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THE Eagle is often called the King of Birds, and therefore it
is of him that we ought to speak first. Very likely you have
often seen eagles in the Zoological Gardens, and, if so, you
know what noble looking birds they are. But they seem very
sad in their prison-houses, to which no kindness can ever
attach them. They are formed to soar boldly to the top of
some lonely mountain height, and there dwell far from the
abode of men. And to chain them down upon a stunted
branch, within reach of all who like to go and gaze upon
them, seems treating them unworthily. One can almost
fancy that they show by their sullen, brooding attitude, and
sparkling eyes, how much they feel themselves degraded
and out of place. I cannot tell you that the Eagle is of any
real service to man, but every one who has been out
amongst the mountains, reckons it a fine sight if he can
catch a glimpse of one or more of these noble birds soaring
in the air. Eagles are found in every country where there are
mountains. In Ireland, and sometimes in England and
Scotland, the large golden eagle is found, and is a very fine
bird. In America there is an eagle called the Bird of
Washington, which is so large that its wings spread out from
seven to ten feet. The body of the bird is not so very much


