


Emmeline Pankhurst

Freedom or death

Published by Good Press, 2022
goodpress@okpublishing.info

EAN 4064066421380

mailto:goodpress@okpublishing.info


TABLE OF CONTENTS

Cover
Titlepage
Text

file:///tmp/calibre_5.42.0_tmp_7s6fb9w3/xh82mwiw_pdf_out/OPS/text/00001.xhtml


Mrs Hepburn, ladies and gentlemen: Many people come
to Hartford to address meetings as advocates of some
reform. Tonight it is not to advocate a reform that I address
a meeting in Hartford. I do not come here as an advocate,
because whatever position the suffrage movement may
occupy in the United States of America, in England it has
passed beyond the realm of advocacy and it has entered
into the sphere of practical politics. It has become the
subject of revolution and civil war, and so tonight I am not
here to advocate woman suffrage. American suffragists can
do that very well for themselves.

I am here as a soldier who has temporarily left the field
of battle in order to explain - it seems strange it should have
to be explained - what civil war is like when civil war is
waged by women. I am not only here as a soldier
temporarily absent from the field at battle; I am here - and
that, I think, is the strangest part of my coming - I am here
as a person who, according to the law courts of my country,
it has been decided, is of no value to the community at all:
and I am adjudged because of my life to be a dangerous
person, under sentence of penal servitude in a convict
prison. So you see there is some special interest in hearing
so unusual a person address you. I dare say, in the minds of
many of you - you will perhaps forgive me this personal
touch - that I do not look either very like a soldier or very
like a convict, and yet I am both.

Now, first of all I want to make you understand the
inevitableness of revolution and civil war, even on the part
of women, when you reach a certain stage in the
development of a community's life. It is not at all difficult if



revolutionaries come to you from Russia, if they come to
you from China, or from any other part of the world, if they
are men, to make you understand revolution in five minutes,
every man and every woman to understand revolutionary
methods when they are adopted by men.

Many of you have expressed sympathy, probably even
practical sympathy, with revolutionaries in Russia. I dare say
you have followed with considerable interest the story of
how the Chinese revolutionary, Sun Yat-sen, conducted the
Chinese revolution from England. And yet I find in American
newspapers there is a great deal of misunderstanding of the
fact that one of the chief minds engaged in conducting the
women's revolution is, for purposes of convenience, located
in Paris. It is quite easy for you to understand - it would not
be necessary for me to enter into explanations at all - the
desirability of revolution if I were a man, in any of these
countries, even in a part of the British Empire known to you
as Ireland. If an Irish revolutionary had addressed this
meeting, and many have addressed meetings all over the
United States during the last twenty or thirty years, it would
not be necessary for that revolutionary to explain the need
of revolution beyond saying that the people of his country
were denied - and by people, meaning men - were denied
the right of self-government. That would explain the whole
situation. If I were a man and I said to you, "I come from a
country which professes to have representative institutions
and yet denies me, a taxpayer, an inhabitant of the country,
representative rights," you would at once understand that
that human being, being a man, was justified in the
adoption of revolutionary methods to get representative


