




Praise for An Other Kingdom

Whenever Block, Brueggemann, and McKnight get together on the topic 
of community, the outcome is both inspirational and practical. That’s been 
the case for years, and it’s the case once again with this fine book. At a time 
when so many are being left behind by our culture of individualism, competi-
tion, and consumerism, this book—with its emphasis on remembering that 
we’re all in this together and have gifts that can help meet others’ needs—is a 
grounded call to compassion and justice.

Parker J. Palmer, author of Healing the Heart of Democracy, A Hidden Wholeness, 
and Let Your Life Speak

Walter Brueggemann teams up with two veteran community organizers to not 
only astutely analyze our current North American context but also give us specific, 
practical ways we can move toward greater neighborliness for the common good. 
Hard-hitting judgment and joyful encouragement all in one book.

Will Willimon, professor of Christian Ministry, Duke Divinity School, 
Durham, North Carolina, and United Methodist Bishop (ret.)

To change the conversation, it’s necessary to understand what is wrong with 
the one we’re currently having. Block, Brueggemann, and McKnight do just 
that. Original and illuminating. Prophetic and liberating!

Robert Inchausti, author of Thomas Merton’s American Prophecy, Subversive 
Orthodoxy, and The Ignorant Perfection of Ordinary People

These gentle men, the authors of this book, are “waiting for a social 
movement”—one that will of necessity restore our neighborhoods and our 
humanity. They intuit it. An Other Kingdom: Departing the Consumer Culture 
is a statement of their longing. The book is not sentimental. John McKnight, 
for one, is a trained Alinsky organizer. He knows the realities of Chicago’s 
streets, of its notorious projects, of its vibrant churches, of its very democratic 
soul. But he’s rather hopeful of fundamental economic, social, and cultural 
transformation, reminiscent of economist Fritz Schumacher.

“Our basic intent in writing this book is to shrink the market as the 
primary means of cultural identity, schools as source of learning, systems as 
the source of care, price as the measure of value, productivity as the basis for 
being.” And so they have done. The movement they seek is waiting for us.

Susan Witt, Schumacher Center for a New Economics

An Other Kingdom is not just for people of faith, it is a gift for anyone who 
seeks to understand how we can become better at being human together. Its 



authors are modern-day Magi. In place of gold, Peter, Walter, and John offer 
common wealth; in place of frankincense they offer mystery; and in place of 
myrrh they offer neighborliness. As the free market falls like a house of cards 
around our ears and the captains of industry draw our planet toward the 
precipice, this book offers sight of a sustainable and sustaining future.

Cormac Russell, author of Asset-Based Community Development: Looking Back 
to Look Forward, managing director of Nurture Development, faculty member 
of ABCD Institute, and lead steward for ABCD in Europe

We’ve had enough End Times theology based on fear and revenge. It’s time for 
an End-of-Our-Time theology based on faith, hope, and love. That’s what An 
Other Kingdom provides. . . . Unlike many books that merely tell us how bad 
things are, leaving us anxious and depressed, these author-activists provide 
us with an alternative vision of a neighborly society, one that draws upon 
our deepest sacred and secular traditions and is already being constructed by 
ordinary people in many local communities. 

Walter T. Davis, professor (emeritus), San Francisco Seminary

Here begins the A-B-C of indigenous common sense in most cultures based 
on good relationships and shared meaning. An alternative culture detailed 
by Peter Block, Walter Brueggemann, and John McKnight is in actuality 
something extending from ancient patterns of survival. This (k)new language 
of covenant re-kindles trust and service to higher principles and helps us 
recognize each other again.

Manulani Aluli Meyer, former associate professor of education at the Univer-
sity of Hawai‘i at Hilo and world scholar-practitioner of Hawaiian and indig-
enous epistemology

For those who have that feeling deep inside them that something is seriously 
wrong with the reigning economy but cannot quite put their finger on it or 
cannot conceive of anything different replacing it, this book is crucial. . . . 
The language of this book is clear as it pushes us toward a different kind of 
life, a different way for life, and different conditions for living.

Olivia C. Saunders, New Providence, The Bahamas 

This is the work of three wise elders who have spent a lifetime of inquiry into the 
human good. . . . An Other Kingdom questions and provides alternatives to the 
dominant assumptions that guide our aspirations, our choices, and hence our 
lives. As long as these local and global narratives remain unexamined, they will 
continue to have the power to persuade us and our neighbors to act unknow-
ingly against our best interests. The language within is beautifully economic 
and precise. It is best read slowly with reflection, as one would read poetry.

