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§ 1. SCOPE AND LITERATURE
Table of Contents

In the fullness of time the Christian religion sprang out of
Judaism; as a fact, indeed, of divine revelation, but also
inseparably joined by innumerable threads with the previous
thousand years of Israel’s history. No incident in the gospel
story, no word in the preaching of Jesus Christ, is intelligible
apart from its setting in Jewish history, and without a clear
understanding of that world of thought-distinction of the
Jewish people.

Thus it becomes the bounden duty of Christian
theologians to examine into and describe that realm of
thought and history in which the universal religion of Christ
grew up. Nor is it enough to know simply that older
literature which has been collected together in the canon of
the Old Testament. On the contrary, the gospel of Jesus
Christ is much more closely connected with its immediately
contemporary surroundings, and the tendencies of thought
prevailing in that particular age. The recognition of this has



already led many investigators to devote special attention
to the History of the Times of Jesus Christ. Besides such
scholars as have continued the history of Israel in a
comprehensive manner down to the period of Christ and His
apostles, Schneckenburger and Hausrath, in particular, have
treated separately of that era under the title, History of New
Testament Times. The present work, too, in its first edition,
was published under that designation. Though the name is
now abandoned on account of its indefiniteness, the
purpose and scope of the work remain practically the same.
The task, however, which we set before us is more limited
than that proposed by Schneckenburger and Hausrath.
While Schneckenburger undertakes to describe the
condition of the Jewish and Gentile world in the times of
Christ, and Hausrath even adds to that the history of
primitive Christianity, we shall here attempt to set forth only
the History of the Jewish People in the Times of Jesus Christ,
for this alone in the strict and proper sense constitutes the
presupposition of the earliest history of Christianity.

The predominance of Pharisaism is that which most
distinctly characterized this period. The legalistic tendency
inaugurated by Ezra had now assumed dimensions far
beyond anything contemplated by its originator. No longer
did it suffice to insist upon obedience to the commandments
of the scripture Thora. These divine precepts were broken
down into an innumerable series of minute and vexatious
particulars, the observance of which was enforced as a
sacred duty, and even made a condition of salvation. And
this exaggerated legalism had obtained such an absolute
ascendency over the minds of the people, that all other
tendencies were put entirely in the background.

This Pharisaic tendency had its origin in conflicts of the
Maccabean age. During the course of those national



struggles the legalistic party not only obtained the victory
over those favourably inclined toward Greek learning and
customs, but also secured the entire confidence of the
people, so that they were encouraged to put forth claims of
the most extravagant and immoderate description. The
scribes were now the rulers of the people. No other
intellectual or political force was sufficiently strong to
counteract their influence in any appreciable degree.—The
battles of the Maccabean age, however, were also epoch-
making in the political history of the Jews. By them was the
foundation laid for the construction) of an independent
Jewish commonwealth, and for its emancipation from the
dominion of the Seleucidae. This deliverance was wholly
effected in consequence of the Syrian empire. Judea
became an independent state under native princes, and
continued in this position until conquered by the Romans.—
On the ground, therefore, of spiritual development and
political history, we are justified in beginning our exposition
with the history of the Maccabean age.

In determining also the point at which we should close
our investigations, a glance at the spiritual as well as the
political history will lead to the same result. Political
independence was in some measure preserved under the
domination of the Romans. In place of the priestly dynasty
of the Maccabees, the new order of the Herodians made its
appearance. After this line of rulers had been set aside by
the Romans, Palestine was for a long period governed by a
series of imperial procurators. But even under them there
was still a native aristocratic senate, the so-called
Sanhedrim, which exercised most of the functions of
government. It was not until the time of Nero and Vespasian
that all political independence was taken from the Jewish
people in consequence of the great revolt which they had



endeavoured to carry out. The complete abolition of all
Jewish national freedom was finally effected on the
suppression of the outbreak under Hadrian.—And just as the
concluding of our inquiry with the age of Hadrian
recommends itself on outward or political grounds, so also it
will be found to correspond to the course of the spiritual
development of the people. For it was just during the reign
of Hadrian that the Jewish scholars for the first time
committed to writing the hitherto only really communicated
traditional law, and in this way laid the foundation of the
Talmudical code. With the age of Hadrian, therefore, a new
epoch begins also for the intellectual and spiritual
development of the people, the Talmudic, in which no longer
the Thora of Moses, but the Talmud, forms the basis of all
juristic discussion. All the same, this, too, is the period in
which Pharisaism, in consequence of the overthrow of the
Jewish commonwealth, becomes a purely spiritual and moral
power, without, however, thereby losing, but rather gaining
in its influence over the people. For with the overthrow of
the temple the Sadducean priesthood was also set aside,
and in the Dispersion the lax and inconsistent Hellenistic
Judaism could not permanently maintain itself over against
the strict and consistent Judaism of the Pharisees.

The state of the sources of information at our disposal
makes it impossible for us to follow step by step the inner
development of the people in connection with each
particular institution that comes under consideration. We
are therefore under the necessity of appending to the
outline of the political history a description of the inner
condition of the people in a separate division. The political
history falls into two main periods: the period of
independence, and the period of the Roman domination. In



reference to the internal conditions, the following points
should be kept prominently in mind.

