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Preface
Some time ago, I received a phone call from a lady living in
one of the better neighborhoods in town. She asked me for
help, telling me about her male cat Jocky, who she had
taken in a year before as a sick stray. Ever since, Jocky had
lived with her and her other cat Gina. No deep friendship
had developed between Gina and Jocky. They merely
tolerated each other with the odd dispute, and their owner
had probably worried for some time about the not-so-happy
relationship between the two cats.
Now she claimed not to know what to do. She said Jocky
had begun to soil the house, which was the last straw for
her. No one among her friends wanted to take him, and
several veterinarians she had consulted had refused to
euthanize him. When I probed her about how bad this
house soiling actually was, I was shocked. Jocky had
suffered from diarrhea once and relieved himself on the
carpet. Another time he had thrown up some grass and hair
on the couch. That was all.
We made an appointment for me to visit her house, so I
could examine Gina’s and Jocky’s relationship more closely
to improve it with suitable measures. I also hoped to be
able to put in a good word for little Jocky in regard to his
alleged house-soiling. The appointment was canceled by his
owner. She stated that a colleague had offered to adopt
Jocky. I very much hope that this colleague of hers does
actually exist, and that Jocky has found a new home where
he can be what he is – a normal cat!
In the context of my work as a cat psychologist, I am
frequently called by desperate people who tell me about
their cats’ inappropriate elimination problems. About thirty
to forty percent of my patients fall into this category, and I


