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The attention of a traveller, should be particularly turned, in
the first place, to the various works of Nature, to mark the
distinctions of the climates he may explore, and to offer
such useful observations on the different productions as
may occur. Men and manners undoubtedly hold the first
rank—whatever may contribute to our existence is also of
equal importance, whether it be found in the animal or
vegetable kingdom; neither are the various articles, which
tend to promote the happiness and convenience of
mankind, to be disregarded. How far the writer of the
following sheets has succeeded in furnishing information on
these subjects, the reader will be capable of determining.
From the advantages the journalist enjoyed under his father
JOHN BARTRAM, botanist to the king of Great-Britain, and
fellow of the Royal Society, it is hoped that his labours will
present new as well as useful information to the botanist
and zoologist.

This world, as a glorious apartment of the boundless
palace of the sovereign Creator, is furnished with an infinite
variety of animated scenes, inexpressibly beautiful and
pleasing, equally free to the inspection and enjoyment of all
his creatures.

Perhaps there is not any part of creation, within the reach
of our observations, which exhibits a more glorious display
of the Almighty hand, than the vegetable world: such a
variety of pleasing scenes, ever changing throughout the



seasons, arising from various causes and assigned each to
the purpose and use determined.

It is difficult to pronounce which division of the earth,
within the polar circles, produces the greatest variety. The
tropical division certainly affords those which principally
contribute to the more luxurious scenes of splendour, as
Myrtus communis, Myrt. caryophyllata, Myrt. pimenta,
Caryophylus aromaticus, Laurus cinnam. Laurus camphor.
Laurus Persica, Nux mosch. Illicium, Camellia, Punica,
Cactus melo-cactus; Cactus grandiflora, Gloriosa superba,
Theobroma, Adansonia digitata, Nyctanthes, Psidium, Musa
paradisica, Musa sapientum, Garcinia mangostana, Cocos
nucifera, Citrus, Citrus aurantium, Cucurbita citrullus,
Hyacinthus, Amaryllis, Narcissus, Poinciana pulcherrima,
Crinum, Cactus cochinellifer.

But the temperate zone (including by far the greater
portion of the earth, and a climate the most favourable to
the increase and support of animal life, as well as for the
exercise and activity of the human faculties) exhibits scenes
of infinitely greater variety, magnificence and consequence,
with respect to human economy, in regard to the various
uses of vegetables.

For instance, Triticum Cereale, which affords us bread,
and is termed, by way of eminence, the staff of life, the
most pleasant and nourishing food to all terrestrial animals.
Vitis vinifera, whose exhilarating juice is said to cheer the
hearts of gods and men. Oryza, Zea, Pyrus, Pyrus malus,
Prunus, Pr. cerasus, Ficus, Nectarin, Apricot, Cydonia. Next
follow the illustrious families of forest-trees, as the Magnolia
grandiflora and Quercus sempervirens, which form the



venerated groves and solemn shades, on the Mississipi,
Alatamaha and Florida; the magnificent Cupressus disticha
of Carolina and Florida; the beautiful Water Oak1, whose
vast hemispheric head presents the likeness of a distant
grove in the fields and savannas of Carolina; the gigantic
Black Oak2, Platanus occidentalis, Liquidambar styraciflua,
Liriodendron tulipera, Fagus castanea, Fagus sylvatica,
Juglans nigra, Juglans cinerea, Jug. pecan, Ulmus, Acer
saccharinum, of Virginia and Pennsylvania; Pinus phœnix,
Pinus tœda, Magnolia acuminata, Nyssa aquatica, Populus
heterophylla and the floriferous Gordonia lasianthus, of
Carolina and Florida; the exalted Pinus strobus, Pin.
balsamica, Pin. abies, Pin. Canadensis, Pin. larix, Fraxinus
excelsior, Robinia pseudacacia, Guilandina dioica, Æsculus
Virginica, Magnolia acuminata, of Virginia, Maryland,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, New England, Ohio and
the regions of Erie and the Illinois; and the aromatic and
floriferous shrubs, as Azalea coccinia, Azalea rosea, Rosa,
Rhododendron, Kalmia, Syringa, Gardenia, Calycanthus,
Daphne, Franklinia, Styrax and others equally celebrated.

