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The peculiar circumstances of this occasion not only
justify, but seem to demand a departure from the course
generally followed by preachers at the introduction of a
brother into the sacred office. It is usual to speak of the
nature, design, duties, and advantages of the Christian
ministry; and on these topics I should now be happy to
insist, did I not remember that a minister is to be given this
day to a religious society, whose peculiarities of opinion
have drawn upon them much remark, and may I not add,
much reproach. Many good minds, many sincere Christians,
I am aware, are apprehensive that the solemnities of this
day are to give a degree of influence to principles which
they deem false and injurious. The fears and anxieties of
such men I respect; and, believing that they are grounded in
part on mistake, I have thought it my duty to lay before you,
as clearly as I can, some of the distinguishing opinions of
that class of Christians in our country, who are known to
sympathize with this religious society. I must ask your
patience, for such a subject is not to be despatched in a
narrow compass. I must also ask you to remember, that it is
impossible to exhibit, in a single discourse, our views of
every doctrine of Revelation, much less the differences of
opinion which are known to subsist among ourselves. I shall
confine myself to topics, on which our sentiments have been
misrepresented, or which distinguish us most widely from
others. May I not hope to be heard with candor? God deliver


