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WASHINGTON AS A SURVEYOR
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BIRTH OF WASHINGTON.—HIS BOYHOOD.

The Washington family is of an ancient English stock, the
genealogy of which has been traced up to the century
immediately succeeding the Conquest. Among the knights
and barons who served under the Count Palatine, Bishop of
Durham, to whom William the Conqueror had granted that
important See, was WILLIAM DE HERTBURN. At that period
surnames were commonly derived from castles or estates;
and de Hertburn, in 1183, in exchanging the village of
Hertburn for the manor of Wessyngton, assumed the name
of DE WESSYNGTON. From this period the family has been
traced through successive generations, until the name, first
dropping the de, varied from Wessyngton to Wassington,
Wasshington, and finally to Washington. The head of the
family to which our Washington immediately belongs sprang
from Lawrence Washington, Esq., of Gray's Inn. He was
mayor of Northampton, and received a grant of the manor
of Sulgrave from Henry VIII. [Sir William Washington of
Packington, was his direct descendant. The Washingtons
were attached to the Stuart dynasty. Lieut.-Col. James
Washington perished in defence of that cause. Sir Henry
Washington, son of Sir William, distinguished himself under
Prince Rupert, in 1643, at the storming of Bristol; and still
more, in 1646, in the defence of Worcester against the arms
of Fairfax. We hear little of the Washingtons after the death
of Charles I. England, during the protectorate, was an
uncomfortable residence for those who had adhered to the
Stuarts, and many sought refuge in other lands. Among
many who emigrated to the western wilds were John and



Andrew Washington, great-grandsons of the grantee of
Sulgrave.]

The brothers arrived in Virginia in 1657, and purchased
lands in Westmoreland County, on the northern neck,
between the Potomac and Rappahannock rivers. John
married a Miss Anna Pope, of the same county, and took up
his residence on Bridges Creek, near where it falls into the
Potomac. He became an extensive planter, and, in process
of time, a magistrate and member of the House of
Burgesses. Having a spark of the old military fire of the
family, we find him, as Colonel Washington, leading the
Virginia forces, in co-operation with those of Maryland,
against a band of Seneca Indians, who were ravaging the
settlements along the Potomac.

The estate continued in the family. His grandson
Augustine, the father of our Washington, was born there in
1694. He was twice married; first (April 20th, 1715), to Jane,
daughter of Caleb Butler, Esq., of Westmoreland County, by
whom he had four children, of whom only two, Lawrence
and Augustine, survived the years of childhood; their
mother died November 24th, 1728, and was buried in the
family vault. On the 6th of March, 1730, he married in
second nuptials, Mary, the daughter of Colonel Ball, a young
and beautiful girl, said to be the belle of the northern neck.
By her he had four sons, George, Samuel, John Augustine,
and Charles; and two daughters, Elizabeth, or Betty, as she
was commonly called, and Mildred, who died in infancy.

George, the eldest, the subject of this biography, was
born on the 22d of February (11th, O. S.), 1732, in the
homestead on Bridges Creek. This house commanded a
view over many miles of the Potomac, and the opposite
shore of Maryland. Not a vestige of it remains. Two or three
decayed fig trees, with shrubs and vines, linger about the
place, and here and there a flower grown wild serves "to
mark where a garden has been." Such at least, was the case
a few years since; but these may have likewise passed



away. A stone marks the site of the house, and an
inscription denotes its being the birthplace of Washington.

Not long after the birth of George, his father removed to
an estate in Stafford County, opposite Fredericksburg. The
house stood on a rising ground overlooking a meadow which
bordered the Rappahannock. This was the home of George's
boyhood; but this, like that in which he was born, has
disappeared.

In those days the means of instruction in Virginia were
limited, and it was the custom among the wealthy planters
to send their sons to England to complete their education.
This was done by Augustine Washington with his eldest son
Lawrence. George, as his intellect dawned, received the
rudiments of education in the best establishment for the
purpose that the neighborhood afforded. It was what was
called, in popular parlance, an "old field school-house;"
humble enough in its pretensions, and kept by one of his
father's tenants named Hobby. The instruction doled out by
him must have been the simplest kind, reading, writing, and
ciphering, perhaps; but George had the benefit of mental
and moral culture at home, from an excellent father. When
he was about seven or eight years old his brother Lawrence
returned from England, a well-educated and accomplished
youth. There was a difference of fourteen years in their
ages, which may have been one cause of the strong
attachment which took place between them. Lawrence
looked down with a protecting eye upon the boy whose
dawning intelligence and perfect rectitude won his regard;
while George looked up to his manly and cultivated brother
as a model in mind and manners.