In every order of nature, we perceive a variety of
qualities distributed amongst individuals, designed for
different purposes and uses; yet it appears evident, that the
great Author has impartially distributed his favours to his
creatures, so that the attributes of each one seem to be of
sufficient importance to manifest the divine and inimitable
workmanship. The pompous Palms of Florida, and glorious
Magnolia, strikes us with the sense of dignity and
magnificence; the expansive umbrageous Live-Oak3 with
awful veneration, the Carica papaya, supercilious with all



the harmony of beauty and gracefulness; the Lillium
superbum represents pride and vanity; Kalmia latifolia and
Azalea coccinea, exhibit a perfect show of mirth and gaiety;
the Illicium Floridanum, Crinum Floridanum, Convallaria
majalis of the Cherokees, and Calycanthus floridus, charm
with their beauty and fragrance. Yet they are not to be
compared for usefulness with the nutritious Triticum, Zea,
Oryza, Solanum tuberosum, Musa, Convolvulus, Batata,
Rapa, Orchis, Vitis vinifera, Pyrus, Olea; for clothing with
Linum Cannabis, Gossypium, Morus; for medical virtues,
Hyssopus, Thymus, Anthemis nobilis, Papaver somniferum,
Quinquina, Rheum rhabarbarum, Pisum, &c. Though none of
these most useful tribes are conspicuous for stateliness,
figure or splendour, yet their valuable qualities and virtues,
excite love, gratitude and adoration to the great Creator,
who was such to endow them with such eminent qualities,
and reveal them to us for our sustenance, amusement, and
delight.

But there remain of the vegetable world, several tribes
that are distinguished by very remarkable properties, which
excite our admiration, some for the elegance, singularity
and splendour of their vestment, as the Tulipa, Fritillaria,
Colchicum, Primula, Lillium superbum, Kalmia, &c.: others
astonish us by their figure and disposal of their vestiture, as
if designed only to embellish and please the observer, as
the Nepenthes distillatoria, Ophrys insectoria, Cypripedium
calceolus, Hydrangia quercifolia, Bartramia bracteata,
Viburnum Canadense, Bartsia, &c.

Observe these green meadows how they are decorated;
they seem enamelled with the beds of flowers. The blushing



Chironia and Rhexia, the spiral Ophrys with immaculate
white flowers, the Limodorum, Arethusa pulcherrima,
Sarracenia purpurea, Sarracenia galeata, Sarracenia
lacunosa, Sarracenia flava. Shall we analyze these beautiful
plants, since they seem cheerfully to invite us? How greatly
the flowers of the yellow Sarracenia represent a silken
canopy? the yellow pendant petals are the curtains, and the
hollow leaves are not unlike the cornucopia or Amalthea’s
horn, what a quantity of water a leaf is capable of
containing, about a pint! taste of it—how cool and animating
—limpid as the morning dew: nature seems to have
furnished them with this cordated appendage or lid, which
turns over, to prevent a too sudden and copious supply of
water from heavy showers of rain, which would bend down
the leaves, never to rise again; because their straight
parallel nerves, which extend and support them, are so rigid
and fragile, the leaf would inevitably break when bent down
to a right angle; therefore I suppose the waters which
contribute to their supply, are the rebounding drops or
horizontal streams wafted by the winds, which
adventitiously find their way into them, when a blast of wind
shifts the lid; see these short stiff hairs, they all point
downwards, which direct the condensed vapours down into
the funiculum; these stiff hairs also prevent the varieties of
insects, which are caught, from returning, being invited
down to sip the mellifluous exudation, from the interior
surface of the tube, where they inevitably perish; what
quantities there are of them! These latent waters
undoubtedly contribute to the support and refreshment of
the plant; perhaps designed as a reservoir in case of long



continued droughts, or other casualties, since these plants
naturally dwell in low savannas liable to overflows, from rain
water: for although I am not of the opinion that vegetables
receive their nourishment, only through the ascending part
of the plant, as the stem, branches, leaves, &c. and that
their descending parts, as the roots and fibres, only serve to
hold and retain them in their places, yet I believe they
imbibe rain and dews through their leaves, stems and
branches, by extremely minute pores, which open on both
surfaces of the leaves and on the branches, which may
communicate to little auxiliary ducts or vessels; or, perhaps
the cool dews and showers, by constricting these pores, and
thereby preventing a too free perspiration, may recover and
again invigorate the languid nerves, of those which seem to
suffer for want of water, in great heats and droughts; but
whether the insects caught in their leaves, and which
dissolve and mix with the fluid, serve for aliment or support
to these kind of plants, is doubtful. All the Sarracenia are
insect catchers, and so is the Drossea rotundifolia.

