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PACKING AND THE OUTFIT
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Ordinarily the verb to pack means to stow articles snugly
into receptacles, but in the parlance of the trail it often
means to carry or transport the articles from place to place.
The pack in the language of the trail is the load a man or
horse carries.

Likewise, a portage on a canoe route is a break between
navigable waters, over which canoe and outfit must be
carried; or the word may be used as a verb, and one may
say, "l will portage the canoe," meaning "l will carry the
canoe." In the course of the following pages these terms will
doubtless all be used in their various significations.

Save for the few who are able to employ a retinue of
professional guides and packers to attend to the details of
transportation, the one chief problem that confronts the
wilderness traveler is that of how to reduce the weight of his
outfit to the minimum with the least possible sacrifice of
comfort. It is only the veriest tenderfoot that deliberately
endures hardships or discomforts where hardships and
discomforts are unnecessary. Experienced wilderness
travelers always make themselves as comfortable as
conditions will permit, and there is no reason why one who
hits the trail for sport, recreation or health should do
otherwise.



In a description, then, of the methods of packing and
transporting outfits the tenderfoot and even the man whose
feet are becoming calloused may welcome some hints as to
the selection of compact, light, but, at the same time,
efficient outfits. These hints on outfitting, therefore, | shall
give, leaving out of consideration the details of camp
making, camp cookery and those phases of woodcraft that
have no direct bearing upon the prime question of packing
and transportation on the trail.

Let us classify the various methods of wilderness travel
under the following heads: 1. By Canoe; 2. With Saddle and
Pack Animals; 3. Afoot in Summer; 4. On Snowshoes; 5. With
Dogs and Sledge. Taking these in order, and giving our
attention first to canoe travel, it will be found convenient
further to subdivide this branch of the subject and discuss in
order: (a) The Canoe and its Equipment; (b) Camp
Equipment for a Canoe Trip; (c) Personal Equipment; (d)
Food; (e) The Portage.
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A sixteen-foot canoe with a width of at least 33 inches
and a depth of at least 12 inches will accommodate two
men, an adequate camping outfit and a full ten weeks'
provisions very nicely, and at the same time not lie too deep
in the water. A fifteen-foot canoe, unless it has a beam of at
least 35 inches and a depth of 12 inches or more, is
unsuitable. Three men with their outfit and provisions will
require an eighteen-foot canoe with a width of 35 inches or
more and a depth of no less than 13 inches, or a seventeen-
foot canoe with a width of 37 inches and 13 inches deep.
The latter size is lighter by from ten to fifteen pounds than
the former, while the displacement is about equal.

The best all-around canoe for cruising and hard usage is
the canvas-covered cedar canoe. Both ribs and planking
should be of cedar, and only full length planks should enter
into the construction. Where short planking is used the
canoe will sooner or later become hogged—that is, the ends
will sag downward from the middle.

In Canada the "Peterborough" canoe is more largely used
than the canvas-covered. These are to be had in both
basswood and cedar. Cedar is brittle, while basswood is
tough, but the latter absorbs water more readily than the
former and in time will become more or less waterlogged.



Cruising canoes should be supplied with a middle thwart
for convenient portaging. Any canoe larger than sixteen feet
should have three thwarts. To lighten weight on the portage,
and provide more room for storing outfit, it is advisable to
remove the cane seats with which canvas canoes are
usually provided. This can be readily done by unscrewing
the nuts beneath the gunwale which hold the seats in
position.

Good strong paddles—sufficiently strong to withstand the
heavy strain to which cruising paddles are put—should be
selected. On the portage they must bear the full weight of
the canoe; they will frequently be utilized in poling up
stream against stiff currents; and in running rapids they will
be subjected to rough usage. On extended cruises it is
advisable to carry one spare paddle to take the place of one
that may be rendered useless.

Experienced canoemen pole up minor rapids. Poles for
this purpose can usually be cut at the point where they are
needed, but pole "shoes"—that is, spikes fitted with ferrules
—to fit on the ends of poles are a necessary adjunct to the
outfit where poling is to be done. Without shoes to hold the
pole firmly on the bottom of the stream the pole may slip
and pitch the canoeman overboard. The ferrules should be
punctured with at least two nail holes, by which they may
be secured to the poles, and a few nails should be carried
for this purpose.

