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PREFACE
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This volume completes the series of "The Boy Travellers
in the Far East." It attempts to describe Ceylon and India,
together with Borneo, the Philippine Islands, and Burmah, in
the same manner that the preceding volumes gave an
account of Japan, China, Siam, Java, Cochin-China,
Cambodia, and the Malay Archipelago.

Frank and Fred have continued their journey under the
guidance of Doctor Bronson, and the plan of their travels is
identical with that previously followed. The words of the last
preface may be repeated in this: "The incidents of the
narrative were mainly the experiences of the author at a
recent date; and the descriptions of countries, cities,
temples, people, manners, and customs are nearly all from
his personal observations and notes. He has endeavored to
give a faithful account of Ceylon, India, Burmah, and the
Philippine Islands as they appear to-day, and trusts that the
only fiction of the book is in the names of the individuals
who tell the story."

As in the foregoing volumes, the narrative has been
interrupted occasionally, in order to introduce matters of
general interest to juvenile readers. The author hopes that
the chapters on meteors, sea-serpents, and outrigger boats
will meet the same welcome that was accorded to the
episode of a whaling voyage, in the first volume, and the
digressions concerning naval architecture, submarine
explorations, and the adventures of Marco Polo, in the
second.



The publishers have kindly allowed the use of
illustrations that have appeared in previous publications, in
addition to those specially prepared for this volume. The
author has consulted the works of previous travellers in the
Far East to supplement his own information, and is under
obligations to several of them. As in the last volume, he is
specially indebted to Mr. Frank Vincent, Jr., author of "The
Land of the White Elephant," for his descriptions of Burmah,
and for the use of several of the engravings relative to that
country. Other authorities have been generally credited in
the text of the work, or in foot-notes to the pages where
quotations are made.

In their departure from Bombay, Frank and Fred have left
the Far East behind them; but, as they are yet a long way
from home, they can hardly be said to have finished their
travels. It is quite possible that they may be heard from
again, in the company of their good friend, the Doctor, and
may allow us, as they have heretofore, to glance at their
letters to friends at home.

T.W.K.
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The conference over the route to be followed from
Batavia was long and animated. Frank and Fred each
proposed at least a dozen plans, but as fast as a scheme
was suggested it was overthrown in consequence of
unforeseen difficulties.

While they were in the midst of their discussion, Doctor
Bronson left the room, and soon returned with a newspaper
in his hand. The boys looked up, and by the smile on his
face they at once understood that he held the solution of
the puzzle. So they pushed aside the maps, and waited for
him to speak.

"We start to-morrow morning," said the Doctor, "and
must send our heavy baggage away in an hour."

"All right," responded the boys, cheerily; "we can be
ready in half that time if necessary," Fred added, as he rose
from the table, and was followed by Frank.

True to their promise, they were back again in less than
half an hour, and declared that all was ready. The Doctor
had been occupied with his trunks while the boys were
preparing their effects, and as he had more to attend to
than they, he was not quite as prompt. But before the end
of the hour he joined them, and then the porter of the hotel



was summoned to take away the baggage and see it safely
on board the steamer.

"Now we shall know where we're going," said Frank,"and I
suppose the Doctor's newspaper has something to do with
our movements."

"Quite correct," the Doctor responded; "it has very much
to do with them."

Then he opened the sheet, which was nothing more nor
less than a paper printed at Batavia, in the Dutch language.
He directed their attention to an advertisement, and they
were not long in spelling it out and divining its meaning. It
was to the effect that a steamer was to sail early the next
day for Borneo and the Philippine Islands. The Doctor
explained that he was fortunate enough to find the captain
of this vessel in the office of the hotel, and had arranged for
them to take passage on her to Sarawak and Manilla.

"I understand," said Frank, "Sarawak is in Borneo, and
Manilla is the capital of the Philippine Islands. We shall visit
both those places."

"Yes," replied Doctor Bronson, "the steamer goes first to
Sarawak, where she has a lot of cargo to leave, and perhaps
some to take, and then she proceeds to Manilla. If you study
the map you will see that Sarawak is almost on a direct line
from Batavia to Manilla."

They looked at the map, and found it as the Doctor had
stated. Fred wished to learn something about Borneo, but
the Doctor suggested they would have plenty of time for
that on the voyage, and they had better devote the evening
to a farewell drive through Batavia. The boys at once



assented to the proposal, and as soon as a carriage could be
called they were off.

 CHINESE HORSE
SHOEING.

Their drive led them along the broad avenues of Batavia,
and close to the banks of one of the canals where a number
of boys were enjoying an afternoon bath. Then they passed
through a part of the Chinese quarter where Frank and Fred
were greatly amused at the operation of shoeing a horse.
The unhappy beast was tied between a couple of upright
posts, and partially suspended from a horizontal beam, so
that he had very little chance to kick or struggle. Evidently
he had given up all idea of resistance, as he stood with his
eyes half closed, and presented a general appearance of
resignation.

Our friends returned to the hotel in good season for
dinner, which contained the inevitable curry to which the