But admirable are the properties of the extraordinary
Dionea muscipula! A great extent on each side of that
serpentine rivulet, is occupied by those sportive vegetables
—let us advance to the spot in which nature has seated
them. Astonishing production! see the incarnate lobes
expanding, how gay and sportive they appear! ready on the
spring to intrap incautious deluded insects! what artifice!
there behold one of the leaves just closed upon a struggling
fly; another has got a worm; its hold is sure, its prey can
never escape—carnivorous vegetable! Can we after viewing
this object, hesitate a moment to confess, that vegetable



beings are endued with some sensible faculties or
attributes, similar to those that dignify animal nature; they
are organical, living and self-moving bodies, for we see here,
in this plant, motion and volition.

What power or faculty is it, that directs the cirri of the
Cucurbita, Momordica, Vitis and other climbers, towards the
twigs of shrubs, trees, and other friendly support? we see
them invariably leaning, extending, and like the fingers of
the human hand, reaching to catch hold of what is nearest,
just as if they had eyes to see with, and when their hold is
fixed, to coil the tendril in a spiral form, by which artifice it
becomes more elastic and effectual, than if it had remained
in a direct line, for every revolution of the coil adds a portion
of strength; and thus collected, they are enabled to dilate
and contract as occasion or necessity requires, and thus by
yielding to, and humouring the motion of the limbs and
twigs, or other support on which they depend, are not so
liable to be torn off by sudden blasts of wind or other
assaults: is it sense or instinct that influences their actions?
it must be some impulse; or does the hand of the Almighty
act and perform this work in our sight?

The vital principle or efficient cause of motion and action,
in the animal and vegetable4 system, perhaps, may be more
similar than we generally apprehend. Where is the essential
difference between the seed of peas, peaches and other
tribes of plants and trees, and the eggs of oviparous
animals, as the eggs of birds, snakes, or butterflies, spawn
of fish, &c.? Let us begin at the source of terrestrial
existence. Are not the seed of vegetables, and the eggs of
oviparous animals fecundated, or influenced with the vivific



principle of life, through the approximation and intimacy of
the sexes? and immediately after the eggs and seeds are
hatched, does not the young larva and infant plant, by heat
and moisture, rise into existence, increase, and in due time
arrive to a state of perfect maturity? The physiologists agree
in opinion, that the work of generation in viviparious
animals, is exactly similar, only more secret and enveloped.
The mode of operation that nature pursues in the production
of vegetables, and oviparous animals, is infinitely more
uniform and manifest, than that which is or can be
discovered to take place in viviparous animals.

The most apparent difference between animals and
vegetables is, that animals have the powers of sound, and
are locomotive, whereas vegetables are not able to shift
themselves from the places where nature has planted them:
yet vegetables have the power of moving and exercising
their members, and have the means of transplanting and
colonising their tribes almost over the surface of the whole
earth; some seeds, for instance, grapes, nuts, smilax, peas,
and others, whose pulp or kernel is food for animals, will
remain several days without being injured in stomachs of
pigeons and other birds of passage; by this means such
sorts are distributed from place to place, even across seas;
indeed some seeds require this preparation by the digestive
heat of the stomach of animals, to dissolve and detach the
oily, viscid pulp, and to soften the hard shells. Small seeds
are sometimes furnished with rays of hair or down, and
others with thin light membranes attached to them, which
serve the purpose of wings, on which they mount upward,
leaving the earth, float in the air, and are carried away by



the swift winds to very remote regions before they settle on
the earth; some are furnished with hooks, which catch hold
of the wool and hair of animals passing by them, are by that
means spread abroad; other seeds ripen in pericarpes,
which open with elastic force, and shoot their seed to a very
great distance round about; some other seeds, as of the
Mosses and Fungi, are so very minute as to be invisible,
light as atoms, and these mixing with the air, are wafted all
over the world.

