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CHAPTER XVI.
WOMAN'S PATRIOTISM IN THE WAR.

The first gun on Sumter, April 12, 1861—Woman's military genius—
Anna Ella Carroll—The Sanitary Movement—Dr. Elizabeth
Blackwell—The Hospitals—Dorothea Dix—Services on the battle-
field—Clara Barton—The Freedman's Bureau—Josephine Griffing
—Ladies' National Covenant—Political campaigns—Anna
Dickinson—The Woman's Loyal National League—The Mammoth
Petition—Anniversaries—The Thirteenth Amendment.

OUR first volume closed with the period when the American
people stood waiting with apprehension the signal of the
coming conflict between the Northern and Southern States. On
April 12, 1861, the first gun was fired on Sumter, and on the 14th
it was surrendered. On the 15th, the President called out 75,000
militia, and summoned Congress to meet July 4th, when 400,000
men and $400,000,000 were voted to carry on the war.
These startling events roused the entire people, and turned the
current of their thoughts in new directions. While the nation's
life hung in the balance, and the dread artillery of war drowned
alike the voices of commerce, politics, religion and reform, all
hearts were filled with anxious forebodings, all hands were busy
in solemn preparations for the awful tragedies to come.
At this eventful hour the patriotism of woman shone forth as
fervently and spontaneously as did that of man; and her self-
sacrifice and devotion were displayed in as many varied fields of
action. While he buckled on his knapsack and marched forth to
conquer the enemy, she planned the campaigns which brought
the nation victory; fought in the ranks when she could do so
without detection; inspired the sanitary commission; gathered
needed supplies for the grand army; provided nurses for the
hospitals; comforted the sick; smoothed the pillows of the dying;
inscribed the last messages of love to those far away; and
marked the resting-places where the brave men fell. The labor
women accomplished, the hardships they endured, the time and
strength they sacrificed in the war that summoned three million
men to arms, can never be fully appreciated.



Think of the busy hands from the Atlantic to the Pacific, making
garments, canning fruits and vegetables, packing boxes,
preparing lint and bandages[1] for soldiers at the front; think of
the mothers, wives and daughters on the far-off prairies,
gathering in the harvests, that their fathers, husbands, brothers,
and sons might fight the battles of freedom; of those month
after month walking the wards of the hospital; and those on the
battle-field at the midnight hour, ministering to the wounded
and dying, with none but the cold stars to keep them company.
Think of the multitude of delicate, refined women, unused to
care and toil, thrown suddenly on their own resources, to
struggle evermore with poverty and solitude; their hopes and
ambitions all freighted in the brave young men that marched
forth from their native hills, with flying flags and marshal
music, to return no more forever. The untiring labors, the
trembling apprehensions, the wrecked hopes, the dreary
solitude of the fatherless, the widowed, the childless in that
great national upheaval, have never been measured or recorded;
their brave deeds never told in story or in song, no monuments
built to their memories, no immortal wreaths to mark their last
resting-places.
How much easier it is to march forth with gay companions and
marshal music; with the excitement of the battle, the camp, the
ever-shifting scenes of war, sustained by the hope of victory; the
promise of reward; the ambition for distinction; the fire of
patriotism kindling every thought, and stimulating every nerve
and muscle to action! How much easier is all this, than to wait
and watch alone with nothing to stimulate hope or ambition.
The evils of bad government fall ever most heavily on the
mothers of the race, who, however wise and far-seeing, have no
voice in its administration, no power to protect themselves and
their children against a male dynasty of violence and force.
While the mass of women never philosophize on the principles
that underlie national existence, there were those in our late
war who understood the political significance of the struggle:
the "irrepressible conflict" between freedom and slavery;
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between national and State rights. They saw that to provide lint,
bandages, and supplies for the army, while the war was not
conducted on a wise policy, was labor in vain; and while many
organizations, active, vigilant, self-sacrificing, were multiplied
to look after the material wants of the army, these few formed
themselves into a National Loyal League to teach sound
principles of government, and to press on the nation's
conscience, that "freedom to the slaves was the only way to
victory." Accustomed as most women had been to works of
charity, to the relief of outward suffering, it was difficult to
rouse their enthusiasm for an idea, to persuade them to labor
for a principle. They clamored for practical work, something for
their hands to do; for fairs, sewing societies to raise money for
soldier's families, for tableaux, readings, theatricals, anything
but conventions to discuss principles and to circulate petitions
for emancipation. They could not see that the best service they
could render the army was to suppress the rebellion, and that
the most effective way to accomplish that was to transform the
slaves into soldiers. This Woman's Loyal League voiced the
solemn lessons of the war: liberty to all; national protection for
every citizen under our flag; universal suffrage, and universal
amnesty.
As no national recognition has been accorded the grand women
who did faithful service in the late war; no national honors nor
profitable offices bestowed on them, the noble deeds of a few
representative women should be recorded. The military services
of Anna Ella Carroll in planning the campaign on the Tennessee;
the labors of Clara Barton on the battle-field; of Dorothea Dix in
the hospital; of Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell in the Sanitary; of
Josephine S. Griffing in the Freedman's Bureau; and the political
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triumphs of Anna Dickinson in the Presidential campaign,
reflecting as they do all honor on their sex in general, should
ever be proudly remembered by their countrywomen.

ANNA ELLA CARROLL.
THE TENNESSEE CAMPAIGN.