Lawrence Washington had something of the old military
spirit of the family, and circumstances soon called it into
action. Spanish depredations on British commerce had
recently provoked reprisals. Admiral Vernon, commander-in-
chief in the West Indies, had accordingly captured Porto
Bello, on the Isthmus of Darien. The Spaniards were



preparing to revenge the blow; the French were fitting out
ships to aid them. Troops were embarked in England for
another campaign in the West Indies; a regiment of four
battalions was to be raised in the colonies and sent to join
them at Jamaica. There was a sudden outbreak of military
ardor in the province. Lawrence Washington, now twenty-
two years of age, caught the infection. He obtained a
captain's commission in the newly-raised regiment, and
embarked with it for the West Indies in 1740. He served in
the joint expeditions of Admiral Vernon and General
Wentworth, and acquired the friendship and confidence of
both of those officers. We have here the secret of that
martial spirit so often cited of George in his boyish days. He
had seen his brother fitted out for the wars. He had heard
by letter and otherwise of the warlike scenes in which he
was mingling. All his amusements took a military turn. He
made soldiers of his school-mates; they had their mimic
parades, reviews, and sham fights.

Lawrence Washington returned home in the autumn of
1742. He formed an attachment to Anne, the eldest
daughter of the Honorable William Fairfax, of Fairfax Comity;
his addresses were well received, and they became
engaged. Their nuptials were delayed by the sudden and
untimely death of his father, which took place on the 12th of
April, 1743, after a short but severe attack of gout in the
stomach, and when but forty-nine years of age. George had
been absent from home on a visit during his father's illness,
and just returned in time to receive a parting look of
affection.

Augustine Washington left large possessions, distributed
by will among his children. To Lawrence, the estate on the
banks of the Potomac, with other real property, and several
shares in iron-works. To Augustine, the second son by the
first marriage, the old homestead and estate in
Westmoreland. The children by the second marriage were
severally well provided for, and George, when he became of



age, was to have the house and lands on the
Rappahannock.

In the month of July the marriage of Lawrence with Miss
Fairfax took place. He now settled himself on his estate on
the banks of the Potomac, to which he gave the name of
MOUNT VERNON, in honor of the admiral. Augustine took up his
abode at the homestead on Bridges Creek, and married
Anne, daughter and co-heiress of William Aylett, Esq., of
Westmoreland County.

George, now eleven years of age, and the other children
of the second marriage, had been left under the
guardianship of their mother, to whom was intrusted the
proceeds of all their property until they should severally
come of age. She proved herself worthy of the trust.
Endowed with plain, direct good sense, thorough
conscientiousness, and prompt decision, she governed her
family strictly, but kindly, exacting deference while she
inspired affection. George being her eldest son, was thought
to be her favorite, yet she never gave him undue
preference, and the implicit deference exacted from him in
childhood continued to be habitually observed by him to the
day of her death. He inherited from her a high temper and a
spirit of command, but her early precepts and example
taught him to restrain and govern that temper, and to
square his conduct on the exact principles of equity and
justice.

Having no longer the benefit of a father's instructions at
home, and the scope of tuition of Hobby being too limited
for the growing wants of his pupil, George was now sent to
reside with Augustine Washington, at Bridges Creek, and
enjoy the benefit of a superior school in that neighborhood,
kept by a Mr. Williams. His education, however, was plain
and practical. He never attempted the learned languages,
nor manifested any inclination for rhetoric or belles-lettres.
His object, or the object of his friends, seems to have been
confined to fitting him for ordinary business. His manuscript



school-books still exist, and are models of neatness and
accuracy. Before he was thirteen years of age he had copied
into a volume forms for all kinds of mercantile and legal
papers; bills of exchange, notes of hand, deeds, bonds, and
the like. This early self-tuition gave him throughout life a
lawyer's skill in drafting documents, and a merchant's
exactness in keeping accounts. He was a self-disciplinarian
in physical as well as mental matters, and practised himself
in all kinds of athletic exercises, such as running, leaping,
wrestling, pitching quoits, and tossing bars. His frame, even
in infancy, had been large and powerful, and he now
excelled most of his playmates in contests of agility and
strength. Above all, his inherent probity and the principles of
justice on which he regulated all his conduct, even at this
early period of life, were soon appreciated by his school-
mates; he was referred to as an umpire in their disputes,
and his decisions were never reversed. As he had formerly
been military chieftain, he was now legislator of the school;
thus displaying in boyhood a type of the future man.
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WASHINGTON'S YOUTH.—FIRST SURVEYING EXPEDITION.