The animal creation also, excites our admiration, and
equally manifests the almighty power, wisdom and
beneficence of the Supreme Creator and Sovereign Lord of
the universe; some in their vast size and strength, as the
mammoth, the elephant, the whale, the lion, and alligator;
others in agility; others in their beauty and elegance of
colour, plumage and rapidity of flight, have the faculty of
moving and living in the air; others for their immediate and
indispensable use and convenience to man, in furnishing
means for our clothing and sustenance, and administering
to our help in the toils and labours of life; how wonderful is
the mechanism of these finely formed, self-moving beings,
how complicated their system, yet what unerring uniformity
prevails through every tribe and particular species! the
effect we see and contemplate, the cause is invisible,
incomprehensible, how can it be otherwise? when we cannot
see the end or origin of a nerve or vein, while the divisibility
of mater or fluid, is infinite. We admire the mechanism of a
watch, and the fabric of a piece of brocade, as being the
production of art; these merit our admiration, and must
excite our esteem for the ingenious artist or modifier, but



nature is the work of God omnipotent; and an elephant, nay
even this world, is comparatively but a very minute part of
his works. If then the visible, the mechanical part of the
animal creation, the mere material part, is so admirably
beautiful, harmonious and incomprehensible, what must be
the intellectual system? that inexpressibly more essential
principle, which secretly operates within? that which
animates the inimitable machines, which gives them
motion, impowers them to act, speak, and perform, this
must be divine and immortal?

I am sensible that the general opinion of philosophers
has distinguished the moral system of the brute creature
from that of mankind, by an epithet which implies a mere
mechanical impulse, which leads and impels them to
necessary actions, without any premeditated design or
contrivance; this we term instinct, which faculty we suppose
to be inferior to reason in man.

The parental, and filial affections seem to be as ardent,
their sensibility and attachment as active and faithful, as
those observed to be in human nature.

When travelling on the east coast of the isthmus of
Florida, ascending the South Musquito river, in a canoe, we
observed numbers of deer and bears, near the banks, and
on the islands of the river: the bears were feeding on the
fruit of the dwarf creeping Chamærops; (this fruit is of the
form and size of dates, and is delicious and nourishing
food:) we saw eleven bears in the course of the day, they
seemed no way surprised or affrighted at the sight of us. In
the evening, my hunter, who was an excellent marksman,
said that he would shoot one of them for the sake of the



skin and oil, for we had plenty and variety of provisions in
our bark. We accordingly, on sight of two of them, planned
our approaches, as artfully as possible, by crossing over to
the opposite shore, in order to get under cover of a small
island, this we cautiously coasted round, to a point, which
we apprehended would take us within shot of the bears, but
here finding ourselves at too great a distance from them,
and discovering that we must openly show ourselves. We
had no other alternative to effect our purpose, but making
oblique approaches; we gained gradually on our prey by this
artifice, without their noticing us: finding ourselves near
enough, the hunter fired, and laid the largest dead on the
spot where she stood; when presently the other, not
seeming the least moved at the report of our piece,
approached the dead body, smelled, and pawed it, and
appearing in agony, fell to weeping and looking upwards,
then towards us, and cried out like a child. Whilst our boat
approached very near, the hunter was loading his rifle in
order to shoot the survivor, which was a young cub, and the
slain supposed to be the dam. The continual cries of this
afflicted child, bereft of its parent, affected me very
sensibly; I was moved with compassion, and charging
myself as if accessary to what now appeared to be a cruel
murder, and endeavoured to prevail on the hunter to save
its life, but to no effect! for by habit he had become
insensible to compassion towards the brute creation: being
now within a few yards of the harmless devoted victim, he
fired, and laid it dead upon the body of the dam.

