIT-
TEN AND WHEN IT IS READ.

For general information on our other products and services or to obtain technical support, please
contact our Customer Care Department within the U.S. at (877) 762-2974, outside the U.S. at
(317) 572-3993 or fax (317) 572-4002.

Wiley also publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats. Some content that appears in
print may not be available in electronic books.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2010925691

Trademarks: Wiley and the Wiley Publishing logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of
John Wiley & Sons, Inc. and/or its affiliates. All other trademarks are the property of their respec-
tive owners. Wiley Publishing, Inc. is not associated with any product or vendor mentioned in this
book.

WILEY


http://www.wiley.com
http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions

About the Authors

Jeremy Pollack is a Connecticut-based photographer with a wide range of inter-
ests. As a result of growing up in the woods, his first love has always been nature
photography which he started shooting with his father’'s Canon FT QL. As his pas-
sion grew over the years, so did the breadth of his interests. Today he shoots com-
mercial and fine art photography, selling prints at art shows and online. To connect
to his blog, portfolios, fine art storefront, and other online presences, please visit
www.jeremypollack.net.

Andy Williams (New York, NY) is a Photographer, COO, General Manager, and
House Professional Photographer at SmugMug. Andy has been a photographer all
his life, and shooting professionally for 20 years. When he is not doing portrait and
event work, his artistic interests tend toward landscape and street photography.
He teaches and holds several workshops a year. Andy lives in the New York City
area and is a member of Photographic Arts, NY, the Professional Photographers of
America, the National Association of Photoshop Professionals, the IR League, and
Canon Professional Services. Andy can be found on Twitter, Facebook, and
LinkedIn. His beautiful photos can be seen via his Web site at www.moonriver
photography.com.



Credits

Senior Acquisitions Editor
Stephanie McComb

Project Editor
Chris Wolfgang

Technical Editor
Mike Hagen

Copy Editor
Beth Taylor

Editorial Director
Robyn Siesky

Editorial Manager
Cricket Krengel

Business Manager
Amy Knies

Senior Marketing Manager

Sandy Smith

Vice President and Executive Group

Publisher
Richard Swadley

Vice President and Executive Publisher

Barry Pruett

Project Coordinator
Katie Crocker

Graphics and Production Specialists
Ana Carrillo

Andrea Hornberger

Jennifer Mayberry

Quality Control Technician
Lauren Mandelbaum

Proofreading and Indexing
Valerie Haynes Perry
Penny Stuart



Chance favors the prepared mind.

- Louis Pasteur






Acknowledgments

This book would not have been possible without so many wonderful people. Their
belief and trust in me is humbling. A huge thank you to every one of you.

To Rick Sammon, who believed in me enough to recommend me for this project
and has been incredibly supportive of my photographic journey.

To Michael Vertefeuille, who has supported me in both words and actions and
made it possible to live and breathe this project.

To everyone at Wiley who made this book a reality.

And, of course, to my wonderful wife Crista Grasso, who has supported and
pushed me every step of the way. | would not be here today without her.

—Jeremy Pollack



Contents

o

The Bronx Zoo

The Brooklyn Bridge

Why It's Worth a Photograph . .. .. ....... 4
Where Can | Get the Best Shot? . ......... 4
ZOO CENLEN. . . o oo i it ettt 5
BigBears. ........ ..o 5
Congo Gorilla Forest . ... .................... 6
JungleWorld . .. ........ ... . ... ... . ... .. .... 6
Tiger Mountain. . ............c.uuiuuieeinunnn. 8
SeaBirdAviary . ............ciiiiiiiiiiiin.. 8
How Can | Get the Best Shot?. ........... 9
Equipment. ... ... ... ... .. .. .. ... .. 9
Lenses ....... ... ... 10
Filters . .. ... ... 11
EXIras ... ... ..ot 11
Camerasettings . ............c..couuueiennon. 12
Fast-moving subjects . ................... 12
Slow-moving subjects. . .. ................ 14
Ideal timetoshoot . ........................ 14
Low-light and night options. .. ............... 15
Getting creative. . .. ............c.ccouiinon.. 15
Why It's Worth a Photograph . . . ........ 18
Where Can | Get the Best Shot? ......... 18
The pedestrian walkway. . ................... 19
The Brooklyn Bridge Park .. ................. 19
How Can | Get the Best Shot?. . ......... 20
Equipment. ... ... ... ... 20
Lenses ........... s 21
Filters . ... ... . 21
EXIras . ..... ..o 21
Camerasettings . .. .......c..cuuiieuennenan.. 21
Exposure . .......... .. ... 21
ISO . . s 23
Ideal timetoshoot . ........................ 23
Low-light and night options. . ................ 23

