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ITINERARY AND CHRONOLOGY Of THOMAS
JEFFERSON

 

1780–1782Ref. 002

 
 
On April 1st the State capital was removed to Richmond.

Before that time Jefferson had been almost continuously in
Williamsburg, during his administration, and from this
date on he was in Richmond most of the time till May,
1781.
1780.—Mar. 28. At Richmond. Ref. 002
June 1. Re-elected Governor of Virginia.
Nov. 3. Fourth daughter born.
Dec. 31. Receives news of Leslie’s Invasion.
1781.—Jan. 2. Orders out Militia.
4. Goes to Westham.

Spends night at Tuckahoe.

5. Goes to Westham, Manchester,
Chetswood, and “Colonel Henry’s.”

6. At Westham and “Fine Creek.”
7. At Manchester.
8. At Richmond.

19. Issues Proclamation concerning
Paroles.

23. Issues Proclamation convening



Assembly.

Feb. 5. Issues Proclamation concerning
Foreigners.

Apr. 1. At Richmond.
15. Son dies.
May 14. Leaves Richmond for Charlottesville.
28. At Charlottesville.
June 1. Resigns Governorship.
3. Escapes capture at Monticello.
5. Returns to Monticello.

1781.—June 5. Assembly orders investigation of
administration.

14. Appointed Peace Commissioner by
Continental Congress.

30. Declines appointment.
? Injured by fall from horse.
July At Monticello.
? Prepares part of Notes on Virginia.
Sept. 16. At Monticello.
Oct. 28. At Monticello.
Nov. 5. At Richmond.

Attends Assembly.

26. Committee appointed to state charges
against Jefferson.

30. Elected Delegate to Continental
Congress.

Dec. 10. Added to Committee on Finance.
12. Voted the thanks of the Assembly.
14. On Committee on County Petitions.

18. On Committee to prepare Bill
embodying resolutions of Assembly.



On Committee to prepare Bill for
better government of Western Counties.

19. Declines appointment to Congress.
20. On Committee to revise Pension Bill.

On Committee to draft Naval Bill.

21. Granted Leave of Absence for
remainder of session.

1782.—Mar. 24. At Monticello.
Apr. 13. At Charlottesville.

May 8. Youngest daughter, Lucy Elizabeth,
born.

20. At Monticello.

Sept. 6. Martha Wayles Jefferson, his wife,
dies.

22. At Monticello.

Oct. 24. Ordered by Assembly into custody of
Sergeant-at-Arms.

Nov. 6. At Richmond.
Attends Assembly in custody of

Sergeant-at-Arms.

8. Excused from attendance by
Assembly.

12. Appointed Peace Commissioner to
Europe.

26. At Ampthill, Chesterfield.
Dec. 19. Leaves Monticello for Philadelphia.
27. Arrives at Philadelphia.
 



 

CORRESPONDENCE AND MISCELLANEOUS
WRITINGS 

 

1779–1781 (Continued)

 

1780

 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS (SAMUEL

HUNTINGTON)
c. c.
 
Wmsburg, Feb. 9, 1780Sir,—
Your Excellency’s letter enclosing that of Mr. Scott to

President Reed, and the President’s to the Delegates of
Pennsylvania in Congress, together with the resolutions of
your honorable body recommending to both States to
forbear granting lands within their disputed territory came
safely to hand. I immediately availed myself of an
opportunity, which occurred at that time, to Pittsburg, of
taking measures to prevent any disorders on the part of our
people, having had no other information on the subject
than what was communicated in the letters before
mentioned. I am uninformed whether any actual breach of
the peace has taken place. As Mr. Scott however mentions
nothing but the proceedings of the Commissioners for
settling disputed titles under this Commonwealth, I rather
hope that that is the only act which has been the subject of