The attachment of Lawrence Washington to his brother
George seems to have acquired additional strength and
tenderness on their father's death; he now took a truly
paternal interest in his concerns, and had him as frequently
as possible a guest at Mount Vernon. Lawrence had
deservedly become a popular and leading personage in the
country. He was a member of the House of Burgesses, and
adjutant-general of the district, with the rank of major, and
a regular salary. A frequent sojourn with him brought George
into familiar intercourse with the family of his father-in-law,
the Hon. William Fairfax, who resided at a beautiful seat
called Belvoir, a few miles below Mount Vernon, and on the
same woody ridge bordering the Potomac.

William Fairfax was a man of liberal education and
intrinsic worth. Of an ancient English family in Yorkshire, he
had entered the army at the age of twenty-one; had served
with honor both in the East and West Indies, and officiated
as governor of New Providence, after having aided in
rescuing it from pirates. For some years past he had resided
in Virginia, to manage the immense landed estates of his
cousin, Lord Fairfax, and lived at Belvoir, in the style of an
English country gentleman, surrounded by an intelligent and
cultivated family of sons and daughters. An intimacy with a
family like this, in which the frankness and simplicity of rural
and colonial life were united with European refinement,
could not but have a beneficial effect in moulding the
character and manners of a somewhat home-bred school-
boy.



Other influences were brought to bear on George during
his visit at Mount Vernon. His brother Lawrence still retained
some of his military inclinations, fostered, no doubt, by his
post of adjutant-general. William Fairfax, as we have shown,
had been a soldier, and in many trying scenes. Some of
Lawrence's comrades of the provincial regiment, who had
served with him in the West Indies, were occasional visitors
at Mount Vernon; or a ship of war, possibly one of Vernon's
old fleet, would anchor in the Potomac, and its officers be
welcome guests at the tables of Lawrence and his father-in-
law. Thus military scenes on sea and shore would become
the topics of conversation. We can picture to ourselves
George, a grave and earnest boy, with an expanding
intellect, and a deep-seated passion for enterprise, listening
to such conversations with a kindling spirit and a growing
desire for military life. In this way most probably was
produced that desire to enter the navy which he evinced
when about fourteen years of age. The great difficulty was
to procure the assent of his mother. She was brought,
however, to acquiesce; a midshipman's warrant was
obtained; but at the eleventh hour the mother's heart
faltered. This was her eldest born. A son, whose strong and
steadfast character promised to be a support to herself and
a protection to her other children. The thought of his being
completely severed from her, and exposed to the hardships
and perils of a boisterous profession, overcame even her
resolute mind, and at her urgent remonstrances the nautical
scheme was given up.

To school, therefore, George returned, and continued his
studies for nearly two years longer, devoting himself
especially to mathematics, and accomplishing himself in
those branches calculated to fit him either for civil or
military service. Among these, one of the most important in
the actual state of the country was land surveying. In this he
schooled himself thoroughly, using the highest processes of
the art; making surveys about the neighborhood, and



keeping regular field books, some of which we have
examined, in which the boundaries and measurements of
the fields surveyed were carefully entered, and diagrams
made, with a neatness and exactness as if the whole related
to important land transactions instead of being mere school
exercises. Thus, in his earliest days, there was perseverance
and completeness in all his undertakings. Nothing was left
half done, or done in a hurried and slovenly manner. The
habit of mind thus cultivated continued throughout life. He
took a final leave of school in the autumn of 1747, and went
to reside with his brother Lawrence at Mount Vernon. Here
he continued his mathematical studies and his practice in
surveying. Being a favorite of Sir William Fairfax, he was
now an occasional inmate of Belvoir. Among the persons at
present residing there was Thomas, Lord Fairfax, cousin of
William Fairfax, and of whose immense landed property the
latter was the agent. Another inmate was George William
Fairfax, about twenty-two years of age, the eldest son of the
proprietor. He had been educated in England, and since his
return had married a daughter of Colonel Carey, of
Hampton, on James River. He had recently brought home his
bride and her sister to his father's house.