Anna Ella Carroll, the daughter of Thomas King Carroll formerly
Governor of Maryland, belongs to one of the oldest and most
patriotic families of that State. Her ancestors founded the city of
Baltimore; Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, one of the signers of
the Declaration of Independence, was of the same family.
At the breaking out of the civil war, Maryland was claimed by
the rebellious States, and for a long time her position seemed
uncertain. Miss Carroll, an intimate friend of Gov. Hicks, and at
that time a member of his family, favored the national cause,
and by her powerful arguments induced the Governor to remain
firm in his opposition to the scheme of secession. Thus, despite
the siren wooing of the South, in its plaint of

"Maryland, my Maryland."
 
Miss Carroll was the means of preserving her native State to the
Union. Although a slave-owner, and a member of that class
which so largely proved disloyal, Miss Carroll freed her slaves,
and devoted herself throughout the war to the cause of liberty.
She replied to the secession speech of Senator Breckenridge,
made during the July session of Congress 1861, with such lucid
and convincing arguments, that the War Department not only
circulated a large edition, but the Government requested her to
prepare other papers upon unsettled points. In response she
wrote a pamphlet entitled "The War Powers of the
Government," published in December, 1861. By the especial
request of President Lincoln she also prepared a paper entitled
"The Relation of Revolted Citizens to the National Government,"
which was approved by him, and formed the basis of his
subsequent action. In September, 1861, she also prepared a
paper on the Constitutional power of the President to make
arrests, and to suspend the writ of habeas corpus; a subject upon
which a great conflict of opinion then existed, even among
persons of unquestioned loyalty.
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Early in the fall of 1861, Miss Carroll took a trip to St. Louis to
inspect the progress of the war in the West. A gun-boat fleet,
under the special authorization of the President, was then in
preparation for a descent of the Mississippi. An examination of
this plan by Miss Carroll showed its weakness, and the
inevitable disaster it would bring to the National arms. Her
astute military genius led her to the substitution of another
plan, upon which she based great hopes of success, and its
results show it to have been one of the profoundest strategic
movements of the ages. Strategy and generalship are two
entirely distinct forms of the art of war. Many a general, good at
following out a plan, is entirely incapable of forming a
successful one. Napoleon stands in the foremost ranks as a
strategist, and is held as the greatest warrior of modern times,
yet he led no forces into battle. So entirely was he convinced
that strategy was the whole art of war, that he was accustomed
to speak of himself as the only general of his army, thus
subordinating the mere command and movement of forces to
the art of strategy. Judged by this standard, which is
acknowledged by all military men, Anna Ella Carroll, of
Maryland, holds foremost rank as a military genius. On the 12th
of November, 1861, while still in St. Louis, Miss Carroll wrote to
Hon. Edward Bates at Washington (the member of the Cabinet
who first suggested the expedition down the Mississippi), that
from information gained by her she believed this plan would
fail, and urged him, instead, to have the expedition directed up
the Tennessee River, as the true line of attack. She also
dispatched a similar letter to Hon. Thomas A. Scott, at that time
Assistant Secretary of War. On the 30th of this month
(November, 1861), Miss Carroll laid the following plan,
accompanied by explanatory maps, before the War Department:
The civil and military authorities seem to me to be laboring under a
great mistake in regard to the true key of the war in the South-west. It is
not the Mississippi, but the Tennessee River. Now, all the military
preparations made in the West indicate that the Mississippi River is the
point to which the authorities are directing their attention. On that
river many battles must be fought and heavy risks incurred, before any



impression can be made on the enemy, all of which could be avoided by
using the Tennessee River. This river is navigable for medium-class
boats to the foot of Muscle Shoals in Alabama, and is open to navigation
all the year, while the distance is but two hundred and fifty miles by the
river from Paducah on the Ohio. The Tennessee offers many advantages
over the Mississippi. We should avoid the almost impregnable batteries
of the enemy, which can not be taken without great danger and great
risk of life to our forces, from the fact that our forces, if crippled, would
fall a prey to the enemy by being swept by the current to him, and away
from the relief of our friends. But even should we succeed, still we have
only begun the war, for we shall then have to fight the country from
whence the enemy derives his supplies.
Now an advance up the Tennessee River would avoid this danger; for, if
our boats were crippled, they would drop back with the current and
escape capture. But a still greater advantage would be its tendency to
cut the enemy's lines in two, by reaching the Memphis and Charleston
Railroad, threatening Memphis, which lies one hundred miles due west,
and no defensible point between; also Nashville, only ninety miles
north-east, and Florence and Tuscumbia in North Alabama, forty miles
east. A movement in this direction would do more to relieve our friends
in Kentucky, and inspire the loyal hearts in East Tennessee, than the
possession of the whole of the Mississippi River. If well executed, it
would cause the evacuation of all those formidable fortifications on
which the rebels ground their hopes for success; and in the event of our
fleet attacking Mobile, the presence of our troops in the northern part
of Alabama, would be material aid to the fleet.
Again, the aid our forces would receive from the loyal men in Tennessee
would enable them soon to crush the last traitor in that region, and the
separation of the two extremes would do more than one hundred battles for
the Union cause. The Tennessee River is crossed by the Memphis and
Louisville Railroad, and the Memphis and Nashville Railroad. At
Hamburg the river makes the big bend on the east, touching the north-
east corner of Mississippi, entering the north-west corner of Alabama,
forming an arc to the south, entering the State of Tennessee at the
north-east corner of Alabama, and if it does not touch the north-west
corner of Georgia, comes very near it. It is but eight miles from
Hamburg to the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, which goes through
Tuscumbia, only two miles from the river, which it crosses at Decatur
thirty miles above, intersecting with the Nashville and Chattanooga



