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I
I
Who is right, the idealists or the materialists? The question,
once stated in this way, hesitation becomes impossible.
Undoubtedly the idealists are wrong and the materialists
right. Yes, facts are before ideas; yes, the ideal, as
Proudhon said, is but a flower, whose root lies in the
material conditions of existence. Yes, the whole history of
humanity, intellectual and moral, political and social, is but
a reflection of its economic history.

All branches of modem science, of true and disinterested
science, concur in proclaiming this grand truth,
fundamental and decisive: The social world, properly
speaking, the human world - in short, humanity - is nothing
other than the last and supreme development - at least on
our planet and as far as we know - the highest
manifestation of animality. But as every development
necessarily implies a negation, that of its base or point of
departure, humanity is at the same time and essentially the
deliberate and gradual negation of the animal element in
man; and it is precisely this negation, as rational as it is
natural, and rational only because natural - at once
historical and logical, as inevitable as the development and
realization of all the natural laws in the world - that
constitutes and creates the ideal, the world of intellectual
and moral convictions, ideas.

Yes, our first ancestors, our Adams and our Eves, were, if
not gorillas, very near relatives of gorillas, omnivorous,



intelligent and ferocious beasts, endowed in a higher
degree than the animals of another species with two
precious faculties - the power to think and the desire to
rebel.

These faculties, combining their progressive action in
history, represent the essential factor, the negative power
in the positive development of human animality, and create
consequently all that constitutes humanity in man.

The Bible, which is a very interesting and here and there
very profound book when considered as one of the oldest
surviving manifestations of human wisdom and fancy,
expresses this truth very naively in its myth of original sin.
Jehovah, who of all the good gods adored by men was
certainly the most jealous, the most vain, the most
ferocious, the most unjust, the most bloodthirsty, the most
despotic, and the most hostile to human dignity and liberty
- Jehovah had just created Adam and Eve, to satisfy we
know not what caprice; no doubt to while away his time,
which must weigh heavy on his hands in his eternal egoistic
solitude, or that he might have some new slaves. He
generously placed at their disposal the whole earth, with all
its fruits and animals, and set but a single limit to this
complete enjoyment. He expressly forbade them from
touching the fruit of the tree of knowledge. He wished,
therefore, that man, destitute of all understanding of
himself, should remain an eternal beast, ever on all-fours
before the eternal God, his creator and his master. But here
steps in Satan, the eternal rebel, the first freethinker and
the emancipator of worlds. He makes man ashamed of his
bestial ignorance and obedience; he emancipates him,
stamps upon his brow the seal of liberty and humanity, in
urging him to disobey and eat of the fruit of knowledge.



We know what followed. The good God, whose foresight,
which is one of the divine faculties, should have warned
him of what would happen, flew into a terrible and
ridiculous rage; he cursed Satan, man, and the world
created by himself, striking himself so to speak in his own
creation, as children do when they get angry; and, not
content with smiting our ancestors themselves, he cursed
them in all the generations to come, innocent of the crime
committed by their forefathers. Our Catholic and
Protestant theologians look upon that as very profound and
very just, precisely because it is monstrously iniquitous and
absurd. Then, remembering that he was not only a God of
vengeance and wrath, but also a God of love, after having
tormented the existence of a few milliards of poor human
beings and condemned them to an eternal hell, he took pity
on the rest, and, to save them and reconcile his eternal and
divine love with his eternal and divine anger, always greedy
for victims and blood, he sent into the world, as an
expiatory victim, his only son, that he might be killed by
men. That is called the mystery of the Redemption, the
basis of all the Christian religions. Still, if the divine Savior
had saved the human world! But no; in the paradise
promised by Christ, as we know, such being the formal
announcement, the elect will number very few. The rest,
the immense majority of the generations present and to
come, will burn eternally in hell. In the meantime, to
console us, God, ever just, ever good, hands over the earth
to the government of the Napoleon Thirds, of the William
Firsts, of the Ferdinands of Austria, and of the Alexanders
of all the Russias.

Such are the absurd tales that are told and the monstrous
doctrines that are taught, in the full light of the nineteenth



century, in all the public schools of Europe, at the express
command of the government. They call this civilizing the
people! Is it not plain that all these governments are
systematic poisoners, interested stupefies of the masses?

I have wandered from my subject, because anger gets hold
of me whenever I think of the base and criminal means
which they employ to keep the nations in perpetual slavery,
undoubtedly that they may be the better able to fleece
them. Of what consequence are the crimes of all the
Tropmanns in the world compared with this crime of
treason against humanity committed daily, in broad day,
over the whole surface of the civilized world, by those who
dare to call themselves the guardians and the fathers of the
people? I return to the myth of original sin.