uneasiness. Our assembly finding that, in defiance of their
endeavours to discourage and prevent the settling our
Western Country, people were removing thither in great
numbers, appropriating lands of their own authority, and
meditating to hold them by force, after propositions, made
and rejected at several sessions, for legalizing those
settlements, at length found it necessary to give way to the
torrent, and by their act of May 1779 to establish a land
office. The irregular claims and settlements which in the
mean time had covered that Country were become so
extensive that no prudent man could venture to locate a
new claim, and so numerous that in the common
administration of justice it would have engrossed the whole
time of our ordinary courts for many years to have adjusted
them. So multifarious were they, at the same time, that no
established principles of law or equity could be applied for
their determination; many of them being built on customs
& habits which had grown up in that Country, being
founded on modes of transmission peculiar to themselves,
and which, having entered almost into every title, could not
be absolutely neglected. This impressed on the minds of the
assembly the necessity of sending special Commissioners to
settle, on the spot, & without delay, those various claims,
which being once cleared away would leave the residuary
Country open to the acquisition of other adventurers. The
Western Counties were accordingly laid off into Districts
for this purpose, and the arrangement being general,
included the territory on the Waters of the Ohio claimed by
the State of Pennsylvania. Whether the Assembly did not
advert to this circumstance, or took for granted that the
Commissioners would never consider a law of this State as
meant to be applied to those who professed themselves the
Citizens of another, & had been freely admitted so to
profess themselves by our Government, or whether they
relied that the term of one year, within which they provided
that no grant should issue on any judgment of the



Commissioners would give them time for the settlement of
our disputed territory, or at least to provide for the peace of
their Citizens within it, is not within my province or power
to say. This however I can say, that from an intimate
knowledge of their cordial desire to settle this claim with
them amicably, no motive, inconsistent with that, entered
into the transaction. In fact the execution of this
Commission, guarded as its effects are by a twelve monts
[sic] delay of the grants, appears to be as peaceable &
inoffensive as the mission of so many astronomers to take
the longitude or latitude of the several farms. There is
indeed a clause in the act of Assembly which might, on first
view, be thought to leave an opening for the introduction of
force. It is that which sais [sic] that judgment be rendered,
if posses be forcibly detained by the party against whom it
is, restitution may be made by the Commissioners or by any
justice in like manner as might be done in the case of lands
holden by grant actually issued: a Clause very necessary in
our other Western Country; but not at all applicable to that
part of it claimed by the State of Pennsylvania. By the laws
of this Commonwealth (the same in this instance with the
English law) even in the case of lands holden under actual
grant, no restitution can be made after three years
peaceable possession, a term much shorter than that of any
bona fide possessions in the disputed territory. The latest of
these must be of six or seven years continuance, the
present dispute having so long subsisted. The expediency &
necessity therefore of the general measure of establishing
this temporary Court, I doubt not but Congress will
perceive, and tho’ it is to be wished that the disputed
territory had been exempted from this jurisdiction, in order
to avoid everything which might give jealousy or
uneasiness to a Sister State, or which might lead them into
an apprehension that we meant to do any act which sh’d
wound the amity between us; yet I hope when Congress
contemplates it’s effects, they will be sensible that it only



amounts to a settlement on paper of the rights of
individuals derived from this State and that no mans
possession or quiet can be disturbed in consequence of any
proceedings under it, until our Legislature which meets in
May next shall have had time to settle finally with them this
unfortunate dispute, or otherwise to provide against the
evils they have apprehended. On my part nothing has been,
or shall be omitted for preservation of the peace of that
country. Besides the injunctions which, as far as the laws
would authorize, I have urged to those the exercise of
whose offices might lead to any thing disagreeable, or
whose personal character and influence might aid in the
preservation of peace, I shall avail myself of such other
measures as may tend to the same object. The law having
admitted grants to be sued out in cases where there were
no contending claims of individuals, I inquired at the
proper office whether, previous to the receipt of the
resolutions of Congress, any such might have issued for
land in the Counties of Yohogania, Monongahela & Ohio,
they being the Counties part of which are claimed by the
State of Pennsylvania. I found that eight such had issued,
under what particular circumstances they are I am not able
to discover. I am happy however that the law has left it in
my power to comply with the recommendations of
Congress, by withholding my signature from any other
grants within those Counties, which I shall strictly do, and
rest its approbation on the general Assembly and the
motives which led to it.

