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INTRODUCTION

IF YOU ALREADY HAVE SOME exposure to the SharePoint platform and its complementary 
technologies, you probably know that SharePoint is a versatile platform for building solutions that 
address a wide range of business needs. The growing importance and use of SharePoint in general 
has played an important role in the investment Microsoft has made in this platform over the years. 
Today, the latest version of this great product is SharePoint 2013!

There are many new features and improvements made to the core platform in SharePoint 2013. 
However, what is the most exciting addition is the new app model that enables developers to build 
apps and deploy them in isolation with few or no dependencies on any other software on the 
platform where it is installed and with no custom code that runs on the SharePoint servers. 

In SharePoint 2013, the emphasis is more on the cloud programming and standard web technologies 
such as JavaScript and HTML. In that respect, it is fair to say that the majority of other changes 
made to the SharePoint 2013 platform are made to support this new app development model. 

WHO THIS BOOK IS FOR

This book is for anyone interested in developing applications on top of SharePoint 2013 or 
SharePoint Online in Offi ce 365. Although some knowledge is assumed about SharePoint, the 
examples are comprehensive and easy to follow if you have previous knowledge of web development 
and development tools.

WHAT THIS BOOK COVERS

SharePoint 2013, just like its predecessors, is a big product and this book is a big, diverse book. 
So, before you dive into the book, here’s a little about what each chapter entails and what you can 
expect after you have read the chapter.

This book starts off with giving you an architectural overview in SharePoint and then covers the 
new features that matter to developers in Chapters 1 and 2. Chapters 3 and 4 walk you through 
the tooling experience in SharePoint 2013, as well as some important information about Application 
Life Cycle Management (ALM) in SharePoint 2013.

Due to the importance of the app model in SharePoint 2013, Chapters 4 through 7 are dedicated to 
app development and the cloud. 

Chapters 8 through 15 walk you through some of the important areas in SharePoint 2013, many of 
which received considerable updates. This section also includes Chapter 11, “Using InfoPath with 
SharePoint 2013.” Because there is some uncertainty about the future of InfoPath in the SharePoint 
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stack and there are customers with existing investments, that chapter will hopefully shed some light 
to help developers make better decisions as they move forward.

Chapters 16 through 19 are focused on Business Intelligence (BI) and SharePoint. BI in SharePoint 
2013 provides better capabilities in analysis, reporting, dashboarding, and visualizations compared 
to SharePoint 2010. This is made available through better BI tools and tighter integration between 
SharePoint, Microsoft Offi ce applications, and SQL Server 2012.

HOW THIS BOOK IS STRUCTURED

This book is structured to build logically on the skills you learn as you progress through it. After 
the initial introduction and base platform chapters, the book moves into the advanced part of the 
platform. Each chapter builds on knowledge acquired from earlier in the book, so you should read 
through the chapters in succession or at least read the introductory and platform chapters before 
reading later chapters in the book.

WHAT YOU NEED TO USE THIS BOOK

To get the most of this book, and because this is a book for developers, you need a development 
environment. There are two ways to do this: 

 ➤ Build your own development machine. The best resource for building a full-fl edged 
development machine is documented at MSDN at http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/
library/ee554869.aspx.

 ➤ Use an Offi ce 365 developer site. This shortens your setup time and gets you started in 
less than fi ve minutes. In this setup all you need is to sign up for a developer site at 
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/fp179924.aspx.

If you choose to use an Offi ce 365 developer site, please note that you can also deploy Napa, 
which is an Offi ce 365 exclusive development tool, to your developer site. This allows you to build 
SharePoint-hosted apps without installing Visual Studio 2012 and Offi ce Developer Tools for Visual 
Studio 2012 on your development computer. 

Last, but certainly not least, Microsoft has released many code samples for SharePoint 2013 
covering almost every area of SharePoint development. You can fi nd these code samples at 
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/jj901637.aspx.

CONVENTIONS

To help you get the most from the text and keep track of what’s happening, we’ve used a number of 
conventions throughout the book.
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