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This being the age of criticism, and not the time of taking
for granted as a fact whatever one had heard from book or
speech, an investigation of the story of Cook's Discovery of
New South Wales may neither be unwelcome nor
unexpected.

The story must have been deemed of consequence,
when the Admiralty was willing to pay Dr. Hawkesworth six
thousand guineas, or pounds, as reported, to write the
account of that voyage in H.M.S. Endeavour.

Though even after its appearance some doubts were
expressed as to its propriety, or even veracity, yet some
allowance was made for professional jealousies, as well as
for the paucity of information upon Australian matters, and


