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About the Author

Pelham Grenville Wodehouse (always known as ‘Plum’)
wrote more than ninety novels and some three hundred
short stories over 73 years. He is widely recognised as the
greatest 20th century writer of humour in the English
language.

Wodehouse mixed the high culture of his classical
education with the popular slang of the suburbs in both
England and America, becoming a ‘cartoonist of words’.
Drawing on the antics of a near-contemporary world, he
placed his Drones, Earls, Ladies (including draconian aunts
and eligible girls) and Valets, in a recently vanished society,
whose reality is transformed by his remarkable imagination
into something timeless and enduring.

Perhaps best known for the escapades of Bertie Wooster
and Jeeves, Wodehouse also created the world of Blandings
Castle, home to Lord Emsworth and his cherished pig, the
Empress of Blandings. His stories include gems concerning
the irrepressible and disreputable Ukridge; Psmith, the
elegant socialist; the ever-so-slightly-unscrupulous Fifth
Earl of Ickenham, better known as Uncle Fred; and those
related by Mr Mulliner, the charming raconteur of The
Angler’s Rest, and the Oldest Member at the Golf Club.

Wodehouse collaborated with a variety of partners on
straight plays and worked principally alongside Guy Bolton
on providing the lyrics and script for musical comedies with



such composers as George Gershwin, Irving Berlin and
Cole Porter. He liked to say that the royalties for ‘Just My
Bill’, which Jerome Kern incorporated into Showboat, were
enough to keep him in tobacco and whisky for the rest of
his life.

In 1936 he was awarded The Mark Twain Medal for ‘having
made an outstanding and lasting contribution to the
happiness of the world’. He was made a Doctor of Letters
by Oxford University in 1939 and in 1975, aged 93, he was
knighted by Queen Elizabeth II. He died shortly afterwards,
on St Valentine’s Day.

To have created so many characters that require no
introduction places him in a very select group of writers,
lead by Shakespeare and Dickens.


