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WHEN we consider the great extent of the Chinese
Empire and its teeming population—both of them larger
than those of Europe—and the fact that a race with a
natural gift for the potter's craft and a deep appreciation of
its productions has lived and laboured there for twenty
centuries (to look no farther back than the Han dynasty), it
seems almost presumptuous to attempt a history of so vast
and varied an industry within the compass of two volumes.
Anything approaching finality in such a subject is out of the
question, and, indeed, imagination staggers at the thought
of a complete record of every pottery started in China in the
past and present.

As far as pottery is concerned, we must be content with
the identification of a few prominent types and with very
broad classifications, whether they be chronological or
topographical. Indeed, the potteries named in the Chinese