road at Stephenson. The Tennessee never has less than three feet to
Hamburg on the "shoalest" bar, and during the fall, winter, and spring
months, there is always water for the largest boats that are used on the
Mississippi River. It follows, from the above facts, that in making the
Mississippi the key to the war in the West, or rather in overlooking the
Tennessee River, the subject is not understood by the superiors in
command.
The War Department looked over these papers, and Col. Scott,
the Assistant Secretary, possessing a knowledge of the railroad
facilities and connections of the South, unequaled perhaps by
any other man in the country at that time, at once saw the vital
importance of Miss Carroll's plan. He declared it to be the first
clear solution of the difficult problem, and was soon sent West
to assist in carrying it out in detail. The Mississippi expedition
was abandoned, and the Tennessee made the point of attack.
Both land and naval forces were ordered to mass themselves at
this point, and the country soon began to feel the wisdom of this
movement. The capture of Fort Henry, an important
Confederate post on the Tennessee River serving to defend the
railroad communication between Memphis and Bowling Green,
was the first result of Miss Carroll's plan. It fell Feb. 6, 1862, and
was rapidly followed by the capture of Fort Donelson, which,
after a gallant defense, surrendered to the Union forces Feb.
16th, and the name of Ulysses S. Grant, as the general
commanding these forces, for the first time became known to
the American people. By these victories the line of Confederate
fortifications was broken, and the enemy's means of
communication between the East and the West were destroyed.
All the historians of our civil war concede that the strategy
which made the Tennessee River the base of military operations
in the South-west, thus cutting the Confederacy in two by its
control of the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, also made its
final destruction inevitable. At an early day the Government had
neither a just conception of the rebellion, nor of the steps
necessary for its suppression. It was looked upon from a
political rather than a military point of view, and much valuable
time was wasted in suggestions and plans worse than futile. But
while the national Government had been blind to the real
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situation, the Confederacy had every hour strengthened its
position both at home and abroad, having so far secured the
recognition of France and England as to have been
acknowledged belligerents, while threats of raising the blockade
were also made by the same powers.
In order to a more full understanding of our national affairs at
that time, we will glance at the proceedings of Congress. When
this body met in December, 1861, a "Committee on the Conduct
of the War" was at once created, and spirited debates upon the
situation took place in both the Senate and the House. It was
acknowledged that the salvation of the country depended upon
military success. It was declared that the rebellion must be
speedily put down or it would destroy the resources of the
country, as $2,000,000 a day were then required to maintain the
army in the field. Hon. Mr. Dawes compared the country to a
man under an exhausted receiver gasping for breath, and said
that sixty days of the present state of things must bring about
an ignominious peace. Hon. Geo. W. Julian declared that the
country was in imminent danger of a foreign war, and that in
the opinion of many the great model Republic of the world was
in the throes of death. The credit of the nation was then so poor
as to render it unable to make loans of money from foreign
countries. The treasury notes issued by the Government were
falling in the market, selling at five and six per cent. discount.
Mr. Morrill, in the Senate, gave it as his opinion that in six
months the nation would be beyond hope of relief.
England was anxiously hoping for our downfall. The London Post,
Lord Palmerston's paper, the organ of the English Government,
prophesied our national bankruptcy within a short time. The
London Times denounced us in language deemed too offensive to
be read before the Senate. It urged England's direct
interference; counseled the pouring of a fleet of gun-boats
through the St. Lawrence into the lakes with the opening of
spring, "to secure, with the mastery of these waters, the
mastery of all," and declared that three months hence the field
would be all England's own. At that time the British Government
had already sent some thirty thousand men into its colonies in
North America, preparatory to an assault upon our north-
western frontier. The nation seemed upon the point of being
lost, and the hopes of millions of oppressed men in other lands
destroyed by the disintegration of the Union. The war had been

d h b h h f h



waged six months, but with the exception of West Virginia, the
battle had been against the Union. The fact that military success
alone could turn the scale, though now acknowledged, seemed
to Congress as far as ever from consummation. Our military
commanders, quite ignorant of both the geographical and
topographical outlines of our vast country, were unable to
formulate the plan necessary for a decisive blow.
Such was the situation at the time Miss Carroll sent her plan of
the Tennessee campaign to the War Department. Fortunately for
civilization this plan was adopted, and with the fall of Fort
Henry, the enemy's center was pierced, the decisive point
gained. From that hour the nation's final success was assured.
Its fall opened the Tennessee River, and its capture was soon
followed by the evacuation of Columbus and Bowling Green.
Fort Donelson was given up, its rebel garrison of 14,000 troops
marched out as prisoners of war, and hope sprang up in the
hearts of the people. Pittsburg Landing and Corinth soon
followed the fate of the preceding forts. The President declared
the victory at Fort Henry to be of the utmost importance. North
and South its influence was alike felt. Gen. Beauregard was
himself conscious that this campaign sealed the fate of the
"Southern Confederacy." The success of the Tennessee
campaign rendered intervention impossible, and taught those
foreign enemies who were anxiously watching for our country's
downfall, the power and stability of a Republic. Missouri was
kept in the Union by its means, Tennessee and Kentucky were
restored, the National armies were enabled to push to the Gulf
States and secure possession of all the great rivers and routes of



