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Introduction

The Aim of This Book

This book was written to provide a superior alternative to the increasing use of Content Management
Systems (CMS) programs (WordPress, Joomla, Drupal, Go Daddy, etc.). CMS is a children’s coloring book
style of program that has resulted in millions of dreadful websites produced by amateurs who have no
training in design and web-user psychology. The aim of this book is to teach the readers those essential skills
in addition to teaching them how to use HTML and CSS code.

Producers of CMS programs promote their programs by implying that HTML and CSS are difficult
to learn. However, HTML and CSS are not difficult. As languages go, they have a very small vocabulary,
and better still, all the words are either English words or abbreviations of English words. This book will
demonstrate that coding is not difficult and will also show you how to use HTML and CSS to produce
unique, fast-loading, top-quality websites.

This book will teach you HTML and CSS using short, easily assimilated steps. Practical Website Design
Jfor Absolute Beginners avoids a tedious theoretical approach by introducing small amounts of new code
in each short chapter. HTML and CSS are essential if you wish to take full control of a website’s design and
maintenance.

I have provided the reader with a wide range of attractive templates for web pages and websites. The
great majority of chapters build on the templates created in previous chapters. The reader has a practical
project to complete in almost all the chapters and is taught to produce practical web pages right from
the start. The readers are guided to produce the majority of the templates themselves by following the
instructions in each chapter. As a result they will have an intimate knowledge of the code in the templates
and will have complete control over the quality and content of their sites.

The Origin of This Book

When teaching web design to my students, I prepared worksheets and emailed them so that they could have
hands-on experience. I found that students learned faster if the chapters were short, they felt a real sense of
achievement as they completed each small project. This book is a collection of those short worksheets so
that readers can learn without the aid of an online human tutor.

Who Is This Book for?

This book will help people who would like to do the following:
e  Design and produce their own unique, fast-loading websites
e  Avoid using complex slow-loading JavaScript by using HTML5 and CMS

e  Have complete control over their websites
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e Maintain a website that they already own
e  Upgrade from HTML 4 to HTML 5
e  Escape from the restraints, disadvantages, and uniformity of CMS-based websites

In this book, you will not only learn to use HTML and CSS, but you will be taught vital features that you
will not learn from CMS programs. For instance, you will be taught the following:

e  The techniques for creating an attractive and useful website
e  How to ensure that your site will be found by search engines
e Theimportance of focus and the composition of web pages

e  The effective use of color

e  How to create clear, intuitive navigation between the pages of a website

The Level of Skill Required

If you can type an email or a letter, you can create an HTML web page and a CSS style sheet. However, you
must possess the basic skills for using Windows or Mac operating systems so that you know how to the
following:

e Create a new folder

e  Navigate from folder to folder

e  Putashortcuticon on your desktop

¢ Download and install a free program
e  Save a copy of a file using Save As...

e Right-click and rename a file or folder
e  Copy and paste using short-cut keys

e  Beable to download folders from the book’s website and unzip them

The Structure of This Book

Practical Website Design for Absolute Beginners is a project-oriented book that introduces small amounts of
new code in short practical chapters. Each chapter builds on the templates created in the previous chapters.
The many web pages and website templates can be easily adapted by readers for their own websites.

Chapter 1: This chapter explains the considerable advantages of using HTML and CSS rather than a
coloring-book content management system (CMS). The next sections give advice on using free programs
to enable you to produce the book’s websites and adaptable templates. You will learn about the standard
structure for a web page and then produce your first web page structure, which will form the basis of all the
subsequent projects in the book.

Chapter 2: The previous chapter only produced the structure for a web page, so this chapter adds some
content to that structure. The reader will add an extra page and learn how to link the two pages by means of
hyperlinks.

Chapter 3: This chapter applies CSS styling (Cascading Style Sheets) to the previously created template.
The chapter demonstrates how the appearance of all the pages in a whole website can be changed by an
amendment to the single CSS file. The CSS amendment cascades into all the pages in the website.
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