




Puwul is nine years old and lives in a country called West
Papua. The country is situated on a large island called New
Guinea.

Puwul belongs to a tribe called the Yali people. Puwul’s
village is located high up in wild and inaccessible mountains
in the middle of the island.

There’s about 60 people who live in the village. No one in
Puwul’s village have ever seen a city and no one knows
anything about televisions or refrigerators, factories and
skyscrapers, roads and cars, or noise and pollution.







Puwul’s dad is chief and named Pite. He’s in charge. He is
the richest man in the village. Pite has two wives and five
children, three pigs and one boar. Pite is the one in the
middle of the picture with his bow and arrow.

The two wives are called Tebora and Lolo. Tebora is Pite’s
youngest wife and Puwul’s mother. She is standing next to
Pite with the other wife. She has a small stick through her
nose, and long pearl necklaces around her neck.

To the left of the wives are Puwul’s two sisters, Tene and Tala
aged 13 and 14 years old. Furthest to the right is Puwul with
his older brother Malo, who is 11 years old.

Puwul’s family. From left to right: Tala, Tene, Lolo, Tebora,
Pite, Kuron, Malo and Puwul.

The young man next to Puwul’s father is named Kuron and is
19 years old. Puwul’s father adopted Kuron, when he was a