President Reed seems to think that this State has affected
delays in the settlement of the right to the disputed
territory. A review of the proceedings of our assembly on
that subject will so fully convince you of their earnest and
unremitting endeavours to procure an amicable settlement,
that, without giving you further trouble, I may take the
liberty of referring you to the inclosed State of their
proceedings for full justification from this suspicion. The



novelty of the line proposed for the Western boundary of
Pennsylvania by the joint Commissioners, may well account
for a hesitation to confirm it, until probable information can
be obtained of its actual location. At the same time I must
not leave unnoted that the joint Commissioners have not
attended to the settlers under either State, who may by this
new line fall within the other, nor made any proposition for
quieting their possessions. Yet it is surely an object worthy,
the attention of us all, to provide that a tract of country,
derelict by the State under which they wished to live,
should not be urged into a secession from the common
union, and into an assumption of independence by fears
that their actual possessions may be made to give way to
mere paper titles. Should the reference of the proposition
to our next session of assembly give time to avoid this evil
alone, I am persuaded it will be thought conducive to the
quiet of both States.

I shall take care to lay before our Assembly the
resolutions and letters you have been pleased to
communicate to me on this subject, not doubting that they
will supply those efforts beyond the limits of my power
which are necessary to remove the present & prevent all
future uneasiness—I can say nothing to whatever looks like
menace on the part of our brethren. The choice of terms
would be delicate and difficult, and their construction
hazardous, which would express a proper sensibility on this
tender point, and not produce sentiments repugnant to that
sincere love I shall forever strive to cultivate with all our
Sister States. To history I must therefore refer for answer,
in which it would be an unhappy passage indeed which
should show by what fatal indulgence of subordinate views
and passions, a contest for an atom had defeated well
founded prospects of giving liberty to half the globe. That
no such blot shall wipe out the sequel of our glorious
struggle I trust as well in the approved zeal of the
Gentleman who adorns the administration of the other



State, as in the resolutions of our own Government to
postpone to the great object of Liberty every smaller
motive & passion. In every Circumstance, Sir, the kind
attention of your body will be remembered and approved,
and no occasion omitted of assuring you with how great
respect and esteem I am,
 
TO GENERAL WASHINGTON
j. mss.
 
Williamsburg, Feb. 10, 1780Sir,
—It is possible you may have heard that in the course of

the past summer an expedition was meditated, by our Colo.
Clarke against Detroit: That he had proceeded so far as to
rendezvous a considerable body of Indians (I believe four or
five thousand) at St. Vincennes: but being disappointed in
the number of whites he expected & not chusing to rely
principally on the Indians was obliged to decline it. We
have a tolerable prospect of reinforcing him this spring to
the number which he thinks sufficient for the enterprise.
We have informed him of this and left him to decide
between this object and that of giving vigorous
chastisement to those tribes of Indians whose eternal
hostilities have proved them incapable of living on friendly
terms with us. It is our opinion his inclination will lead him
to determine on the former. The reason of my laying before
your Excellency this matter is that it has been intimated to
me that Colo. Broadhead is meditating a similar expedition.
I wish therefore to make you acquainted with what we had
in contemplation. The enterprising & energetic genius of
Clarke is not altogether unknown to you. You also know
(what I am a stranger to) the abilities of Broadhead & the
particular force with which you will be able to arm him for
such an expedition. We wish the most hopeful means
should be used for removing so uneasy a thorn from our
side. As yourself alone are acquainted with all the



circumstances necessary for well informed decision, I am to
ask the favor of your Excellency if you should think
Broadhead’s undertaking it most likely to produce success
that you will be so kind as to intimate to us to divert Clarke
to the other object which is also important to this State. It
will of course have wait with you in forming your
determination, that our prospect of strengthening Clarke’s
hands sufficiently is not absolutely certain. It may be
necessary perhaps to inform you that these two officers
cannot act together, which excludes the hopes of ensuring
success by a joint expedition.

I have the honour to be with the most sincere esteem
your Excellency’s most obedt. & most hbl. servt.
 
TO — ?Ref. 003
 
Williamsburg, Feb. 18, 1780Sir,
—I have spoken with the Board of War on the subject of

the battery at Hood’s, and they concur with me in wishing
to avail themselves of your services there, and will give
orders accordingly. This together with similar batteries on
the other rivers will probably take some time. Tho’
considering their great importance to the security and
quiet of the country above them, we are assured you will
freely lend us your aid in seeing them planned and
executed. We ask this the rather as the distresses
impending over our sister state of South Caroline urges us
to send forward the whole of our regiment of artillery
(whom we have a power of sending out of the state) and a
detachment from yours of about 80 under the command of
Colo. Porterfield, with the two state troops of horse. Your
battalion after this detachment is withdrawn we think to
divide among the several battalions, and have reason to
hope that the recruits for the two Eastern battalions will
enable us to complete it, so that on you we shall rest for



this campaign the burthen of our military cares,
endeavoring to procure a readiness of such aids of militia
as may be suddenly called for by you. I must ask the favor
of you to communicate to Colo. Porterfield orders to
prepare immediately for marching, and to concert with him
the best means of obtaining voluntarily the number of men
required from your battalion. We understand a greater
number of them have re-enlisted under the act concerning
officers, soldiers, sailors & marines, who of course are
obliged to go: but we would rather call the willing into this
service.