The merits of Washington were known and appreciated
by the Fairfax family. Though not quite sixteen years of age,
he no longer seemed a boy, nor was he treated as such. Tall,
athletic, and manly for his years, his early self-training, and
the code of conduct he had devised, gave a gravity and
decision to his conduct; his frankness and modesty inspired
cordial regard. Lord Fairfax was a staunch fox-hunter, and
kept horses and hounds in the English style. The hunting
season had arrived. The neighborhood abounded with sport;
but fox-hunting in Virginia required bold and skilful
horsemanship. He found Washington as bold as himself in
the saddle, and as eager to follow the hounds. He forthwith
took him into peculiar favor; made him his hunting
companion; and it was probably under the tuition of this



hard-riding old nobleman that the youth imbibed that
fondness for the chase for which he was afterwards
remarked.

This fox-hunting intercourse was attended with important
results. His lordship's possessions beyond the Blue Ridge
had never been regularly settled nor surveyed. Lawless
intruders—squatters, as they were called—were planting
themselves along the finest streams and in the richest
valleys, and virtually taking possession of the country. It was
the anxious desire of Lord Fairfax to have these lands
examined, surveyed, and portioned out into lots,
preparatory to ejecting these interlopers or bringing them to
reasonable terms. In Washington, notwithstanding his youth,
he beheld one fit for the task. The proposition had only to be
offered to Washington to be eagerly accepted. It was the
very kind of occupation for which he had been diligently
training himself. All the preparations required by one of his
simple habits were soon made, and in the month of March,
1748, just after he had completed his sixteenth year,
Washington set out on horseback, in company with George
William Fairfax.

Their route lay by Ashley's Gap, a pass through the Blue
Ridge, that beautiful line of mountains which, as yet, almost
formed the western frontier of inhabited Virginia. They
entered the great valley of Virginia, where it is about
twenty-five miles wide; a lovely and temperate region,
diversified by gentle swells and slopes, admirably adapted
to cultivation. The Blue Ridge bounds it on one side, the
North Mountain, a ridge of the Alleghanies, on the other;
while through it flows that bright and abounding river,
which, on account of its surpassing beauty, was named by
the Indians the Shenandoah—that is to say, "the daughter of
the stars."

The first station of the travellers was at a kind of lodge in
the wilderness, where the steward or land-bailiff of Lord
Halifax resided, with such negroes as were required for



farming purposes, and which Washington terms "his
lordship's quarter." It was situated not far from the
Shenandoah, and about twelve miles from the site of the
present town of Winchester. In a diary kept with his usual
minuteness, Washington speaks with delight of the beauty
of the trees and the richness of the land in the
neighborhood, and of his riding through a noble grove of
sugar maples on the banks of the Shenandoah; and, at the
present day, the magnificence of the forests which still exist
in this favored region justifies his eulogium.

His surveys commenced in the lower part of the valley
some distance above the junction of the Shenandoah with
the Potomac, and extended for many miles along the former
river. Here and there partial "clearings" had been made by
squatters and hardy pioneers, and their rude husbandry had
produced abundant crops of grain, hemp, and tobacco. More
than two weeks were passed by them in the wild
mountainous regions of Frederick County, and about the
south branch of the Potomac, surveying lands and laying out
lots, camped out the greater part of the time, and subsisting
on wild turkeys and other game. Having completed his
surveys, Washington set forth from the south branch of the
Potomac on his return homeward; crossed the mountains to
the great Cacapehon; traversed the Shenandoah valley;
passed through the Blue Ridge, and on the 12th of April
found himself once more at Mount Vernon. For his services
he received, according to his note-book, a doubloon per day
when actively employed.

The manner in which he had acquitted himself in this
arduous expedition, and his accounts of the country
surveyed, gave great satisfaction to Lord Fairfax, who
shortly afterwards moved across the Blue Ridge, and took
up his residence at the place heretofore noted as his
"quarters." Here he laid out a manor, containing ten
thousand acres of arable grazing lands, vast meadows, and



noble forests, and projected a spacious manor house, giving
to the place the name of Greenway Court.

It was probably through the influence of Lord Fairfax that
Washington received the appointment of public surveyor.
This conferred authority on his surveys, and entitled them to
be recorded in the county offices, and so invariably correct
have these surveys been found that to this day, wherever
any of them stand on record, they receive implicit credit. For
three years he continued in this occupation, which proved
extremely profitable, from the vast extent of country to be
surveyed and the very limited number of public surveyors. It
made him acquainted, also, with the country, the nature of
the soil in various parts, and the value of localities; all which
proved advantageous to him in his purchases in after years.

