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1Although, O Romans, your numerous assembly has
always seemed to me the most agreeable body that any one
can address, and this place, which is most honourable to
plead in, has also seemed always the most distinguished
place for delivering an oration in, still I have been prevented
from trying this road to glory, which has at all times been
entirely open to every virtuous man, not indeed by my own
will, but by the system of life which I have adopted from my
earliest years. For as hitherto I have not dared, on account
of my youth, to intrude upon the authority of this place, and
as I considered that no arguments ought to be brought to
this place except such as were the fruit of great ability, and
worked up with the greatest industry, I have thought it fit to
devote all my time to the necessities of my friends. 2And
accordingly, this place has never been unoccupied by men
who were defending your cause, and my industry, which has
been virtuously and honestly employed about the dangers
of private individuals, has received its most honourable
reward in your approbation. For when, on account of the
adjournment of the comitia, I was three times elected the
first praetor by all the centuries, I easily perceived, O
Romans, what your opinion of me was, and what conduct
you enjoined to others. Now, when there is that authority in
me which you, by conferring honours on me, have chosen
that there should be, and all that facility in pleading which
almost daily practice in speaking can give a vigilant man
who has habituated himself to the forum, at all events, if I


