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I. 
 

During this quiet time of peace we are fast forgetting the
exciting and astonishing events of the Napoleonic wars;
and the very names of Europe's conquerors are becoming
antiquated to the ears of our children. Those were more
romantic days than these; for the revulsions occasioned by
revolution or invasion were full of romance; and travelers
in those countries in which these scenes had place hear
strange and wonderful stories, whose truth so much
resembles fiction, that, while interested in the narration,
we never give implicit credence to the narrator. Of this kind
is a tale I heard at Naples. The fortunes of war perhaps did