internal communication through the heart of the Confederate
territory.
On the 10th of April, 1862, the President issued the following
proclamation:
It has pleased Almighty God to vouchsafe signal victories to the land and
naval forces engaged in suppressing an internal rebellion; and at the
same time to avert from our country the damages of foreign
intervention and invasion.
During all this time the author of this plan remained unknown,
except to the President and his Cabinet, who feared to reveal the
fact that the Government was proceeding under the advice and
plan of a civilian, and that civilian a woman. Shortly after the
capture of Forts Henry and Donelson a debate as to the author of
this campaign took place in the House of Representatives.[2] The
Senate discussed its origin March 13. It was variously ascribed to
the President, to the Secretary of War, and to different naval
and land commanders, Halleck, Grant, Foote, Smith, and
Fremont. The historians of the war have also given adverse
opinions as to its authorship. Draper's "History of the Civil War"
ascribes it to Gen. Halleck; Boynton's "History of the Navy" to
Commodore Foote; Lossing's "Civil War" to the combined
wisdom of Grant, Halleck, and Foote; Badeau's "History of the
Civil War" credits it to Gen. C. F. Smith; and Abbott's "Civil
War," to Gen. Fremont.
But abundant testimony exists proving Miss Carroll's authorship
of the plan, in letters from Hon. B. F. Wade,[3] Chairman of the
Committee on the Conduct of the War; from Hon. Thos. A. Scott,
Assistant Secretary of War; from Hon. L. D. Evans, former Chief-



Justice of the Supreme Court of Texas (entrusted by the
Government with an important secret mission during the war);
from Hon. Orestes A. Bronson, and many other well-known
public men; from conversations of President Lincoln and
Secretary Stanton; and from reports of the Military Committee
of the XLI., XLII., and XLVI. Congresses.[4] So anxious was the
Government to keep the origin of the Tennessee campaign a
secret, that Col. Scott, in conversation with Judge Evans, a
personal friend of Miss Carroll, pressed upon him the absolute
necessity of Miss Carroll's making no claim to the authorship
while the struggle lasted. In the plenitude of her self-sacrificing
patriotism she remained silent, and saw the honors rightfully
belonging to her heaped upon others, although she knew the
country was indebted to her for its salvation.
Previous to 1862 historians reckoned but fifteen decisive
battles[5] in the world's history, battles in which, says Hallam, a
contrary result would have essentially varied the drama of the
world in all its subsequent scenes. Professor Cressy, of the chair
of Ancient and Modern History, University of London, has made
these battles the subject of two grand volumes. The battle of
Fort Henry was the sixteenth, and in its effects may well be
deemed the most important of all.[6] It opened the doors of
liberty to the downtrodden and oppressed among all nations,
setting a seal of permanence on the assertion that self-
government is the natural right of every person.



But it was not alone through her plan of the Tennessee
campaign that Miss Carroll exhibited her military genius;
throughout the conflict she continued to send plans and
suggestions to the War Department. The events of history prove
the wisdom of those plans, and that had they been strictly
followed, the war would have been brought to a speedy close,[7]

and millions of men and money saved to the country.
Upon the fall of Fort Henry, February, 1862, she again addressed
the War Department, advising an immediate advance upon
Mobile or Vicksburg. In March, 1862, she presented a memorial
and maps to Secretary Stanton in person, in regard to the
reduction of Island 10, which had long been a vain effort by the
Union forces, in which she said:
The failure to take Island 10, which thus far occasions much
disappointment to the country, excites no surprise to me. When I looked
at the gun-boats at St. Louis, and was informed as to their powers, and
that the current of the Mississippi at full tide runs at the rate of five
miles per hour, which is very near the speed of our gun-boats, I could
not resist the conclusion that they were not well fitted to the taking of
batteries on the Mississippi River, if assisted by gun-boats perhaps equal
to our own. Hence it was that I wrote Col. Scott from there, that the
Tennessee River was our strategic point, and the successes at Forts
Henry and Donelson establish the justice of these observations. Had our
victorious army, after the fall of Fort Henry, immediately pushed up the
Tennessee River and taken position on the Memphis and Charleston
Railroad, between Corinth, Miss., and Decatur, Ala., which might easily
have been done at that time with a small force, every rebel soldier in
Western Kentucky and Tennessee would have fled from every position
south of that railroad. And had Buell pursued the enemy in his retreat
from Nashville, without delay, into a commanding position in North
Alabama, on the railroad between Chattanooga and Decatur, the rebel
government at Richmond would necessarily have been obliged to retreat
to the cotton States. I am fully satisfied that the true policy of General
Halleck is to strengthen Grant's column by such a force as will enable
him at once to seize the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, as it is the