God admitted that Satan was right; he recognized that the
devil did not deceive Adam and Eve in promising them
knowledge and liberty as a reward for the act of
disobedience which he bad induced them to commit; for,
immediately they had eaten of the forbidden fruit, God
himself said (see Bible): "Behold, man is become as of the
Gods, knowing both good and evil; prevent him, therefore,
from eating of the fruit of eternal life, lest he become
immortal like Ourselves.

Let us disregard now the fabulous portion of this myth and
consider its true meaning, which is very clear. Man has
emancipated himself; he has separated himself from
animality and constituted himself a man; he has begun his
distinctively human history and development by an act of
disobedience and science - that is, by rebellion and by
thought.



Three elements or, if you like, three fundamental principles
constitute the essential conditions of all human
development, collective or individual, in history:

(1) human animality;;

(2) thought; and

(3) rebellion.;

To the first properly corresponds social and private
economy; to the second, science; to the third, liberty.

Idealists of all schools, aristocrats and bourgeois,
theologians and metaphysicians, politicians and moralists,
religionists, philosophers, or poets, not forgetting the
liberal economists - unbounded worshippers of the ideal, as
we know - are much offended when told that man, with his
magnificent intelligence, his sublime ideas, and his
boundless aspirations, is, like all else existing in the world,
nothing but matter, only a product of vile matter.

We may answer that the matter of which materialists
speak, matter spontaneously and eternally mobile, active,
productive, matter chemically or organically determined
and manifested by the properties or forces, mechanical,
physical, animal, and intelligent, which necessarily belong
to it - that this matter has nothing in common with the vile



matter of the idealists. The latter, a product of their false
abstraction, is indeed a stupid, inanimate, immobile thing,
incapable of giving birth to the smallest product, a caput
mortuum, an ugly fancy in contrast to the beautiful fancy
which they call God; as the opposite of this supreme being,
matter, their matter, stripped by that constitutes its real
nature, necessarily represents supreme nothingness. They
have taken away intelligence, life, all its determining
qualities, active relations or forces, motion itself, without
which matter would not even have weight, leaving it
nothing but impenetrability and absolute immobility in
space; they have attributed all these natural forces,
properties, and manifestations to the imaginary being
created by their abstract fancy; then, interchanging rÙles,
they have called this product of their imagination, this
phantom, this God who is nothing, "supreme Being" and, as
a necessary consequence, have declared that the real
being, matter, the world, is nothing. After which they
gravely tell us that this matter is incapable of producing
anything, not even of setting itself in motion, and
consequently must have been created by their God.

At the end of this book I exposed the fallacies and truly
revolting absurdities to which one is inevitably led by this
imagination of a God, let him be considered as a personal
being, the creator and organizer of worlds; or even as
impersonal, a kind of divine soul spread over the whole
universe and constituting thus its eternal principle; or let
him be an idea, infinite and divine, always present and
active in the world, and always manifested by the totality of
material and definite beings. Here I shall deal with one
point only.

The gradual development of the material world, as well as



of organic animal life and of the historically progressive
intelligence of man, individually or socially, is perfectly
conceivable. It is a wholly natural movement from the
simple to the complex, from the lower to the higher, from
the inferior to the superior; a movement in conformity with
all our daily experiences, and consequently in conformity
also with our natural logic, with the distinctive laws of our
mind, which being formed and developed only by the aid of
these same experiences; is, so to speak, but the mental,
cerebral reproduction or reflected summary thereof.

The system of the idealists is quite the contrary of this. It is
the reversal of all human experiences and of that universal
and common good sense which is the essential condition of
all human understanding, and which, in rising from the
simple and unanimously recognized truth that twice two
are four to the sublimest and most complex scientific
considerations - admitting, moreover, nothing that has not
stood the severest tests of experience or observation of
things and facts - becomes the only serious basis of human
knowledge.

Very far from pursuing the natural order from the lower to
the higher, from the inferior to the superior, and from the
relatively simple to the more complex; instead of wisely and
rationally accompanying the progressive and real
movement from the world called inorganic to the world
organic, vegetables, animal, and then distinctively human -
from chemical matter or chemical being to living matter or
living being, and from living being to thinking being - the
idealists, obsessed, blinded, and pushed on by the divine
phantom which they have inherited from theology, take
precisely the opposite course. They go from the higher to
the lower, from the superior to the inferior, from the