If we bestow but a very little attention to the economy of
the animal creation, we shall find manifest examples of



premeditation, perseverance, resolution, and consummate
artifice, in order to effect their purposes. The next morning,
after the slaughter of the bears whilst my companions were
striking our tent, and preparing to re-embark, I resolved to
make a little botanical excursion alone: crossing over a
narrow isthmus of sand hills which separated the river from
the ocean, I passed over a pretty high hill, its summit
crested with a few palm trees, surrounded with an Orange
grove; this hill, whose base was washed on one side, by the
floods of the Musquitoe river, and on the other side by the
billows of the ocean, was about one hundred yards
diameter, and seemed to be an entire heap of sea shells. I
continued along the beach, a quarter of a mile, and came up
to a forest of the Agave vivipara (though composed of
herbaceous plants, I term it a forest, because their scapes
or flower-stems arose erect near 30 feet high): their tops
regularly branching in the form of a pyramidal tree, and
these plants growing near to each other, occupied a space
of ground of several acres: when their seeds are ripe they
vegetate, and grow on the branches, until the scape dries,
when the young plants fall to the ground, take root, and fix
themselves in the sand: the plant grows to a prodigious size
before the scape shoots up from its centre. Having
contemplated this admirable grove, I proceeded towards the
shrubberies on the banks of the river, and though it was
now late in December, the aromatic groves appeared in full
bloom. The broad-leaved sweet Myrtus, Erythrina
corrallodendrum, Cactus cochinellifer, Cacalia suffruticosa,
and particularly, Rhizophora conjugata, which stood close to
and in the salt water of the river, were in full bloom, with



beautiful white sweet scented flowers, which attracted to
them, two or three species of very beautiful butterflies, one
of which was black, the upper pair of its wings very long and
narrow, marked with transverse stripes of pale yellow, with
some spots of a crimson colour near the body. Another
species remarkable for splendour, was of a larger size; the
wings were undulated and obtusely crenated round their
ends, the nether pair terminating near the body, with a long
narrow forked tail; the ground light yellow, striped oblique-
transversely, with stripes of pale celestial blue, the ends of
them adorned with little eyes encircled with the finest blue
and crimson, which represented a very brilliant rosary. But
those which were the most numerous were as white as
snow, their wings large, their ends lightly crenated and
ciliated, forming a fringed border, faintly marked with little
black crescents, their points downward, with a cluster of
little brilliant orbs of blue and crimson, on the nether wings
near the body; the numbers were incredible, and there
seemed to be scarcely a flower for each fly, multitudinous
as they were, besides clouds of them hovering over the
mellifluous groves. Besides these papiles, a variety of other
insects come in for a share, particularly several species of
bees.

As I was gathering specimens of flowers from the shrubs,
I was greatly surprised at the sudden appearance of a
remarkably large spider, on a leaf of the genus Araneus
saliens: at sight of me he boldly faced about, and raised
himself up, as if ready to spring upon me; his body was
about the size of a pigeon’s egg, of a buff colour, which with
his legs were covered with short silky hair, on the top of the



abdomen was a round red spot or ocelle encircled with
black. After I had recovered from the surprise, and
observing that the wary hunter had retired under cover, I
drew near again, and presently discovered that I had
surprised him on predatory attempts against the insect
tribes. I was therefore determined to watch his proceedings,
I soon noticed that the object of his wishes was a large fat
bomble bee (apis bombylicus), that was visiting the flowers,
and piercing their nectariferous tubes; this cunning intrepid
hunter conducted his subtil approaches with the
circumspection and perseverance of a Siminole when
hunting a deer, advancing with slow steps obliquely, or
under cover of dense foliage, and behind the limbs, and
when the bee was engaged in probing a flower, he would
leap nearer, and then instantly retire out of sight, under a
leaf or behind a branch, at the same time keeping a sharp
eye upon me. When he had now gotten within two feet of
his prey, and the bee was intent on sipping the delicious
nectar from a flower, with his back next the spider, he
instantly sprang upon him, and grasped him over the back
and shoulder, when for some moments they both
disappeared. I expected the bee had carried off his enemy,
but to my surprise, they both together rebounded back
again, suspended at the extremity of a strong elastic thread
or web, which the spider had artfully let fall, or fixed on the
twig, the instant he leaped from it; the rapidity of the bee’s
wings, endeavouring to extricate himself, made them both
together appear as a moving vapour, until the bee became
fatigued by whirling round, first one way and then back
again; at length, in about a quarter of an hour, the bee quite



exhausted by his struggles, and the repeated wounds of the
butcher, became motionless, and quickly expired in the
arms of the devouring spider, who, ascending the rope with
his game, retired to feast on it under cover of leaves; and
perhaps before night, became himself the delicious evening
repast of a bird or lizard.

