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“It is desirable that accurate information on the
enormities of the slave trade should be spread at
home and abroad, and that to slave-holding states all
evidence proving the superior advantages of free
labor should be freely supplied,” was a sentiment
uttered by his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales at
the jubilee meeting of the Antislavery Society. His
vast and influential audience cordially responded to
it.

It seems to me that the same sentiment should
also be published for the benefit of all those in
America or England who are or may become
interested in the welfare and progress of the negro
races, and of their advancement towards civilization.
With that view, I shall endeavor in this article to lay
before you the present actual condition of Africa in
respect to slavery, the slave trade, and slave-raiding,
and the efforts which are being made to remedy their
destructive effects, and to extirpate the causes, by
opening the continent to the influences of legitimate
trade.

The maritime exploration of the African coasts by
the Portuguese navigators in the fifteenth century
was the direct cause of the first inception of the