 
TO GENERAL WASHINGTON
w. mss.
 
Richmond, April 10, 1780
Sir,
—The state of the recruiting business in this Country is as

follows: There are some draughted soldiers in different
parts of the Country, but they are so far, so disposed, &
enlisted for so short a time that we have not thought them
worth the expense of gathering up. There is recruits raising
under a standing law concerning Officers, Soldiers, Sailors
& Marines, these are enlisted for the war by a person
resident in each County, we have an Officer appointed who
rides the circuit of the County once in two months to
receive these men at certain places of Rendezvous, he has
just finished his circuit, and we have sent on about fifty of
these recruits under the command of Captn. Minnis to the
Southward. All the Officers of the Virginia Line now in the
State, who have (according to a request of the executive)
applied for recruiting instructions & money, have received
them. These have been given with a particular view of
reenlisting such Soldiers of their respective Regiments, as
are discharged, or are entitled to a discharge. I hear they
are tolerably successful; as to the 1st & 2nd State



Regiments particularly, there not having been money in the
treasury enough to reenlist them at the time they became
entitled to discharges, their Officers (as I am informed)
postponed paying them off, gave them furloughs to visit
their friends till the 1st of May, at which time they were to
Rendivous [sic] at Williamsburg & Fredericksburg, and it
was hoped money would then be ready for reenlisting
them, in the meantime considerable sums have been
furnished the Officers, and more will be provided, and
there is good reason to hope this Judicious [sic] of their
officers will enable us to recover most of them. Colo.
Harrison’s Regiment of Artillery is very considerably
recruited. Under the preceding state of things, I do not
know of any immediate Service with which we need to
trouble you: perhaps you could be instrumental in giting
orders from the proper authority for such of the above
Regiments as are not ordered to the Southward to march
thither by fifties as far as they are recruited. We have such
orders for all other new recruits not yet regimented; but I
do not consider those as orders authorizing the march of
men raised by the Officers of a particular Battalion for their
Battalion, and that not under marching orders.

 
TO GENERAL BARON DE RIEDESELRef. 004
 
Richmond, May 13, 1780
Sir,
—Your several favors of Dec. 4, Feb. 10, & Mar. 30 are

come duly to hand. I sincerely condole with Madame de
Riedesel on the birth of  a daughter,  but I receive great
pleasure from the information of her recovery, as every
circumstance of felicity to her, yourself or family is
interesting to us. The little attentions you are pleased to
magnify so much never deserved a mention or thought. My
mortification was that the peculiar situation in which we



were, put it out of our power to render your stay here more
comfortable. I am sorry to learn that the negotiations for
the exchange of Prisoners has proved abortive, as well from
a desire to see the necessary distresses of war alleviated in
every possible instance, as that I am sensible how far
yourself & family are interested in it. Against this however
is to be weighed the possibility that we may again have a
pleasure we should otherwise perhaps never have had, that
of seeing you again. Be this as it may, opposed as we
happen to be in our sentiments of duty & honor, and
anxious for contrary events, I shall nevertheless sincerely
rejoice in every circumstance of happiness or safety, which
may attend you personally. And when a termination of the
present contest shall put it in my power, to declare to you
more unreservedly how sincere are the sentiments of
esteem and respect (wherein Mrs. Jefferson joins me)
which I entertain for Mad’me de Riedesel & yourself, and
with which I am, Sir, Your most obedient & most humble
servant.
 
TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES

(BENJAMIN HARRISON)
v. s. a.
 
In Council, June 8, 1780Sir,
—According to the advice of the General Assembly we

have proceeded to take measures for selling six hundred
thousand weight of the public Tobacco. To do this as readily
as possible we determined to allot for this purpose the
Tobacco at the nearest Warehouses, and particularly four
hundred thousand at the warehouses at or near the Falls of
James River and on Appomattox.