Birds are in general social and benevolent creatures;
intelligent, ingenious, volatile, active beings; and this order
of animal creation consists of various nations, bands or
tribes, as may be observed from their different structure,
manners and languages, or voice, as each nation, though
subdivided into many different tribes, retaining its general
form or structure, a similarity of customs, and a sort of
dialect or language, particular to that nation or genus from
which those tribes seem to have descended or separated.
What I mean by a language in birds, is the common notes or
speech, that they use when employed in feeding
themselves and their young, calling on one another, as well
as their menaces against their enemy; for their songs seem
to be musical compositions, performed only by the males,
about the time of incubation, in part to divert and amuse
the female, entertaining her with melody, &c. This harmony,
with the tender solicitude of the male, alleviates the toils,
cares and distresses of the female, consoles her in solitary
retirement whilst sitting, and animates her with affection
and attachment to himself in preference to any other. The
volatility of their species, and operation of their passions
and affections, are particularly conspicuous in the different
tribes of the thrush, famous for song. On a sweet May
morning we see the red thrushes (turdus rufus) perched on



an elevated sprig of the snowy Hawthorn, sweet flowering
Crab, or other hedge shrub, exerting their accomplishments
in song, striving by varying and elevating their voices to
excel each other; we observe a very agreeable variation, not
only in tone but in modulation; the voice of one is shrill, of
another lively and elevated, of others sonorous and
quivering. The mock-bird (turdus polyglottos) who excels,
distinguishes himself in a variety of action as well as air;
from a turret he bounds aloft with the celerity of an arrow,
as it were to recover or recal his very soul, expired in the
last elevated strain. The high forests are filled with the
symphony of the song or wood thrush (turdus minor.)

Both sexes of some tribes of birds sing equally finely, and
it is remarkable, that these reciprocally assist in their
domestic cares, as building their nests and sitting on their
eggs, feeding and defending their young brood, &c. The
oriolus (icterus, Cat.) is an instance in this case; and the
female of the icterus minor is a bird of more splendid and
gay dress than the male bird. Some tribes of birds will
relieve and rear up the young and helpless, of their own and
other tribes, when abandoned. Animal substance seems to
be the first food of all birds, even the granivorous tribes.

Having passed through some remarks, which appeared of
sufficient consequence to be offered to the public, and
which were most suitable to have a place in the
introduction, I shall now offer such observations as must
necessarily occur, from a careful attention to, and
investigation of the manners of the Indian nations; being
induced, while travelling among them, to associate with
them, that I might judge for myself whether they were



deserving of the severe censure which prevailed against
them among the white people, that they were incapable of
civilization.

In the consideration of this important subject it will be
necessary to enquire, whether they were inclined to adopt
the European modes of civil society? Whether such a
reformation could be obtained, without using coercive or
violent means? and lastly, whether such a resolution would
be productive of real benefit to them, and consequently
beneficial to the public? I was satisfied in discovering that
they were desirous of becoming united with us, in civil and
religious society.

It may, therefore, not be foreign to the subject, to point
out the propriety of sending men of ability and virtue, under
the authority of government, as friendly visitors, into their
towns; let these men be instructed to learn perfectly their
languages, and by a liberal and friendly intimacy, become
acquainted with their customs and usages, religious and
civil; their system of legislation and police, as well as their
most ancient and present traditions and history. These men
thus enlightened and instructed, would be qualified to judge
equitably, and when returned to us, to make true and just
reports, which might assist the legislature of the United
States to form, and offer to them a judicious plan for their
civilization and union with us.

But I presume not to dictate in these high concerns of
government, and I am fully convinced that such important
matters are far above my ability; the duty and respect we
owe to religion and rectitude, the most acceptable incense
we can offer to the Almighty, as an atonement for our



negligence in the care of the present and future wellbeing of
our Indian brethren, induces me to mention this matter,
though perhaps of greater concernment than we generally
are aware.



