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INTRODUCTION.

The manifestations described in this story commenced one
year ago. No person has yet been able to ascertain their
cause. Scientific men from all parts of Canada and the
United States have investigated them in vain. Some people
think that electricity is the principal agent; others,
mesmerism; whilst others again, are sure they are
produced by the devil. Of the three supposed causes, the
latter is certainly the most plausible theory, for some of the
manifestations are remarkably devilish in their appearance
and effect. For instance, the mysterious setting of fires, the
powerful shaking of the house, the loud and incessant
noises and distinct knocking, as if made by invisible sledge-
hammers, on the walls; also, the strange actions of the
household furniture, which moves about in the broad
daylight without the slightest visible cause.

As these strange things only occur while Miss Esther Cox is
present, she has become known as the "Amherst Mystery"
throughout the entire country.

The author of this work lived for six weeks in the haunted
house, and considers it his duty to place the entire matter
before the public in its true light, having been requested to
do so by the family of Miss Cox.



CHAPTER I.

THE HOME OF ESTHER COX.

Ambherst, Nova Scotia, is a beautiful little village on the
famous Bay of Fundy; has a population of about three
thousand souls, and contains four churches, an academy, a
music hall, a large iron foundry, a large shoe factory, and
more stores of various kinds than any village of its size in
the Province.

The private residences of the more wealthy inhabitants are
very picturesque in their appearance, being surrounded by
beautifully laid out lawns, containing ornamental trees of
various kinds and numerous beds of flowers of choice and
sometimes very rare varieties.

The residences of Parson Townsend, Mr. Robb, Doctor
Nathan Tupper, and Mr. G.G. Bird, proprietor of the
Amherst book store; also that of Mr. Amos Purdy, the
village Post Master, and others too numerous to mention,
are sure to attract the visitor's attention and command his
admiration.

On Princess street, near Church, there stands a neat two
story cottage, painted yellow. It has in front a small yard,
which extends back to the stable. The tidy appearance of
the cottage and its pleasant situation are sure to attract a
stranger's attention. Upon entering the house everything is
found to be so tastefully arranged, so scrupulously clean,
and so comfortable, that the visitor feels at home in a
moment, being confident that everything is looked after by
a thrifty housewife.

The first floor consists of four rooms, a parlor containing a
large bay window, filled with beautiful geraniums of every
imaginable color and variety, is the first to attract attention;
then the dining room, with its old fashioned clock, its
numerous home made rugs, easy chairs, and commodious