readiest means of reducing Island 10, and all the strongholds to
Memphis.
In October, 1862, observing the preparations for a naval attack
upon Vicksburg, Miss Carroll again addressed the Secretary of
War in the following memorial:
As I understand an expedition is about to go down the river, for the
purpose of reducing Vicksburg, I have prepared the enclosed map in
order to demonstrate more clearly the obstacles to be encountered in
the contemplated assault. In the first place, it is impossible to take
Vicksburg in the front without too great a loss of life and material, for
the reason that the river is only about half a mile wide, and our forces
would be in point-blank range of their guns, not only from their water-
batteries which line the shore, but from the batteries that crown the
hills, while the enemy would be protected from the range of our fire.
By examining the map I enclose, you will at once perceive why a place of
so little apparent strength has been enabled to resist the combined
fleets of the Upper and Lower Mississippi. The most economical plan for
the reduction of Vicksburg now, is to push a column from Memphis or
Corinth down the Mississippi Central Railroad to Jackson, the capital of
the State of Mississippi. The occupation of Jackson, and the command of
the railroad to New Orleans, would compel the immediate evacuation of
Vicksburg, as well as the retreat of the entire rebel army east of that
line; and by another movement of our army from Jackson, Miss., or from
Corinth to Meridan, in the State of Mississippi, on the Ohio and Mobile
Railroad, especially if aided by a movement of our gun-boats on Mobile,
the Confederate forces, with all the disloyal men and slaves, would be
compelled to fly east of the Tombigbee. Mobile being then in our
possession, with 100,000 men at Meridan, would redeem the entire
country from Memphis to the Tombigbee River. Of course I would have
the gun-boats with a small force at Vicksburg, as auxiliary to this
movement. With regard to the canal, Vicksburg can be rendered useless
to the Confederate army upon the very first rise of the river; but I do not
advise this, because Vicksburg belongs to the United States, and we
desire to hold and fortify it, for the Mississippi River at Vicksburg and
the Vicksburg and Jackson Railroad will become necessary as a base for
our future operations. Vicksburg might have been reduced eight months
ago, as I advised after the fall of Fort Henry, and with much more ease
than it can be done to-day.
It will be recollected that after a month's attack upon Vicksburg,
commencing June 28, 1862, by the combined Farragut fleet,
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Porter mortar flotilla and the gun-boat fleet under Capt. C. H.
Davis, the bombardment of the city was suspended, it being
found impossible to capture and hold it with the forces at
command.
In October, 1862, Grant was appointed to the command of the
forces from New Orleans to Vicksburg under the name of the
"Department of Tennessee," and the capture of this "Gibraltar of
the Confederacy" was once more attempted. This was the period
of Miss Carroll's memorial above given, and the results proved
the wisdom of her suggestions, as it was not until the army, by
an attack upon its rear, were enabled to capture this stronghold,
July 4, 1863, more than a year after the first demand of
Farragut's fleet for its capitulation. Had it been attacked
immediately after the fall of Fort Henry, according to Miss
Carroll's plan, many lives, costly munitions of war, and much
valuable time would have alike been saved. Miss Carroll's claim
before Congress in connection with the Tennessee campaign of
1862, shows that the Military Committee of the United States
Senate at the third session of the 41st Congress, reported
(document 337), through Senator Howard, that Miss Carroll
"furnished the Government the information which caused the
change of the military expedition which was preparing in 1861
to descend the Mississippi, from that river to the Tennessee
River." The same committee of the 42d Congress, second session
(document 167), reported the evidence in support of this claim.
For the House report of the 46th Congress, third session, see
document 386.[8]
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No fact in the history of our country is more clearly proved than
that its very existence is due to the military genius of Miss
Carroll, and no more shameful fact in its history exists, than
that Congress has refused all recognition and reward for such
patriotic services because they were rendered by a woman.
While in the past twenty years thousands of men, great and
small, have received thanks and rewards from the country she
saved—for work done in accordance with her plans—Grant, first
made known at Donelson, having twice received the highest
office in the gift of the nation—having made the tour of the
world amid universal honors—having received gifts of countless
value at home and abroad—Miss Carroll is still left to struggle
for a recognition of her services from that country which is
indebted to her for its very life.

DOROTHEA DIX,
GOVERNMENT SUPERINTENDENT OF NURSES.

Upon the breaking out of the war, Miss Dix, who for years had
been engaged in philanthropic work, saw here another
requirement for her services and hurried to Washington to offer
them to her country. She found her first work in nursing
soldiers who had been wounded by the Baltimore mob.[9] Upon
June 10, 1861, she received from the War Department, Simon
Cameron at that time its head, an appointment as the
Government Superintendent of Women Nurses. Secretary
Stanton, succeeding him, ratified this appointment, thus placing
her in an extraordinary and exceptional position, imposing
numerous and onerous duties, among them that of hospital
visitation, distributing supplies, managing ambulances,
adjusting disputes, etc. But while appointed to this office by the
Government, Miss Dix found herself as a member of a



disfranchised class, in a position of authority without the power
of enforcing obedience, and the subject of jealousy among
hospital surgeons, which largely militated against the efficiency
of her work.[10]

ELIZABETH BLACKWELL, M.D.
THE SANITARY COMMISSION.

It has been computed that since the historic period, fourteen
thousand millions of human beings have fallen in the wars
which men have waged against each other. From careful
statistics it has also been estimated that four-fifths of this loss of
life has been due to privation, exposure, and want of care. At an
early day the mortality from sickness was evidently far greater
than the above estimate; as late as the Crimean War, this
mortality reached seven-eighths of the whole number of deaths.
Military surgery was formerly but little understood. The
wounded and sick of an army were indebted to the chance aid of
friend or stranger, or were left to perish from neglect. Nothing
has ever been held so cheap as human life, unless, indeed, it
were human rights. But even from times of antiquity we read of
women, sometimes of noble birth, who followed the soldiers to
the field, treating the wounds of friend or lover with healing
balms or rude surgical appliance. To woman is the world
indebted for the first systematic efforts toward relief, through
the establishment of hospitals for sick or wounded soldiers. As
early as the fifth century, the Empress Helena erected hospitals
on the routes between Rome and Constantinople, where soldiers
requiring it, received careful nursing.
In the ninth century an order of women, who consecrated
themselves to field work, arose in the Catholic Church. They
were called Beguines, and everywhere ministered to the sick
and wounded of the armies of Continental Europe during its
long period of devastating wars.