1 Quercus Hemispherica.
2 Quercus tinctoria.
3 Quercus Sempervirens.
4 Vid. Sponsalia plantarum, Amœn. Acad l. n. 12. Linn.



CHAPTER I.
Table of Contents

THE AUTHOR SETS SAIL FROM PHILADELPHIA, AND
ARRIVES AT CHARLESTON, FROM WHENCE HE BEGINS
HIS TRAVELS.

At the request of Dr. Fothergill, of London, to search the
Floridas, and the western parts of Carolina and Georgia, for
the discovery of rare and useful productions of nature,
chiefly in the vegetable kingdom; in April, 1773, I embarked
for Charleston, South Carolina, on board the brigantine
Charleston Packet, Captain Wright, the brig——, Captain
Mason, being in company with us, and bound to the same
port. We had a pleasant run down the Delaware, 150 miles
to Cape Henlopen, the two vessels entering the Atlantic
together. For the first twenty-four hours, we had a
prosperous gale, and were cheerful and happy in the
prospect of a quick and pleasant voyage; but, alas! how
vain and uncertain are human expectations! how quickly is
the flattering scene changed! The powerful winds, now
rushing forth from their secret abodes, suddenly spread
terror and devastation; and the wide ocean, which, a few
moments past, was gentle and placid, is now thrown into
disorder, and heaped into mountains, whose white curling
crests seem to sweep the skies!

This furious gale continued near two days and nights,
and not a little damaged our sails, cabin furniture, and
state-rooms, besides retarding our passage. The storm
having abated, a lively gale from N. W. continued four or five



days, when shifting to N. and lastly to N. E. on the tenth of
our departure from cape Henlopen, early in the morning, we
descried a sail astern, and in a short time discovered it to be
Capt. Mason, who soon came up with us. We hailed each
other, being joyful to meet again, after so many dangers. He
suffered greatly by the gale, but providentially made a good
harbour within Cape Hatteras. As he ran by us, he threw on
board ten or a dozen bass, a large and delicious fish, having
caught a great number of them whilst he was detained in
harbour. He got into Charleston that evening, and we the
next morning, about eleven o’clock.

There are few objects out at sea to attract the notice of
the traveller, but what are sublime, awful, and majestic: the
seas themselves, in a tempest, exhibit a tremendous scene,
where the winds assert their power, and, in furious conflict,
seem to set the ocean on fire. On the other hand, nothing
can be more sublime than the view of the encircling horizon,
after the turbulent winds have taken their flight, and the
lately agitated bosom of the deep has again become calm
and pacific; the gentle moon rising in dignity from the east,
attended by thousands of glittering orbs; the luminous
appearance of the seas at night, when all the waters seem
transmuted into liquid silver; the prodigious bands of
porpoises foreboding tempest, that appear to cover the
ocean; the mighty whale, sovereign of the watery realms,
who cleaves the seas in his course; the sudden appearance
of land from the sea, the strand stretching each way,
beyond the utmost reach of sight; the alternate appearance
and recess of the coast, whilst the far distant blue hills
slowly retreat and disappear; or, as we approach the coast,



the capes and promontories first strike our sight, emerging
from the watery expanse, and like mighty giants, elevating
their crests towards the skies; the water suddenly alive with
its scaly inhabitants; squadrons of sea-fowl sweeping
through the air, impregnated with the breath of fragrant
aromatic trees and flowers; the amplitude and magnificence
of these scenes are great indeed, and may present to the
imagination, an idea of the first appearance of the earth to
man at the creation.