Getting Creative . ..........c.ccouuuuuneunnnn. 24



Why It's Worth a Photograph . . . ........ 28
Where Can | Get the Best Shot? . ........ 28
The exterior. . . ........c..uuueeeeineennnnns 29
The interior .......... ... . iiiineennnns 29
Onthewaterfront..............c.ccuuvuuu... 30
How Can | Get the Best Shot? .......... 31
Equipment. ... ....... .. .. 32
LensSes .. ... ..ot 32
Filters . .. ... .. e 32
EXtras . ....... .o 33
Camerasettings . .. .......c..couuuuuennenan.. 33
EXPOSUIre . ..........uuieisiinnnnnnns 33
White balance . ......................... 33
ISO . . 33
Ideal timetoshoot . ........................ 34
Low-light and night options. .. ............... 34
Getting creative. . .. ............c.ccouiino... 35
Why It's Worth a Photograph . . . ........ 38
Where Can | Get the Best Shot? . ........ 38
112th and Amsterdam Avenue. ............... 39
Interior of the cathedral .. ................... 40
How Can | Get the Best Shot?. . ......... 40
Equipment. .. ... ... . .. . e 40
Lenses ..........uuiii s 41
Filters . ...... ...t 42
EXtras . ...... .o 42
Camera settings . ... .......c.ouuuuuunueninnn. 42
Exposure ............ ... ... 42
ISO . .o 42
Ideal timetoshoot ...................c..... 42
Low-light and night options. . ................ 43
Getting creative. . .. ..., 43

Castle Clinton

The Cathedral Church of Saint John
The Divine



Where Can | Get the Best Shot? . ........ 47
ThePond........... ... . . i iiiiinnennn. 47
Dairy Visitor Center. ... ...........cccuuvuuun.. 47
Sheep Meadow. . ............ ..., 48
Strawberry Fields . . .. ...................... 48
ConservatoryWater . .............c.ccouuuu.n. 50
Thelake ....... ... e 50
Belvedere Castle. . ......................... 51
How Can | Get the Best Shot?. . ......... 51
Equipment............ ... .. ... . ... ..., 52
Central Park LENSES .. v ittt 52
Filters . ... ...t 53
EXIras . ........ouuuueiiiesannnnnnnns 53
Camerasettings . ..............couuueiunnon. 53
EXposure .............ouuiiiiiiinnaneans 54
White balance . ......................... 54
ISO . . 54
Ideal timetoshoot ...................c..... 54
Low-light and night options. . ................ 55
Getting creative. . ............c.coiuueiineon. 55
Why It's Worth a Photograph . . . ........ 60
Where Can | Get the Best Shot? . ........ 60
Mott Street and Canal Street. . ............... 61
How Can | Get the Best Shot?. .......... 62
Equipment. ... ... ... .. .. (4
Lenses . .......c.ui i 62
Filters . .. ... .. .t 63
EXtras . ....... .o 63
Camerasettings . .. .......c..couuiuueneenan.. 63
Exposure ........ ... . .. ... ... 64
ISO . .o 64
White balance .. ........................ 64
Ideal timetoshoot . ........................ 64
Low-light and night options. .. ............... 64
Getting creative. . ..........c.cuuuieniiannon. 65

A\
TR~
a7
LY
Ay
=




(:7) The Cloisters. . ........... 67

@The Empire State Building ... 74 o ﬂm_ﬁ _

The Empire State Building



Grand Central Terminal



ﬁi} The Guggenheim Museum . . .