To Isabella of Spain,[11] she who sold her jewels to fit Columbus
for the discovery of a New World, is modern warfare most
indebted for a mitigation of its horrors, through the
establishment of the first regular Camp Hospitals. During her
war with the Moors she caused a large number of tents to be
furnished at her own charge, with the requisite medicines,
appliances, and attendants for the wounded and sick of her
army. These were known as the "Queen's Hospitals," and formed
the inception of all the tender care given in army hospitals by
the most enlightened nations of to-day.
It is but a few years since Christendom was thrilled by the
heroism of a young English girl of high position, Florence
Nightingale, who having passed through the course of training
required for hospital nurses, voluntarily went out to the Crimea
at the time when English soldiers, wounded and sick, were dying
by scores and thousands without medicine or care, broke over
the red-tape rules of the army, and with her corps of women
nurses, brought life in place of death, winning the gratitude and
admiration of her country and mankind by her self-sacrifice and
her powers of organization. Rev. Henry Kinglake, in his "History
of the Crimea," says she brought a priceless reinforcement of
brain power to the nation at a time when the brains of
Englishmen had given signs of inanition.
A few years later brought our own civil war, and the wonderful
sanitary commission, more familiarly known as "The Sanitary,"
the public records of which are a part of the history of the war;
its sacrifices and its successes have burned themselves deep into
the hearts of thousands upon thousands. Its fairs in New York,
New England, and the Northwest, were the wonders of the world
in the variety and beauty of their exhibits and the vast sums



realized from them. Scarcely a woman in the nation, from the
girl of tender years,[12] to the aged matron of ninety, whose
trembling hands scraped lint or essayed to knit socks and
mittens for "the boys in blue," but knows its work, for of it they
were a part. But not a hundred of all those thousands who toiled
with willing hands, and who, at every battle met anew to
prepare or send off stores, knows that to one of her own sex was
the formation of the Great Sanitary due.[13]

Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell, returning to this country from England
about the time of the breaking out of the war, fresh from an
acquaintance with Miss Nightingale, and filled with her
enthusiasm, at once called an informal meeting at the New York
Infirmary[14] for Women and Children, where, on April 25th,
1861, the germ of the sanitary, known as the Ladies' Central
Relief,[15] was inaugurated. A public meeting was held April 26,
1861, at the Cooper Union, its object being to concentrate
scattered efforts by a large and formal organization. The society
then received the name of the "Woman's Central Relief
Association of New York." Miss Louisa Lee Schuyler was chosen
its president. She soon sent out an appeal to women which
brought New York into direct connection with many other
portions of the country, enabling it "to report its monthly
disbursements by tens of thousands, and the sum total of its
income by millions." But very soon after its organization, Miss
Schuyler saw the need of more positive connection with the
Government. A united address was sent to the Secretary of War



from the Woman's Central Relief Association, the Advisory
Committee of the Board of Physicians and Surgeons of the
hospitals of New York, and the New York Medical Association
for furnishing medical supplies. As the result of this address, the
Sanitary Commission was established the 9th of June, 1861,
under the authority of the Government, and went into
immediate operation. Although acting under Government
authorization, this commission was not sustained at
Government expense, but was supported by the women of the
nation. It was organized under the following general rules:
1. The system of sanitary relief established by army regulations was to
be adopted; the Sanitary Commission was to acquaint itself fully with
those rules, and see that its agents were familiar with all the plans and
methods of the army system.
2. The Commission was to direct its efforts mainly to strengthening the
regular army system, and work to secure the favor and co-operation of
the Medical Bureau.
3. The Commission was to know nothing of religious differences or State
distinctions, distributing without regard to the place where troops were
enlisted, in a purely national spirit.
Under these provisions the Sanitary Commission completed its
full organization. Dr. Blackwell, in the Ladies' Relief Association,
acted as Chairman of the Registration Committee, a position of
onerous duties, requiring accord with the Medical Bureau and
War Department, and visited Washington in behalf of this
committee. But the Association soon lost her services by her
own voluntary act of withdrawal. Professional jealousy of
women doctors being offensively shown by some of those male
physicians with whom she was brought in contact, she chose to



resign rather than allow sex-prejudice to obstruct the carrying
on of the great work originated by her. The Sanitary, with its
Auxiliary Aid Societies, at once presented a method of help to
the loyal[16] women of the country, and every city, village, and
hamlet soon poured its resources into the Commission. Through
it $92,000,000 were raised in aid of the sick and wounded of the
army. Nothing connected with the war so astonished foreign
nations as the work of the Sanitary Commission.
Dr. Henry Bellows, its President at the close of the war, declared
in his farewell address, that the army of women at home had
been as patriotic and as self-sacrificing as the army of men in
the field, and had it not been for their aid the war could not
have been brought to a successful termination.[17]

At every important period in the nation's history, woman has
stood by the side of man in duties. Husband, father, son, or
brother have not suffered or sacrificed alone.