Ward Mailliard, vice president and member of the executive board at Mount 
Madonna School, Watsonville, California



A n

O t h e r
K i n g d o m



Selected Other Works by 

PETER BLOCK

The Answer to How Is Yes
Community: The Structure of Belonging
Stewardship

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN

Journey to the Common Good
The Prophetic Imagination
Theology of the Old Testament

JOHN McKNIGHT

The Abundant Community, with Peter Block
Building Communities from the Inside Out, with John P. Kretzmann
The Careless Society: Community and Its Counterfeits



John
McKnight

Peter
Block

Walter
Brueggemann

A n

O t h e r
K i n g d o m

D e pa r t i n g  t h e  C o n s u m e r  C u l t u r e



Cover image: © Shayne Hill Xtreme Visuals/Getty Images
Cover design: Wiley

This book is printed on acid-free paper.  

Copyright © 2016 by Peter Block, Walter Brueggemann, and John McKnight. All rights 
reserved

Published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Hoboken, New Jersey
Published simultaneously in Canada

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning, 
or otherwise, except as permitted under Section 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States 
Copyright Act, without either the prior written permission of the Publisher, or authorization 
through payment of the appropriate per-copy fee to the Copyright Clearance Center, 222 
Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, (978) 750-8400, fax (978) 646-8600, or on the web 
at www.copyright.com. Requests to the Publisher for permission should be addressed to the 
Permissions Department, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, 
(201) 748-6011, fax (201) 748-6008, or online at www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty: While the publisher and author have used their 
best efforts in preparing this book, they make no representations or warranties with the 
respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this book and specifically disclaim 
any implied warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose. No warranty 
may be created or extended by sales representatives or written sales materials. The advice and 
strategies contained herein may not be suitable for your situation. You should consult with 
a professional where appropriate. Neither the publisher nor the author shall be liable for 
damages arising herefrom.

For general information about our other products and services, please contact our Customer 
Care Department within the United States at (800) 762-2974, outside the United States at 
(317) 572-3993 or fax (317) 572-4002.

Wiley publishes in a variety of print and electronic formats and by print-on-demand. 
Some material included with standard print versions of this book may not be included in 
e-books or in print-on-demand. If this book refers to media such as a CD or DVD that 
is not included in the version you purchased, you may download this material at http://
booksupport.wiley.com. For more information about Wiley products, visit www.wiley.com.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data has been applied for and is on file with 
the Library of Congress.
ISBN-13 978-1-119-19472-9 (pb); 
ISBN 978-1-119-19473-6 (epdf ); 
ISBN 978-1-119-19474-3(epub)

Printed in the United States of America

10   9   8   7   6   5   4   3   2   1

http://www.copyright.com
http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions
http://booksupport.wiley.com
http://booksupport.wiley.com
http://www.wiley.com


To all those who have struggled to show us the way to an other kingdom.
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Signs of the Times

You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot 
interpret the signs of the times.

—Matt. 16:3

The intent of this book is to interpret certain signs of the times.
	 These signs have to do with the need to depart the consumer 
market culture we have come to take for granted. This culture, with its 
constellations of empire and kingdom, produces endless conversations 
about climate warming, restoring the middle class in the northern 
economies, worldwide immigration driven by poverty, and political 
instability. We talk about financial bubbles, accessible health care, 
economic growth and contraction. We all want more companies to 
come to town, more factory jobs, more graduates in education, less 
crime and violence, everywhere. We seek more consumption and faster 
growth.

The premise of this book is that these conversations, generationally 
passed on as seemingly based on knowledge, science, and the assump-
tion of progress, miss the signs of the times. All of these conversations 
are painfully predictable and at times despairing. They are symptoms of 
something more fundamental. Our belief is that the current programs, 
investments, or changes in political leadership will make modest 
improvements but little real difference. If we want to follow the signs 
of the times, we have to look at how our core economic beliefs have 
produced a culture that makes poverty, violence, ill health, and fragile 
economic systems seem inevitable.

Economic systems based on competition, scarcity, and acquisitive-
ness have become more than a question of economics; they have become 
the kingdom within which we dwell. That way of thinking invades our 