We have now an offer for this quantity to be paid for at
the market price, the Crop Tobacco on the 19t instant, the
transfer in bills on Philadelphia, to be drawn now, but not
payable till six weeks hence. As it was probably the sense



of the Assembly, that this sale should be for ready money,
we have not concluded this agreement, till we know
whether it will be approved, nor should we have
entertained such a negociation but that we have no
prospect of selling for ready money. The Credit of the
Gentlemen proposing to purchase is such in Philadelphia,
as will probably render their Bills immediately negociable
there. It is necessary for us to give them a definative
answer today.
 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS (SAMUEL

HUNTINGTON)
c. c.
 
Richmond, June 9, 1780
Sir,
—I had the honor of receiving your requisition for

1.900,000 Dollars & of laying the same before the General
Assembly then sitting. They immediately took measures for
complying therewith. As we had not the money in our
treasury it became necessary to raise it partly & principally
by a sale of property, and partly by borrowing. These
operations requiring some time it is absolutely
impracticable, however earnest their desires have been, to
place it in Philadelphia by the day proposed. I hope
however I shall not be disappointed in my expectations of
being able to send from hence by the 20th inst. nearly the
whole sum or perhaps the whole in money, or in good bills
on Philadelphia paiable on such short day as will render
them equal to money.Ref. 005

On receiving from the board of war notice of the aids
which would be necessary to forward on the Maryland and
Delaware lines, I consulted with your Deputy
Quartermaster in this State, and gave him every aid &
power which he asked. He left me with the most confident



assurance that waggons to move the whole corps should be
with them in two days from that time. Why he quitted his
station and State at the moment when every exertion was
called for to forward a respectable body of troops to the
relief of a sinking State & Army should seem to be worth
enquiring. The mortifications I have experienced from the
repeated disappointments which flowed from the
devolution of his duties on Deputies acting without a head,
without concert, or communication with one another, have
been as great as if they had been really the cause of those
unfortunate events they were calculated to produce. The
artillery & 1st. division moved after a few days’ delay only;
but the second division are but just now enabled to
proceed.

Our information from the Southward has been at all times
defective, but lamentably so on the late occasion.
Charlestown [sic] had been in the hands of the enemy 24
days before we received information of it. Their movements
since that event are handed to us very imperfectly. The
inclosed intelligence from Governor Nash seems to indicate
an intention to penetrate as far Northwardly as they can.
Whether under these appearances it may be expedient to
send further aids to the Southern States can only be
decided by Congress on a view of the operations which they
may have in contemplation elsewhere. I have no doubt such
aids will be sent unless greater good to the general union
will be produced by employing them where they are. In
either event great supplies of military stores are
immediately requisite here. North Carolina has none at all,
those of South Carolina are in the hands of the enemy and
ours inadequate to the arming of our own militia. As far as
they will go, they have been, and will be cheerfully
submitted to the common use. Some members lately of our
executive, but now of your honourable body, are able to
give you a state of our stores, which I consider as a more
safe communication than by confiding it to paper. Of



musket cartridge paper, and cartouch boxes particularly we
are so destitute that I must pray Congress to send us an
immediate supply. These articles are so light too, that a
single waggon if sent without delay may furnish a timely
and considerable relief.

About seventy new recruits for Colonel Washington’s
horse, being now in this State & utterly unfurnished, will
be provided with all necessaries by us.

We are informed that the greater part of the Continental
horse to the Southward are reduced to the same helpless
condition. Some infantry also have applied for military
furniture. Gibson’s & Brent’s battalions which went into
Continental service full armed were disarmed when
returned to us. They are now recruited to about 200 men,
and will be modelled for service. We shall again put arms in
their hands, as no motives will induce us to let the general
good labour even a moment for want of anything we have.
But it would be very satisfactory to us to receive the
pleasure of Congress as to the mode of authenticating any
advances of this kind which we shall make for them: some
of the applications having been necessarily made by
subordinate officers.

The removal of our Seat of Government to this place has
withdrawn us from the post road. A rider employed by
some private gentlemen furnishes a precarious conveyance
to Hanovertown, the nearest place on the post road. This
has rendered all our communications with Congress and
the other States very uncertain & our Southern ones
particularly circuitous and slow. I believe there can be no
doubt but that were the post directed to pass from Hanover
Courthouse immediately through this place, by Petersburg
&c. it would shorten the distance and still more time by
crossing James river and Roanoke where they are narrow
and always passable; whereas the present post road
crosses where they are wide and tempestuous.