A hundred feet or so of half-inch rope should also be
provided, to be used as a tracking line and the various other
uses for which rope may be required.
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Personal likes and prejudices have much to do with the
form of tent chosen. My own preference is for either the "A"
or wedge tent, with the Hudson's Bay model as second
choice, for general utility. Either of these is particularly
adapted also to winter travel where the tent must often be
pitched upon the snow. If, however, the tent is only to be
used in summer, and particularly in canoe travel where a
light, easily erected model is desired, the Frazer tent is both
ideal for comfort and is an exceedingly light weight model
for portaging.

Duck or drill tents are altogether too heavy and quite out
of date. They soak water and are an abomination on the
portage. The best tent is one of balloon silk, tanalite, or of
extra light green waterproofed tent cloth. The balloon silk
tent is very slightly heavier than either of the others, but is
exceedingly durable. For instance, a 71/5 x 71/5 foot "A" tent
of either tanalite or extra light green waterproof tent cloth,
fitted with sod cloth, complete, weighs eight pounds, while a
similar tent of waterproof balloon silk weighs nine pounds. A
Hudson's Bay model, 6 x 9 feet, weighs respectively seven
and seven and one-half pounds.

These three cloths are not only waterproof and
practically rot proof, but do not soak water, which is a



feature for consideration where much portaging is to be
done and camp is moved almost daily.

Some dealers recommend that customers going into a fly
or mosquito country have the tent door fitted with bobbinet.
The idea is good, but cheese cloth is much cheaper and
incomparably better than bobbinet.

The cheese-cloth door should be made rather full, and
divided at the center from tent peak to ground, with
numerous tie strings to bring the edges tight together when
in use, and other strings or tapes on either side, where it is
attached to the tent, to reef or roll and tie it back out of the
way when not needed.

When purchasing a light-weight tent, see that the dealer
supplies a bag of proper size in which to pack it.

A pack cloth 6 x 7 feet in size, of brown waterproof
canvas weighing about 3!/, pounds, makes an excellent
covering for the tent floor at night. On the portage blankets
and odds and ends will be packed and carried on it. If one
end and the two sides of the pack cloth are fitted with snap
buttons it may be converted into a snug sleeping bag with a
pair of blankets folded lengthwise, the bottom and sides of
the blanket secured with blanket safety pins as a lining for
the bag.

My standby for summer camping is a fine all-wool gray
blanket 72 x 78 inches in size and weighing 5/5 pounds.
This | have found sufficient even in frosty autumn weather—
always, in fact, until the weather grows cold enough to
freeze streams and close them to canoe navigation. Used as
a lining for the improvised pack cloth sleeping bag, this



blanket is quite bedding enough and makes an exceedingly
comfortable bed, too.

A three-quarter axe with a 24- or 28-inch handle makes a
mighty good camp axe. A full axe is heavy and inconvenient
to portage and the lighter axe will serve every purpose in
any country at any time. Personally | favor the Hudson's Bay
axe. This may be had fitted either with a 24-inch or 18-inch
handle. In the two-party outfit which we are discussing there
should be two axes, one of which may be fitted with the
shorter handle, but the other should have at least a 24- and
preferably a 28-inch handle. Every axe should have a
leather sheath or scabbard for convenient packing. The so-
called pocket axes are too small to be of practical use. The
camper does not wish to miss the luxury of the big evening
camp-fire, and he can never provide for it with a small
hatchet or toy pocket axe.

Cooking utensils of aluminum alloy are the lightest and
best for the trail. Tin and iron will rust, enamel ware will
chip, and unalloyed aluminum is too soft and bends out of
shape. The best sporting goods dealers carry complete
outfits of aluminum alloy. | have used them in the frigid
North and in the tropics, in canoe, sledging, tramping and
horseback journeys, and can recommend them
unequivocally, save perhaps the frying pan.

The two-man cooking and dining outfit should contain the
following utensils:

« 1 Pot with cover 7 x 61/, inches, capacity three

quarts.
« 1 Coffee pot 6 x 61/g inches, capacity two quarts.