While thus employed for months at a time surveying the
lands beyond the Blue Ridge, he was often an inmate of
Greenway Court. The projected manor house was never
even commenced. On a green knoll overshadowed by trees
was a long stone building one story in height, with dormer-
windows, two wooden belfries, chimneys studded with
swallow and martin coops, and a roof sloping down in the
old Virginia fashion, into low projecting eaves that formed a
verandah the whole length of the house. It was probably the
house originally occupied by his steward or land agent, but
was now devoted to hospitable purposes and the reception
of guests.

Here Washington had full opportunity, in the proper
seasons, of indulging his fondness for field sports, and once
more accompanying his lordship in the chase. The
conversation of Lord Fairfax, too, was full of interest and
instruction to an inexperienced youth, from his cultivated
talents, his literary taste, and his past intercourse with the
best society of Europe, and its most distinguished authors.
He had brought books, too, with him into the wilderness,
and from Washington's diary we find that during his sojourn
here he was diligently reading the history of England, and



the essays of the "Spectator." Three or four years were thus
passed by Washington, the greater part of the time beyond
the Blue Ridge, but occasionally with his brother Lawrence
at Mount Vernon.
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RIVAL CLAIMS OF THE ENGLISH AND THE FRENCH.—PREPARATIONS FOR
HOSTILITIES.

During the time of Washington's surveying campaigns
among the mountains, a grand colonizing scheme had been
set on foot, destined to enlist him in hardy enterprises, and
in some degree to shape the course of his future fortunes.
The treaty of peace concluded at Aix-la-Chapelle, which had
put an end to the general war of Europe, had left undefined
the boundaries between the British and French possessions
in America. Immense regions were still claimed by both
nations, and each was now eager to forestall the other by
getting possession of them, and strengthening its claim by
occupancy.

The most desirable of these regions lay west of the
Alleghany Mountains, extending from the lakes to the Ohio,
and embracing the valley of that river and its tributary
streams. The French claimed all this country quite to the
Alleghany Mountains by the right of discovery. In 1673,
Padre Marquette, with his companion, Joliet, of Quebec, both
subjects of the crown of France, had passed down the
Mississippi in a canoe quite to the Arkansas, thereby,
according to an alleged maxim in the law of nations,
establishing the right of their sovereign, not merely to the
river so discovered and its adjacent lands, but to all the
country drained by its tributary streams, of which the Ohio
was one; a claim, the ramifications of which might be
spread, like the meshes of a web, over half the continent.

To this illimitable claim the English opposed a right
derived, at second hand, from a traditionary Indian



conquest. A treaty, they said, had been made at Lancaster,
in 1744, between commissioners from Pennsylvania,
Maryland and Virginia, and the Iroquois, or Six Nations,
whereby the latter, for four hundred pounds, gave up all
right and title to the land west of the Alleghany Mountains,
even to the Mississippi, which land, according to their
traditions, had been conquered by their forefathers. It is
undoubtedly true that such a treaty was made, and such a
pretended transfer of title did take place, under the
influence of spirituous liquors; but it is equally true that the
Indians in question did not, at the time, possess an acre of
the land conveyed; and that the tribes actually in
possession scoffed at their pretensions, and claimed the
country as their own from time immemorial.

Such were the shadowy foundations of claims which the
two nations were determined to maintain to the uttermost,
and which ripened into a series of wars, ending in a loss to
England of a great part of her American possessions, and to
France of the whole.

As yet in the region in question there was not a single
white settlement. Mixed Iroquois tribes of Delawares,
Shawnees, and Mingoes, had migrated into it early in the
century from the French settlements in Canada, and taken
up their abodes about the Ohio and its branches. The French
pretended to hold them under their protection; but their
allegiance, if ever acknowledged, had been sapped of late
years by the influx of fur traders from Pennsylvania. These
were often rough, lawless men, generally in the employ of
some trader, who, at the head of his retainers and a string
of pack-horses, would make his way over mountains and
through forests to the banks of the Ohio, establish his head-
quarters in some Indian town, and disperse his followers to
traffic among the hamlets, hunting-camps, and wigwams,
exchanging blankets, gaudy colored cloth, trinketry, powder,
shot, and rum, for valuable furs and peltry. In this way a



lucrative trade with these western tribes was springing up
and becoming monopolized by the Pennsylvanians.