I beg leave to submit the expediency of this alteration at
this time particularly to the wisdom of Congress assuring
them it is considered as very desirable here.
 
TO GENERAL WASHINGTON
w. mss.
 
Richmond June 11, 1780
Sir,
—Majr. Galvan as recommended by your Excellency, was

dispatched to his station without delay, and has been
furnished with everything he desired as far as we were
able. The line of expresses formed between us is such as
will communicate intelligence from the one to the other in
twenty-three hours. I have forwarded to him information of
our disasters in the South as they have come to me.

Our intelligence from the Southward is most lamentably
defective. Tho’ Charlestown has now been in the hands of
the enemy a month, we hear nothing of their movements
which can be relied on. Rumors are that they are
penetrating Northward. To remedy this defect I shall
immediately establish a line of expresses from hence to the
neighborhood of their army, and send thither a sensible
judicious gentleman to give us information of their
movements. This intelligence will I hope be conveyed to us
at the rate of 120 miles in the 24 hours. They set out to
their stations tomorrow. I wish it were possible that a like
speedy line of communication could be formed from hence
to your Excellency’s headquarters. Perfect & speedy
information of what is passing in the South might put it in
your power perhaps to frame your measures by theirs.
There is really nothing to oppose the progress of the enemy
Northward but the cautious principles of the military art.
North Carolina is without arms. We do not abound. Those
we have are freely imparted to them, but such is the state
of their resources that they have not yet been able to move



a single musket from this state to theirs. All the waggons
we can collect have been furnished to the Marquis de Kalb,
& are assembling for the march of 2500 militia under Genl.
Stevens of Culpeper who will move on the 19th inst. I have
written to Congress to hasten supplies of arms & military
stores for the Southern states, & particularly to aid us with
Cartridge paper & cartridge boxes, the want of which
articles, small as they are, renders our stores useless. The
want of money cramps every effort. This will be supplied by
the most unpalatable of all substitutes, force. Your
Excellency will readily conceive that after the loss of one
army our eyes are turned towards the other, and that we
comfort ourselves if any aids can be furnished by you
without defeating operations more beneficial to the general
union, they will be furnished. At the same time I am happy
to find that the wishes of the people go no further, as far as
I have an opportunity of learning their sentiments. Could
arms be furnished I think this state & North Caroline would
embody from ten to fifteen thousand militia immediately, &
more if necessary.

The following is a state of the force in and about to be put
in motion

 
Colo. Buford’s regulars (of Scott’s Woodford’s men   

           400
Colo. Porterfield’s do. of Virginia State troops           

           500
Colo. Armand’s horse                                                        

190
The remains of White’s & Washington’s as is said about 

       200
The Maryland & Delaware troops & artillery              

           1900
Virginia militia                                                                   

2500



North Carolina militia under Genl. Caswell in the field
           400

do. embodying under Govr. Caswell if they can be armed
       4000

Total                                                                                
6900

 
I hope e’re long to be able to give you a more certain

statement of the enemy’s as well as our situation, which I
shall not fail to do. I inclose you a letter from Majr. Galvan,
being the second I have forwarded to you.
 
TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES

(BENJAMIN HARRISON)
v. s. a.
 
In Council, June 13, 1780
Sir,
—The supplies of cloathing and other necessaries actually

procured for the officers of the Virginia troops having been
very far short of what an act of the legislature had
authorised them to call for, and it being evident to the
Executive from a view of the supplies on hand provided by
the board instituted for that purpose, and of the means now
in their hands for making future provision, that there is no
prospect that those allowances can be fully procured, I beg
leave to bring the subject under the consideration of the
legislature. Whether, on a revision of the allowance, it may
or may not be found greater than is necessary, is a question
for them alone to decide. The difference however between
that allowance and what is actually received by the officers
has produced a claim for compensation which is the subject
of the within letter and requires legislative explanation.
These differences have been the cause of very real
sufferings to the officers, of much discontent, and have
produced the most distressing applications to the



Executive. They have been more severely felt by the
gentlemen serving within the state than by those engaged
in more active scenes of duty, the latter having been
supposed more exposed to wants with less means of
supplying them.
 
TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES

(BENJAMIN HARRISONRef. 006)
 
In Council, June 14, 1780
Sir,
—In a Letter which I had the Honor of addressing you on

the meeting of the present General Assembly, I informed
you of the necessities which had led the Executive to
withdraw our Western troops to the Ohio. Since the date of
this letter, I have received the inclosed of the Second
instant from Colo. Todd, communicating the measures he
had adopted in conjunction with Colo. Clarke to procure
such a Settlement contiguous to the Post which shall be
taken as may not only strengthen the garrison occasionally,
but be able to raise provisions for them. As the
confirmation of these measures is beyond the powers of the
Executive it is my duty to refer them to the General
Assembly. It may be proper to observe that the grant of
lands to Colo. Todd was made on a supposition that the
post would be taken on the North side of the Ohio, whereas
I think it more probable on the north side in the Lands
lying between the Tanessee, Ohio, Mississippi and Carolina
boundary. These lands belong to the Chickasaw Indians,
who from intelligence which we think may be relied on,
have entered into a war with us.

The expenditures of the Illinois have been deemed from
some expressions in the act establishing that county not
subject to the examination of the board of Auditors. As the
auditing these accounts is very foreign to the ordinary



office of the Council of State, would employ much of that
time and attention which at present is called to objects of
more general importance, and as their powers would not
enable them to take into consideration the justice and
expediency of indemnifying Col. Todd for his losses and
services, as desired in the enclosed letter from Him, of the
thirteenth instant, they beg leave to submit the whole to
the consideration of the General Assembly—

 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS (SAMUEL

HUNTINGTON)
c. c.
 
Richmond, June 15, 1780
Sir,
—I received your Excellency’s letter inclosing a

resolution of Congress of the 5th inst. for the establishment
of a line of expresses from Cape Henry to Philadelphia. I
had before on the request of Gen’l Washington formed such
a line from Cape Henry to this place. I therefore thought it
better to execute your desire by continuing the line from
this place Northwardly, as it would save expence by
availing you of what had been done before, and will
probably render the conveyances more certain &
expeditious than they would be were they to cross the bay
to Cape Charles, or to cross James river to Hampton. The
uncertainty of the former passage is well known to all; and
the latter ferriage is of eighteen miles, which frequently
employs a day in the passage. I am forming a like line from
this place to the neighborhood of the enemy’s army in
Carolina, sending thither a confidential and judicious
person to collect & to convey intelligence of their
movements and to continue there so long as their
operations shall be so very interesting as they are at
present. I mention this latter circumstance to your
Excellency because before the receipt of your letter I had



made it the ground of a suggestion to Gen’l Washington
whether it might not be proper (in order to give him the
benefit of our Southern communications) to establish such
a line from hence Northwardly. Congress having in the
meantime desired the establishment of such a line, I am
only to submit to them whether when the communication
from Cape Henry to this place shall be rendered
unnecessary by the arrival of the French fleet, it may not
still be expedient to continue for a time the riders from
hence to Philadelphia. These riders being stationed at
distances not too great for a horse to pass without rest, and
being ordered to travel by night & by day without regard to
weather, I shall hope will convey intelligence at the rate of
120 miles the twenty-four hours, which is a much greater
dispatch than can be expected from the post, should a post
be established on this road.



 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS (SAMUEL

HUNTINGTON)
c. c.
 
Richmond, June 28, 1780
Sir,
—The want of intelligence of the Southern movements of

the enemy, and the anxieties we have felt on that account,
cannot have been less experienced by Congress. Having
just now received a state of things as they are at present in
that quarter, from Governor Nash, & from Colo. Monroe
(the gentleman whom in a former letter I had informed
Congress I had sent to hang as near as he could about the
enemy’s principal post & inform me of their movements by
riders posted between us for that purpose) I take for
granted Congress will be glad to have it communicated. I
therefore have thought the occasion sufficient to set in
motion the line of riders established from hence to
Philadelphia, with orders to them however to return
immediately to their fixt stations, that they may not be out
of the way to receive the particular communications for the
conveyance of which they have been established.

The embarkation spoken of by Gov’r Nash & Colo.
Monroe, cannot have been destined for this state, or they
would have been here before this; had they reached our
capes by yesterday, I must have known it by this hour.

Governor Nash, at the time of writing his letter seems not
to have heard of the motions of our militia. It is certain
however that some of them were at Roanoke on the 20th
and that the whole have got that far by this time; being
2500 in number.