"The old Continentals
In their ragged regimentals
Faltered not,"

because back of them stood the patriotic women of the thirteen
Colonies; those of the north-eastern pine-woods, who aided in
the first naval battle of the Revolution; those of Massachusetts,
Daughters of Liberty, who formed anti-tea leagues, proclaimed
inherent rights, and demanded an independency in advance of
the men; those of New York, who tilled the fields, and, removing
their hearth-stones, manufactured saltpetre from the earth
beneath, to make powder for the army; those of New Jersey, who
rebuked traitors; those of Pennsylvania, who saved the army;
those of Virginia, who protested against taxation without
representation; those of South Carolina, who at Charleston
established a paper in opposition to the Stamp Act; those of
North Carolina, whose fiery patriotism secured for the counties
of Rowan and Mecklenberg the derisive name of "The Hornet's
Nest of America." The women of the whole thirteen Colonies
everywhere showed their devotion to freedom and their choice
of liberty with privation, rather than oppression with luxury
and ease.
The civil war in our own generation was but an added proof of
woman's love for freedom and her worthiness of its possession.
The grandest war poem, "The Battle Hymn of the Republic," was
the echo of a woman's voice,[18] while woman's prescience and
power were everywhere manifested. She saw, before President,
Cabinet, generals, or Congress, that slavery must die before
peace could be established in the country.[19] Months previous to
the issue by the President of the Emancipation Proclamation,
women in humble homes were petitioning Congress for the
overthrow of slavery, and agonizing in spirit because of the



dilatoriness of those in power. Were proof of woman's love of
freedom, of her right to freedom needed, the history of our civil
war would alone be sufficient to prove that love, to establish
that right.

WOMEN AS SOLDIERS.
Many women fought in the ranks during the war, impelled by
the same patriotic motives which led their fathers, husbands,
and brothers into the contest. Not alone from one State, or in
one regiment, but from various parts of the Union, women were
found giving their services and lives to their country among the
rank and file of the army.[20] Although the nation gladly
summoned their aid in camp and hospital, and on the battle-
field with the ambulance corps, it gave them no recognition as
soldiers, even denying them the rights of chaplaincy,[21] and by
"army regulations" entirely refusing them recognition as part of
the fighting forces of the country.
Historians have made no mention of woman's services in the
war; scarcely referring to the vast number commissioned in the
army, whose sex was discovered through some terrible wound,
or by their dead bodies on the battle-field. Even the volumes
especially devoted to an account of woman's work in the war,
have mostly ignored her as a common soldier, although the files
of the newspapers of that heroic period, if carefully examined,
would be found to contain many accounts of women who fought
on the field of battle.[22]
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Gov. Yates, of Illinois, commissioned the wife of Lieut. Reynolds
of the 17th, as Major, for service in the field, the document
being made out with due formality, having attached to it the
great seal of State. President Lincoln, more liberal than the
Secretary of War, himself promoted the wife of another Illinois
officer, named Gates, to a majorship, for service in the hospital
and bravery on the field.
One young girl is referred to who served in seven different
regiments, participated in several engagements, was twice
severely wounded; had been discovered and mustered out of
service eight times, but as many times had re-enlisted, although
a Canadian by birth, being determined to fight for the American
Union.
Hundreds of women marched steadily up to the mouth of a
hundred cannon pouring out fire and smoke, shot and shell,
mowing down the advancing hosts like grass; men, horses, and
colors going down in confusion, disappearing in clouds of
smoke; the only sound, the screaming of shells, the crackling of
musketry, the thunder of artillery, through all this women were
sustained by the enthusiasm born of love of country and liberty.
Amid "sighing shot and shrieking shell
And the splintered fire of the shattered hell,
And the great white breaths of the cannon smoke
As the growling guns by the battery spoke.
................
Right up to the guns, black-throated and grim,
Right down on the hedges bordered with steel,"

bravely marched hundreds of women.
Nor was the war without its naval heroines. Among the vessels
captured by the pirate cruiser Retribution, was the Union
brigantine, J. P. Ellicott, of Bucksport, Maine, the wives of the
captain and mate being on board. Her officers and crew were
transferred to the pirate vessel and ironed, while a crew from
the latter was put on the brigantine; the wife of the mate was
left on board the brig with the pirate crew. Having cause to fear



bad treatment at the hands of the prize-master[23] and his mate,
this woman formed the bold plan of capturing the vessel. She
succeeded in getting the officers intoxicated, handcuffed them
and took possession of the vessel, persuading the crew, who
were mostly colored men from St. Thomas, to aid her. Having
studied navigation with her husband on the voyage, she
assumed command of the brig, directing its course to St.
Thomas, which she reached in safety, placing the vessel in the
hands of the United States Consul, who transferred the prize-
master, mate, and crew to a United States steamer, as prisoners
of war. Her name was not given, but had this bold feat been
accomplished by a man or boy, the country would have rung
with praises of the daring deed, and history would have borne
the echoes down to future generations.
Not alone on the tented field did the war find its patriotic
victims. Many women showed their love of country by sacrifices
still greater than enlistment in the army. Among these,
especially notable for her surroundings and family, was Annie
Carter Lee, daughter of Gen. Robert E. Lee, Commander-in-Chief
of the rebel army. Her father and three brothers fought against
the Union which she loved, and to which she adhered. A young
girl, scarcely beyond her teens when the war broke out, she
remained firm in her devotion to the National cause, though for
this adherence she was banished by her father as an outcast
from that elegant home once graced by her presence. She did
not live to see the triumph of the cause she loved so well, dying