To secure a participation in this trade, and to gain a
foothold in this desirable region, became now the wish of
some of the most intelligent and enterprising men of
Virginia and Maryland, among whom were Lawrence and
Augustine Washington. With these views they projected a
scheme, in connection with John Hanbury, a wealthy London
merchant, to obtain a grant of land from the British
government, for the purpose of forming settlements or
colonies beyond the Alleghanies. Government readily
countenanced a scheme by which French encroachments
might be forestalled, and prompt and quiet possession
secured of the great Ohio valley. An association was
accordingly chartered in 1749, by the name of "the Ohio
Company," and five hundred thousand acres of land was
granted to it west of the Alleghanies; between the
Monongahela and Kanawha rivers; though part of the land
might be taken up north of the Ohio, should it be deemed
expedient. The company were to pay no quit-rent for ten
years; but they were to select two-fifths of their lands
immediately; to settle one hundred families upon them
within seven years; to build a fort at their own expense, and
maintain a sufficient garrison in it for defence against the
Indians. Mr. Thomas Lee, president of the council of Virginia,
took the lead in the concerns of the company at the outset,
and by many has been considered its founder. On his death,
which soon took place, Lawrence Washington had the chief
management. His enlightened mind and liberal spirit shone
forth in his earliest arrangements.

Before the company had received its charter, the French
were in the field. Early in 1749, the Marquis de la
Galisionniere, governor of Canada, despatched Celeron de
Bienville, an intelligent officer, at the head of three hundred
men, to the banks of the Ohio, to make peace, as he said,
between the tribes that had become embroiled with each



other during the late war, and to renew the French
possession of the country. Celeron de Bienville distributed
presents among the Indians, made speeches reminding
them of former friendship, and warned them not to trade
with the English. He furthermore nailed leaden plates to
trees, and buried others in the earth, at the confluence of
the Ohio and its tributaries, bearing inscriptions purporting
that all the lands on both sides of the rivers to their sources
appertained, as in foregone times, to the crown of France.
The Indians gazed at these mysterious plates with
wondering eyes, but surmised their purport. "They mean to
steal our country from us," murmured they; and they
determined to seek protection from the English.

Celeron finding some traders from Pennsylvania
trafficking among the Indians, he summoned them to
depart, and wrote by them to James Hamilton, governor of
Pennsylvania, telling him the object of his errand to those
parts, and his surprise at meeting with English traders in a
country to which England had no pretensions; intimating
that, in future, any intruders of the kind would be rigorously
dealt with. His letter, and a report of his proceedings on the
Ohio, roused the solicitude of the governor and council of
Pennsylvania, for the protection of their Indian trade. Shortly
afterwards, one Hugh Crawford, who had been trading with
the Miami tribes on the Wabash, brought a message from
them, speaking of the promises and threats with which the
French were endeavoring to shake their faith, but assuring
the governor that their friendship for the English "would last
while the sun and moon ran round the world."

Governor Hamilton knew the value of Indian friendship,
and suggested to the assembly that it would be better to
clinch it with presents, and that as soon as possible. An
envoy accordingly was sent off early in October, who was
supposed to have great influence among the western tribes.
This was one George Croghan, a veteran trader, shrewd and
sagacious, who had been frequently to the Ohio country



with pack-horses and followers, and made himself popular
among the Indians by dispensing presents with a lavish
hand. He was accompanied by Andrew Montour, a Canadian
of half Indian descent, who was to act as interpreter. They
were provided with a small present for the emergency; but
were to convoke a meeting of all the tribes at Logstown, on
the Ohio, early in the ensuing spring, to receive an ample
present which would be provided by the assembly.

It was some time later in the same autumn that the Ohio
company brought their plans into operation, and despatched
an agent to explore the lands upon the Ohio and its
branches as low as the Great Falls. The man chosen for the
purpose was Christopher Gist, a hardy pioneer, experienced
in woodcraft and Indian life. He was allowed a woodsman or
two for the service of the expedition. He set out on the 31st
of October, crossed the ridges of the Alleghany, arrived at
Shannopin, a Delaware village on the Alleghany, swam his
horses across that river, and descending along its valley
arrived at Logstown, an important Indian village a little
below the site of the present city of Pittsburg. Here usually
resided Tanacharisson, a Seneca chief of great note, being
head sachem of the mixed tribes which had migrated to the
Ohio and its branches. He was generally surnamed the half-
king, being subordinate to the Iroquois confederacy. The
chief was absent at this time, as were most of his people, it
being the hunting season. George Croghan, the envoy from
Pennsylvania, with Montour his interpreter, had passed
through Logstown a week previously, on his way to the
Twightwees and other tribes, on the Miami branch of the
Ohio. Scarce any one was to be seen about the village but
some of Croghan's rough people, whom he had left behind
—"reprobate Indian traders," as Gist terms them. He took
his departure from Logstown, and at Beaver Creek, a few
miles below the village, he left the river and struck into the
interior of the present State of Ohio. Here he overtook
George Croghan at Muskingum, a town of Wyandots and