(@ The USS Intrepid

The USS Intrepid



Manhattan From Roosevelt Island

Manhattan and WiIIiasburg Bridges

(§

(§

N
1&) Manhattan From Roosevelt

Island . ................

N e
li) Manhattan and Williamshurg

Bridges................



Ay . SR

#£15% The Metropolitan M r - Sy

{\vl € ivietropolitan iviuseum s ; e
ofArt ................. 144 T ik s

The .l.VietropoIitan.lMuseum of Art

(EE) The Museum of Natural

History ................ 154

The Museum of Natural History



.164

New York Bota;nical Garden

——y (1;1’ The New York Public
Library ................ 175

The New York Public Library



1)
‘1\94 Rockefeller Center

(@v" The Rose Center for Earth

and Space. ............. 193

y Pl e - ' ’
<ol
The Rose Center for Earth and Space



ay
1)
€Y saint Patrick’s Church
Cathedral . ............. 203

Saint Patrick's Cathedral




ay
({3) South Street Seaport

South Street Seaport

(E}v) The Staten Island Ferry . ... 233




-

Q"@f\‘%}i\ B
oW /15

Times Square

Why It's Worth a Photograph . .. .. ..... 246
Where Can | Get the Best Shot?........ 247
The approach ontheferry . ................. 247
The pedestalsbase ....................... 248
Upthestairs .............cc.iiuiiiiiennn.. 248
The observationarea . ..................... 249
How Can | Get the Best Shot?. ......... 250
Equipment............... ... ... ... ... ..., 251
Lenses ....... ... . ... 251
Filters . .. ... .. ..., 251
EXtras . ........uuuuuuiiieaannnnnnns 252
Camerasettings .. .............c..cuuueon.. 252
Exposure ...........c..uiiiiiiiiiiiin. 252
White balance . . ....................... 253
ISO . .o 253
Ideal timetoshoot .. ...................... 253
Low-light and night options. . ............... 254
Getting creative. . ... .........c..c.uueneo... 254
Why It's Worth a Photograph . .. ... .... 258
Where Can | Get the Best Shot?........ 258
43rd Street looking north. .. ................ 259
Duffy Square. .......... ..., 260
50th Street looking south. .................. 260
How Can | Get the Best Shot?. ......... 261
Equipment. ........ ... . . . . e 261
Lenses .......... . 261
Filters . .. ... ... 262
EXtras . ........ oo 262
Camerasettings . ..........c.c.ouuieuinennn. 262
Exposure ............. ... ... ... ... 262
Meteringmode ........................ 263
White balance . ........................ 263
ISO . .o 263
Ideal time toshoot . ....................... 263
Low-light and night options. .. .............. 264

Getting creative. . .. ..........c.c.ouueiuinin.



“ . .
"iy’ The United Nations . ...... 266
- “The United Nati
@) wall street ............. 275 SRS\
INNE
'frl|= y/



Introduction

This Digital Field Guide is designed to be a pocketable companion in your quest to
create postcard-worthy photographs in New York City. Whether you are visiting for
the first time or are a long-time resident, a beginner or seasoned shooter, this
photo guide will offer tips and suggestions for 28 of the most photogenic spots in
the city. Beyond simply telling you about a landmark, this book will guide you
through learning and seeing examples of the best vantage points from which to
take photographs at each location, what equipment to bring and why, suggested
camera settings, and even how to plan for the seasons, weather, and photograph-
ing at night.

Who the Book Is For

This book is for anyone with a love of photography that will be shooting in New York
City. While many of the discussions are around digital SLR cameras, point-and-shoot
cameras can certainly be used for any of the shots in the book. A basic knowledge
of your camera settings will be helpful, as will an understanding of the relationship of
aperture, shutter speed, and ISO to create a proper exposure. However, these
details are not central to the book. Instead, we focus on wonderful photographic
opportunities in one of the greatest cities in the world, provide examples to inspire
and follow, and explain how you can create beautiful images of your own.

