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The favorable reception, by press and public, accorded to
"The Boy Travellers in the Far East" is the author's excuse
for venturing to prepare a volume upon Egypt and the Holy
Land. He is well aware that those countries have been the
favorite theme of authors since the days of Herodotus and
Strabo, and many books have been written concerning
them. While he could not expect to say much that is new, he
hopes the form in which his work is presented will not be
found altogether ancient.

The author has twice visited Egypt, and has made the
tour of Palestine and Syria. The experiences of Frank and
Fred in their journeyings were mainly those of the writer of
this book in the winter of 1873-'74, and in the spring of
1878. He has endeavored to give a faithful description of
Egypt and the Holy Land as they appear to-day, and during
the preparation of this volume he has sent to those
countries to obtain the latest information concerning the
roads, modes of travel, and other things that may have
undergone changes since his last journey in the Levant.

In addition to using his own notes and observations,
made on the spot, he has consulted many previous and
some subsequent travellers, and has examined numerous
books relating to the subjects on which he has written. It
has been his effort to embody a description of the Egypt of
old with that of the present, and to picture the lands of the
Bible as they have appeared through many centuries down
to our own time. If it shall be found that he has made a book



which combines amusement and instruction for the youth of
our land, he will feel that his labor has not been in vain.

Many of the works consulted in the preparation of this
book are mentioned in its pages. To some authors he is
indebted for illustrations as well as for descriptive or
historical matter, the publishers having kindly allowed the
use of engravings from their previous publications. Among
the works which deserve acknowledgment are "The Ancient
Egyptians," by Sir Gardner Wilkinson; "The Modern
Egyptians," by Edward William Lane; the translation of "The
Arabian Nights' Entertainments," by the same author; "From
Egypt to Palestine," by Dr. S.C. Bartlett; "The Land and the
Book," by Dr. W.M. Thomson; "Boat Life in Egypt," and "Tent
Life in Syria," by William C. Prime, LL.D.; "The Khedive's
Egypt," by Edwin De Leon; "The Desert of the Exodus," by
Professor E.H. Palmer; "Dr. Olin's Travels in the East;" "Our
Inheritance in the Great Pyramid," by Piazzi Smith; and "The
Land of Moab," by Dr. H.B. Tristram. The author is indebted
to Lieutenant-commander Gorringe for information
concerning Egyptian obelisks, and regrets that want of
space prevented the use of the full account of the removal
of "Cleopatra's Needle" from Alexandria to New York.

With this explanation of his reasons for writing "The Boy
Travellers in Egypt and the Holy Land," the author submits
the result of his labors to those who have already
accompanied Frank and Fred in their wanderings in Asia,
and to such new readers as may desire to peruse it. He
trusts the former will continue, and the latter make, an
acquaintance that will prove neither unpleasant nor without
instruction.



P.S.—This volume was written and in type previous to
July, 1882. Consequently the revolt of Arabi Pasha and the
important events that followed could not be included in the
narrative of the "Boy Travellers."

T.W.K.
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"Here we are in port again!" said Fred Bronson, as the
anchor fell from the bow of the steamer and the chain
rattled through the hawse-hole.

"Three cheers for ourselves!" said Frank Bassett in reply.
"We have had a splendid voyage, and here is a new country
for us to visit."

"And one of the most interesting in the world," remarked
the Doctor, who came on deck just in time to catch the
words of the youth.

"Egypt is the oldest country of which we have a definite
history, and there is no other land that contains so many
monuments of its former greatness."

Their conversation was cut short by the captain, who
came to tell them that they would soon be able to go on
shore, as the Quarantine boat was approaching, and they
could leave immediately after the formalities were over.

When we last heard from our friends they were about
leaving Bombay under "sealed orders." When the steamer
was fairly outside of the beautiful harbor of that city, and
the passengers were bidding farewell to Colaba Light-house,
Dr. Bronson called the youths to his side and told them their
destination.



"We are going," said he, "to Egypt, and thence to the
Holy Land. The steamer will carry us across the Indian
Ocean to the Straits of Bab-el-mandeb, and then through
these straits into the Red Sea; then we continue our voyage
to Suez, where we land and travel by rail to Cairo."

One of the boys asked how long it would take them to go
from Bombay to Suez.

"About ten days," was the reply. "The distance is three
thousand miles, in round numbers, and I believe we are not
to stop anywhere on the way."

The time was passed pleasantly enough on the steamer.
The weather was so warm that the passengers preferred the
deck to the stifling cabins, and the majority of them slept
there every night, and lounged there during the day. The
boys passed their time in reading about the countries they
were to visit, writing letters to friends at home, and
completing the journal of their travels. In the evenings they
talked about what they had seen, and hoped that the story
of their wanderings would prove interesting to their school-
mates in America, and to other youths of their age.[1]

 COAST OF THE RED
SEA.

Soon after entering the Red Sea they passed the island of
Perim, a barren stretch of rock and sand, crowned with a
signal station, from which the English flag was flying. As
they were looking at the island, and thinking what a dreary
place it must be to live in, one of the passengers told the