Mingoes. He had ordered all the traders in his employ who
were scattered among the Indian villages, to rally at this
town, where he had hoisted the English flag over his
residence, and over that of the sachem. This was in
consequence of the hostility of the French, who had recently
captured, in the neighborhood, three white men in the
employ of Frazier, an Indian trader, and had carried them
away prisoners to Canada.

Gist was well received by the people of Muskingum. They
were indignant at the French violation of their territories,
and the capture of their "English brothers." They had not
forgotten the conduct of Celeron de Bienville in the previous
year, and the mysterious plates which he had nailed against
trees and sunk in the ground. A council of the nation was
now held, in which Gist invited them, in the name of the
governor of Virginia, to visit that province, where a large
present of goods awaited them, sent by their father, the
great king, over the water to his Ohio children. The
invitation was graciously received, but no answer could be
given until a grand council of the western tribes had been
held, which was to take place at Logstown in the ensuing
spring.

Similar results attended visits made by Gist and Croghan
to the Delawares and the Shawnees at their villages about
the Scioto River; all promised to be at the gathering at
Logstown. From the Shawnee village, near the mouth of the
Scioto, the two emissaries shaped their course north two
hundred miles, crossed the Great Moneami, or Miami River,
on a raft, swimming their horses; and, on the 17th of
February, arrived at Piqua, the principal town of the
Twightwees or Miamis; the most powerful confederacy of the
West, combining four tribes, and extending its influence
even beyond the Mississippi. A king or sachem of one or
other of the different tribes presided over the whole. The
head chief at present was the king of the Piankeshas. At this
town Croghan formed a treaty of alliance in the name of the



governor of Pennsylvania with two of the Miami tribes. And
Gist was promised by the king of the Piankeshas that the
chiefs of the various tribes would attend the meeting at
Logstown to make a treaty with Virginia. [In the height of
these demonstrations of friendship, two envoys from the
French governor of Canada entered the council-house and
sought a renewal of the ancient alliance. But the Piankesha
chief turned his back upon the ambassadors, and left the
council-house.]

When Gist returned to the Shawnee town, near the
mouth of the Scioto, and reported to his Indian friends there
the alliance he had formed with the Miami confederacy,
there was great feasting and speech-making, and firing of
guns. He had now happily accomplished the chief object of
his mission—nothing remained but to descend the Ohio to
the Great Falls. This, however, he was cautioned not to do. A
large party of Indians, allies of the French, were hunting in
that neighborhood, who might kill or capture him. He
crossed the river attended only by a lad as a travelling
companion and aide, and proceeded cautiously down the
east side until within fifteen miles of the Falls. Here he came
upon traps newly set, and Indian footprints not a day old;
and heard the distant report of guns. The story of Indian
hunters then was true. Abandoning all idea, therefore, of
visiting the Falls, and contenting himself with the
information concerning them which he had received from
others, he shaped his course homeward.

While Gist had been making his painful way homeward,
the two Ottawa ambassadors had returned to Fort
Sandusky, bringing word to the French that their friendship
had been rejected and their hostility defied by the Miamis.
They informed them also of the gathering of the western
tribes that was to take place at Logstown, to conclude a
treaty with the Virginians.

It was a great object with the French to prevent this
treaty, and to spirit up the Ohio Indians against the English.



This they hoped to effect through the agency of one Captain
Joncaire, a veteran of the wilderness, who had grown gray in
Indian diplomacy, and was now sent to maintain French
sovereignty over the valley of the Ohio. He appeared at
Logstown accompanied by another Frenchman, and forty
Iroquois warriors. He found an assemblage of the western
tribes, feasting and rejoicing, and firing off guns, for George
Croghan, and Montour, the interpreter, were there, and had
been distributing presents on behalf of the governor of
Pennsylvania.