One of the challenges in making great photographs of a location are the time and
preparation it takes to scout, find the best angles, and learn the best times to visit.
This book will help you in each of these areas. \We have done the research and
planning so you can enjoy your time making photographs.

A few other resources that might be helpful for your trip to New York City are:

» Google Maps with Streetview. New York City is thoroughly covered by
Google Streetview. This gives you a photographic look at every street in the
city! Take a virtual look around your destinations and get a feel for the street
layouts before setting foot in town.

» MTA Trip Planner. Located at http://tripplanner.mta.info, this excellent
resource will help you plot your way around the city using mass transit.

» Destination Web sites. \While we have endeavored to include the most up-to-
date and pertinent information possible in this book, things do change. Web
sites for major destinations such as the Empire State Building or the Statue of
Liberty will provide up-to-the-minute details and contact information.



’;\ We want to see your photos! Join the Flickr group at http://www.flickr.
s com/groups/dfgnyc/

How To Use This Book

This book is organized alphabetically by location, starting with the Bronx Zoo all the
way to Wall Street. You can go directly to any chapter rather than reading from
start-to-finish. Some discussions will be cross-referenced to an earlier chapter, and
there are useful tips and tricks spread throughout the entire text, so reading it from
cover-to-cover will be beneficial, too.

A lot of travel photography is spent learning where to go, when to go, and why to
go. The goal of this book is to free you from those tasks, allowing you to focus on
your photography and finding beautiful light.

Lenses and Crop Factor

Images for this book were shot with a mixture of full-frame and crop-sensor
cameras. A crop-sensor camera will offer a different angle of view with the
same lens as a full frame camera. Generally these cause a 1.5x/1.6x magnifi-
cation with some of the newer models giving a 2.0x magnification.

The photo captions in this book list the lenses which were used to create the
photograph. These measurements have been normalized for a full-frame
camera. See the table below for a comparison of some of the common lenses
used and their full-frame versus crop-sensor focal lengths.

Full-frame sensor 1.5x/1.6x crop sensor 2.0x crop sensor

16-35mm zoom 25-60mm zoom 32-70mm zoom

24-70mm zoom

24-105mm zoom
70-200mm zoom
50mm prime
85mm prime

300mm prime

38-112mm zoom
38-170mm zoom
112-320mm zoom
80mm prime
128mm prime

480mm prime

48-140mm zoom
48-210mm zoom
140-400mm zoom
100mm prime
170mm prime

600mm prime




A leopard eyes the camera in the JungleWorld exhibit. Taken at ISO 1000, /4.5, 1/80 second
with a 300mm lens.




The Bronx Zoo
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Why It's Worth a Photograph

The Bronx Zoo, just a short trip north of Manhattan, is a great place to take photos.
Over 4,000 animals — including many endangered and threatened species — live
on its 265 acres. The zoo has a focus on naturalistic habitats both indoors and out,
so you can photograph animals including tigers, rare snow leopards, and bears in
such a way that people viewing your photo won't be able to tell that it was taken
at a zoo. Whether you just plan a day trip or combine it with a visit to the neighbor-
ing New York Botanical Garden, the Bronx Zoo is an enjoyable and exciting photo-
graphic opportunity.

Where Can | Get the Best Shot?

The Bronx Zoo has many photo opportunities. The best locations to visit first are
the Zoo Center, Big Bears, Congo Gorilla Forest, JungleWorld, Tiger Mountain, and
the Sea Bird Aviary.
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The best vantage points from which to photograph the Bronx Zoo: (A) Zoo Center,
(B) Big Bears, (C) Congo Gorilla Forest, (D) JungleWorld, (E) Tiger Mountain, and (F)
Sea Bird Aviary. Other photo ops: (17) New York Botanical Gardens.
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