On my arrival at Charleston, I waited on Doctor Chalmer,
a gentleman of eminence in his profession and public
employments, to whom I was recommended by my worthy
patron, and to whom I was to apply for counsel and
assistance, for carrying into effect my intended travels. The
doctor received me with perfect politeness, and, on every
occasion, treated me with friendship; and by means of the
countenance which he gave me, and the marks of esteem
with which he honoured me, I became acquainted with
many of the worthy families, not only of Carolina and
Georgia, but also in the distant countries of Florida.
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Arriving in Carolina very early in the spring vegetation was
not sufficiently advanced to invite me into the western parts
of this state; from which circumstance, I concluded to make
an excursion into Georgia; accordingly, I embarked on board
a coasting vessel, and in twenty-four hours arrived in
Savanna, the capital, where, acquainting the governor, Sir J.
Wright, with my business, his excellency received me with
great politeness, showed me every mark of esteem and
regard, and furnished me with letters to the principal
inhabitants of the state, which were of great service to me.
Another circumstance very opportunely occurred on my
arrival: the assembly was then sitting in Savanna, and
several members lodging in the same house where I took up
my quarters, I became acquainted with several worthy
characters, who invited me to call at their seats
occasionally, as I passed through the country; particularly
the hon. B. Andrews, esq. a distinguished, patriotic and
liberal character. This gentleman’s seat, and well cultivated
plantations, are situated near the south high road, which I
often travelled; and I seldom passed his house without
calling to see him, for it was the seat of virtue, where
hospitality, piety, and philosophy, formed the happy family;
where the weary traveller and stranger found a hearty
welcome, and from whence it must be his own fault, if he
departed without being greatly benefited.



After resting, and a little recreation for a few days in
Savanna, and having in the mean time purchased a good
horse, and equipped myself for a journey southward, I sat
off early in the morning for Sunbury, a sea-port town,
beautifully situated on the main, between Medway and
Newport rivers, about fifteen miles south of great Ogeeche
river. The town and harbour are defended from the fury of
the seas by the north and south points of St. Helena and
South Catherine’s islands; between which is the bar and
entrance into the sound: the harbour is capacious and safe,
and has water enough for ships of great burthen. I arrived
here in the evening, in company with a gentleman, one of
the inhabitants, who politely introduced me to one of the
principal families, where I supped and spent the evening in
a circle of genteel and polite ladies and gentlemen. Next
day, being desirous of visiting the islands, I forded a narrow
shoal, part of the sound, and landed on one of them, which
employed me the whole day to explore. The surface and
vegetable mould here is generally a loose sand, not very
fertile, except some spots bordering on the sound and
inlets, where are found heaps or mounds of sea-shell, either
formerly brought there, by the Indians, who inhabited the
island, or which were perhaps thrown up in ridges, by the
beating surface of the sea: possibly both these
circumstances may have contributed to their formation.
These sea-shells, through length of time, and the subtle
penetrating effects of the air, which dissolve them to earth,
render these ridges very fertile, and, when clear of their
trees, and cultivated, they become profusely productive of
almost every kind of vegetable. Here are also large



plantations of indigo, corn, and potatoes,5 with many other
sorts of esculent plants. I observed, amongst the shells of
the conical mounds, fragments of earthen vessels, and of
other utensils, the manufacture of the ancients: about the
centre of one of them, the rim of an earthen pot appeared
amongst the shells and earth, which I carefully removed,
and drew it out, almost whole: this pot was curiously
wrought all over the outside, representing basket work, and
was undoubtedly esteemed a very ingenious performance,
by the people, at the age of its construction. The natural
produce of these testaceous ridges, besides many of less
note, are, the great Laurel Tree, (Magnolia grandiflora) Pinus
tæda, Laurus Borbonia, Quercus sempervirens, or Live Oak,
Prunus, Lauro-cerasus, Ilex aquifolium, Corypha palma,
Juniperus Americana. The general surface of the island
being low, and generally level, produces a very great variety
of trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants; particularly the
great long-leaved Pitch-Pine, or Broom-Pine, Pinus palustris,
Pinus squamosa, Pinus lutea, Gordonia Lasianthus, Liquid
Ambar (Styraciflua) Acer rubrum, Fraxinus excelcior;
Fraxinus aquatica, Quercus aquatica, Quercus phillos,
Quercus dentata, Quercus humila varietas, Vaccinium
varietas, Andromeda varietas, Prinos varietas, Ilex varietas,
Viburnum prunifolium, V. dentatum, Cornus florida, C. alba,
C. sanguinea, Carpinus betula, C. ostrya, Itea Clethra
alnifolia, Halesia tetraptera, H. diptera, Iva, Rhamnus
frangula, Callicarpa, Morus rubra, Sapindus, Cassine, and of
such as grow near water-courses, round about ponds and
savannas, Fothergilla gardini, Myrica cerifera, Olea
Americana, Cyrilla racemiflora, Magnolia glauca, Magnolia