Joncaire was said to have the wit of a Frenchman, and the
eloquence of an Iroquois. He made an animated speech to
the chiefs in their own tongue, the gist of which was that
their father Onontio (that is to say, the governor of Canada)
desired his children of the Ohio to turn away the Indian
traders, and never to deal with them again on pain of his
displeasure; so saying, he laid down a wampum belt of
uncommon size, by way of emphasis to his message. For
once his eloquence was of no avail; a chief rose indignantly,
shook his finger in his face, and stamping on the ground,
"This is our land," said he. "What right has Onontio here?
The English are our brothers. They shall live among us as
long as one of us is alive. We will trade with them, and not
with you;" and, so saying, he rejected the belt of wampum.

Joncaire returned to an advanced post recently
established on the upper part of the river, whence he wrote
to the governor of Pennsylvania: "The Marquis de la
Jonquiere, governor of New France, having ordered me to
watch that the English make no treaty in the Ohio country, I
have signified to the traders of your government to retire.
You are not ignorant that all these lands belong to the King
of France, and that the English have no right to trade in
them." He concluded by reiterating the threat made two
years previously by Celeron de Bienville against all intruding
fur traders. In the meantime, in the face of all these protests
and menaces, Mr. Gist, under sanction of the Virginia



Legislature, proceeded in the same year to survey the lands
within the grant of the Ohio company, lying on the south
side of the Ohio river, as far down as the great Kanawha.

The French now prepared for hostile contingencies. They
launched an armed vessel of unusual size on Lake Ontario;
fortified their trading-house at Niagara; strengthened their
outposts, and advanced others on the upper waters of the
Ohio. A stir of warlike preparation was likewise to be
observed among the British colonies. It was evident that the
adverse claims to the disputed territories, if pushed home,
could only be settled by the stern arbitrament of the sword.

In Virginia, especially, the war spirit was manifest. The
province was divided into military districts, each having an
adjutant-general, with the rank of major, and the pay of one
hundred and fifty pounds a year, whose duty was to attend
to the organization and equipment of the militia. Such an
appointment was sought by Lawrence Washington for his
brother George, who set about preparing himself, with his
usual method and assiduity, for his new duties. Virginia had
among its floating population some military relics of the late
Spanish war. Among these was a certain Adjutant Muse, a
Westmoreland volunteer, who had served with Lawrence
Washington in the campaigns in the West Indies. He now
undertook to instruct his brother George in the art of war;
lent him treatises on military tactics; put him through the
manual exercise, and gave him some idea of evolutions in
the field. Another of Lawrence's campaigning comrades was
Jacob Van Braam, a Dutchman by birth, who had been in the
British army, but was now out of service, and, professing to
be a complete master of fence, recruited his slender purse
in this time of military excitement, by giving the Virginian
youth lessons in the sword exercise. Under the instructions
of these veterans Mount Vernon, from being a quiet rural
retreat, was suddenly transformed into a school of arms.

Washington's martial studies, however, were interrupted
for a time by the critical state of his brother's health. The



constitution of Lawrence had always been delicate, and he
had been obliged repeatedly to travel for a change of air.
There were now pulmonary symptoms of a threatening
nature, and, by advice of his physicians, he determined to
pass a winter in the West Indies, taking with him his favorite
brother George as a companion. They accordingly sailed for
Barbadoes on the 28th of September, 1751. George kept a
journal of the voyage with log-book brevity, recording the
wind and weather, but no events worth citation. They
landed at Barbadoes on the 3d of November. The resident
physician of the place gave a favorable report of Lawrence's
case, and held out hopes of a cure.

The brothers had scarcely been a fortnight at the island
when George was taken down by a severe attack of small-
pox. Skilful medical treatment, with the kind attentions of
friends, and especially of his brother, restored him to health
in about three weeks; but his face always remained slightly
marked.

The residence at Barbadoes failed to have the
anticipated effect on the health of Lawrence, and he
determined to seek the sweet climate of Bermuda in the
spring. He felt the absence from his wife, and it was
arranged that George should return to Virginia, and bring
her out to meet him at that island. Accordingly, on the 22d
of December, George set sail in the "Industry," bound to
Virginia, where he arrived on the 1st of February, 1752, after
five weeks of stormy winter seafaring.

Lawrence remained through the winter at Barbadoes; but
the very mildness of the climate relaxed and enervated him.
He felt the want of the bracing winter weather to which he
had been accustomed. Even the invariable beauty of the
climate, the perpetual summer, wearied the restless invalid.
Still some of the worst symptoms of his disorder had
disappeared, and he seemed to be slowly recovering; but
the nervous restlessness and desire of change, often
incidental to his malady, had taken hold of him, and early in