I have been greatly mortified at the detention of the
important supply you had called for, so much longer than I
had expected. I had every reason to believe it might have



been sent from hence by the 19th. It does not however go
off till to-morrow. It will I hope be nearly what I had given
you reason to expect in my letter on that subject.

P. S. The Quarter-master has provisions on board vessels
ready to proceed to the Head of Elk, which however he
dares not send into our bay, that having been for some time
occupied by from seven to eleven privateers, the largest of
20 guns, who take whatever goes out of our rivers. Our
provisions when collected whether destined for the
Northward or Southward will be effectually blocked up.
Land-transportation cannot possibly be procured.

 
TO GENERAL WASHINGTON
j. mss.
 
Richmond, July 2, 1780
Sir,
—I have received from the Committee of Congress at

headquarters three letters calling for aids of men &
provisions. I beg leave to refer you to my letter to them of
this date on those subjects. I thought it necessary however
to suggest to you the preparing an arrangement of Officers
for the men: for tho’ they are to supply our battalions, yet
as our whole line officers almost are in captivity I suppose
some temporary provision must be made. We cheerfully
transfer to you every power which the Executive might
exercise on this occasion. As it is possible you may cast
your eye on the unreemployed Officers now within the
State, I write to Genl. Muhlenburg to send you a return of
them. I think the men will be rendezvoused within the
present month. The bill indeed for raising them is not
actually passed but it is in its last stage, and no opposition
to any essential parts of it. I will take care to notify you of
its passage.

I have, with great pain perceived your situation; and the
more so as being situated between two fires, a division of



sentiment has arisen both in Congress and here, as to
which the resources of this Country should be sent. The
removal of Genl. Clinton to the Northward must of course
have great influence on the determination of this question;
& I have no doubt but considerable aids may be drawn
hence for your army unless a larger one should be
embodied in the South than the force of the Enemy there
seems to call for. I have the honour to be with every
sentiment of respect and esteem Your Excellency’s Most
obdt. hble. servt.

 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS (SAMUEL

HUNTINGTON)
c. c.
 
Richmond, July 2, 1780
Sir,
—I have received & shall duly comply with the

recommendations of Congress for corresponding with their
Committee at Headquarters. It having been necessary to
lay their & your requisitions before the General Assembly,
it has not been within my power to give any effectual
answer till within these few days; and now only on the
article of provisions. I beg leave to refer you to my letter to
them of this date, a copy of which I enclose. The frigates
now in our bay will probably retire. Were it possible for you
to find means of clearing our bay of the privateers which
have for some weeks infested it, we should be ready by the
last of this month to send on our supplies. I think that Genl.
Clinton having carried so considerable a part of the
Southern army to the Northward, will leave it in our power,
exercising the discretion you have been pleased to leave to
us, to send a considerable portion of the grain we shall
have to the Northern army, unless a larger force should be
embodied in the South than the present strength of the
enemy seems to call for. I should conceive that to embody



there more than double the number of the enemy would be
a waste of exertion both as to men & provisions.

As it is expected our assembly will rise in the course of
the present week, I shall then have it in my power to give
an answer on the several subjects stated in a late letter
from you, by informing you what is, and what is not done,
and what also may be expected from the Executive in
consequence of any powers the Legislature may vest them
with.

 
TO THE COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS AT

HEADQUARTERS
c.c.
 
Richmond, July 2, 1780
Gentlemen,
—I have received three several letters which you did me

the honor of writing on the subject of supplies of men &
provisions to the grand army. The compliance with these
requisitions not lying within the extent of my powers, I
immediately laid them before the General assembly then &
still sitting. A bill is now passed by them enabling me to call
into pubic use whatever provisions may be spared by our
citizens; and this is put into a train of execution. I hope it
will enable me to furnish the quantity of salted meat called
for by Congress, & I think within a short time. Congress
have left us to determine whether we can spare any grain
to the Northward. It will not be in my power to say whether
we can or not until I shall receive a return from those
commissioned with the execution of the act, which shall not
be till the last of this month. I can assure you of the
strongest disposition to contribute everything within our
power to aid the Northern operations, but it is necessary to
apprise you of one circumstance. Transportation by land
has been little practised in this country. We have therefore
few waggons, & a great part of these have been lately