the third year of the war, aged twenty-three, at Jones Springs,
North Carolina, homeless, because of her love for the Union,
with no relative near her, dependent for care and consolation in
her last hours upon the kindly services of an old colored woman.
In her veins ran pure the blood of "Light-Horse Harry" and that
of her great aunt, Hannah Lee Corbin, who at the time of the
Revolution, protested against the denial of representation to
taxpaying women, and whose name does much to redeem that
of Lee from the infamy, of late so justly adhering to it. When her
father, after the war, visited his ancestral home,[24] then turned
into a vast national cemetery, it would seem as though the spirit
of his Union-loving daughter must have floated over him,
whispering of his wrecked hopes, and piercing his heart with a
thousand daggers of remorse as he recalled his blind
infatuation, and the banishment from her home of that bright
young life.
Of the three hundred and twenty-eight thousand Union soldiers
who lie buried in national cemeteries, many thousands with
headboards marked "Unknown," hundreds are those of women
obliged by army regulations to fight in disguise. Official records
of the military authorities show that a large number of women
recruits were discovered and compelled to leave the army. A
much greater number escaped detection, some of them passing
entirely through the campaigns, while others were made known
by wounds or on being found lifeless upon the battle-field. The
history of the war—which has never yet been truly written—is
full of heroism in which woman is the central figure.
The social and political condition of women was largely changed
by our civil war. Through the withdrawal of so many men from
their accustomed work, new channels of industry were opened
to them, the value and control of money learned, thought upon
political questions compelled, and a desire for their own
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p q p
personal, individual liberty intensified. It created a revolution in
woman herself, as important in its results as the changed
condition of the former slaves, and this silent influence is still
busy. Its work will not have been accomplished until the chains
of ignorance and selfishness are everywhere broken, and
woman shall stand by man's side his recognized equal in rights
as she is now in duties.

CLARA BARTON.
MINISTERING ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE.

Clara Barton was the youngest child of Capt. Stephen Barton, of
Oxford, Mass., a non-commissioned officer under "Mad Anthony
Wayne." Captain Barton, who was a prosperous farmer and
leader in public affairs, gave his children the best opportunities
he could secure for their improvement. Clara's early education
was principally at home under direction of her brothers and
sisters. At sixteen, she commenced teaching, and followed the
occupation for several years, during which time she assisted her
oldest brother, Capt. Stephen Barton, Jr., a man of fine
scholarship and business capacity, in equitably arranging and
increasing the salaries of the large village schools of her native
place, at the same time having clerical oversight of her brother's
counting-house. Subsequently, she finished her school
education by a very thorough course of study at Clinton, N. Y.
Miss Barton's remarkable executive ability was manifested in
the fact that she popularized the Public School System in New
Jersey, by opening the first free school in Bordentown,
commencing with six pupils, in an old tumble-down building,
and at the close of the year, leaving six hundred in the fine
edifice at present occupied.
At the close of her work in Bordentown, she went to
Washington, D. C., to recuperate and indulge herself in
congenial literary pursuits. There she was, without solicitation,
appointed by Hon. Charles Mason, Commissioner of Patents, to
the first independent clerkship held by a woman under our
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Government. Her thoroughness and faithfulness fitted her
eminently for this position of trust, which she retained until
after the election of President Buchanan, when, being suspected
of Republican sentiments, and Judge Mason having resigned, she
was deposed, and a large part of her salary withheld. She
returned to Massachusetts and spent three years in the study of
art, belles-lettres, and languages. Shortly after the election of
Abraham Lincoln, she was recalled to the Patent Office by the
same administration which had removed her. She returned, as
she had left, without question, and taking up her line of duty,
awaited developments.
When the civil war commenced, she refused to draw her salary
from a treasury already overtaxed, resigned her clerkship and
devoted herself to the assistance of suffering soldiers. Her work
commencing before the organization of Commissions, was
continued outside and altogether independent of them, but
always with most cordial sympathy. Miss Barton never engaged
in hospital service. Her chosen labors were on the battle-field
from the beginning, until the wounded and dead were attended
to. Her supplies were her own, and were carried by Government
transportation. Nearly four years she endured the exposures
and rigors of soldier life, in action, always side by side with the
field surgeons, and this on the hardest fought fields; such battles
as Cedar Mountain, second Bull Run, Chantilly, Antietam,
Falmouth, and old Fredericksburg, siege of Charleston, on
Morris Island, at Wagner, Wilderness and Spotsylvania, The
Mine, Deep Bottom, through sieges of Petersburg and Richmond,
with Butler and Grant; through summer without shade, and
winter without shelter, often weak, but never so far disabled as
to retire from the field; always under fire in severe battles; her
clothing pierced with bullets and torn by shot, exposed at all
times, but never wounded.
Firm in her integrity to the Union, never swerving from her
belief in the justice of the cause for which the North was
fighting, on the battle-field she knew no North, no South; she
made her work one of humanity alone, bestowing her charities
and her care indiscriminately upon the Blue and the Gray, with
an impartiality and Spartan firmness that astonished the foe