We shall have to describe, first of all, the general
character of the culture prevailing throughout Palestine,
with a particularly careful account of the spread of
Hellenism on the confines of the Jewish territory and within
that territory itself (§ 22). Then, as supplementary to the
political history, the church constitution of the Gentile
communities of Palestine as well as of the Jewish people
must be explained, which belongs to the inner or spiritual
history, inasmuch as it brings into consideration the self-
administration of the communities in contradistinction to the
political schemes and undertakings of the whole land. The
exposition of the Jewish communal constitution gives the
opportunity also to add the history of the Sanhedrim and of
the Jewish high priest (§ 23). The two chief factors in the
internal development, however, are, on the one hand, the
priesthood and the temple services (§ 24), and, on the other
hand, the institution of Scribism (§ 25). Inasmuch as the
priests occupying prominent and official positions during the
Greek era were more absorbed by worldly and political than
by religious interests, those who were still zealous for the
law now formed themselves into an opposition party under
the leadership of the scribes. The party of the Sadducees
grouped themselves around the official priests, while around
the scribes gathered the party of the Pharisees (§ 26). The
erection of schools and synagogues served to preserve and
spread the knowledge of the law among all classes of the
people (§ 27). In order to give a general view of the results
to which the efforts of the scribes and Pharisees led, we
have sought in another section to describe life under the
law (§ 28). Zeal for the law, however, has its nerve-centre in
the Messianic hope. For the gracious reward of God, which



one regards himself as being made worthy of receiving by a
life in accordance with the law, is thought of pre-eminently
as one that lies in the future and is heavenly (§ 29). Zeal for
the law and the Messianic hope are therefore the two
centres around which the life of the Israelite moves. Then,
after the exposition of the inner conditions of the everyday
Palestinian Judaism in its main features has been concluded
by a description of those two powerful tendencies just
mentioned, it remains for us to glance at the Jewish
monastic institution of the Essenes (§ 30), and at the much
more influential, and even for the early history of
Christianity much more important, Judaism of the Dispersion
(§ 31). Finally, we have to show from what remains of the
Jewish literature of our period how, in spite of the
predominance of Pharisaism, the intellectual interests and
spiritual struggles of Judaism spread out in various
directions. This is seen even in the Palestinian literature (§
32), but in a still higher degree in the Hellenistic literature (§
33); and last of all, though really belonging to this group just
named, the Jewish philosopher Philo, on account of his very
peculiar importance, may have his writings and his
speculation treated of in a distinct section (§ 34).
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§ 2. AUXILIARY SCIENCES
Table of Contents

By  way of supplement to the literature given in § 1, we
mention here the more important works under those
departments which may he regarded as auxiliary to that
branch of study now before us. To this class belong the
following:—I. Biblical and Jewish Antiquities or Archaeology,
which has to describe the religious and civil institutions,
manners, and customs of the Jewish people. II. The
Geography of Palestine. III. Jewish Chronology. IV. Jewish
Numismatics. V. Jewish Inscriptions. The Geography and
Chronology afford us the framework, not to speak of space
and time, in which the history with which we are concerned
is contained; the Numismatics and Inscriptions afford the
original documentary materials.

A.—JEWISH ARCHAEOLOGY

A rich collection of older monographs on Biblical and Jewish
Archaeology was made by Ugolini in his Thesaurus
antiquitatum sacrum, in 34 folio vols., Venice 1744–1769.
The shorter handbooks treat for the most part either of the
whole range of “Antiquities,” or of particular departments,
such as the religious worship of the civil law and
constitution. The material of Archaeology is also dealt with
in the various Biblical Dictionaries and Encyclopaedias.
Finally, expositions of Jewish institutions and usages in post-
Talmudic times afford supplementary details.

A very complete list of the older literature is given by
Meusel, Bibliotheca historica, i. 2. 118–207. Lists of the more



recent literature are given in Winer, Handbuch der theol.
Literatur, i. 133 ff.; Rüetschi in Herzog’s Real-Encyclopaedie,
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MICHAELIS, Commentaries on the Law of Moses. 4 vols.
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RELAND, Antiquitates sacrae veterum Hebraeorum. Utrecht
1708, Jena 1713.—Notas adj. Eb. Rau, Herborn 1743.—A.
Blasio Ugolino amplissimo commentario illustratae, in
Ugolini Thes. t. ii. 1744.—Edited, with the notes by Rau and
Ugolini, by Vogel. Halle 1769.

IKEN, Antiquitates hebr. secundum triplicem Judaeorum
statum, ecclesiasticum politicum et oeconomicum. Bremen
1730.

WAEHNER, Antiquitates Ebraeorum de Israeliticae gentis
origine, fatis, rebus sacris civilibus et domesticis. 2 vols.
Göttingen 1743.

CARPZOV, Apparatus historico-criticus antiquitatum sacri
codicis. Frankfort 1748. Properly a reprint of an older work:
Goodwin’s “Aaron and Moses” of 1616, but with notes which
in extent and importance far exceed the original text.



DE WETTE, Lehrbuch der hebrisch-jdischen Archäologie
nebst einem Grundriss der hebräisch-jüdischen Geschichte,
new ed. by Räbiger. Leipzig 1864.

SAALSCHÜTZ, Das Mosaische Recht, nebst den
vervollständigenden Talmudisch-Rabbinischen
Bestimmungen. 2nd ed. 2 vols. Berlin 1853.—Also by same
author, Archaeologie der Hebräer. 2 vols. Königsberg 1855–
1856.

SCHOLZ, Die heiligen Alterthümer des Volkes Israel. In 2
parts. Regensburg 1868.

HANEBERG, Die religiösen Alterthümer der Bibel. Munich
1869.

SCHEGG, Biblische Archaeologie, edited by Wirthmüller.
Freiburg 1887.

BODENSCHATZ, Kirchliche Verfassung der heutigen Juden,
sonderlich derer in Deutschland. 4 vols. 1748–1749.

SCHRÖDER, Satzungen und Gebräuche des talmudisch-
rabbinischen Judenthums. Bremen 1851.

B.—GEOGRAPHY

The exploration of the Holy Land has been conducted during
the present century with such energy that it is difficult out
of the enormous literature to select the works that are most
important. We distinguish among these two classes—1.
Comprehensive treatises by authors who have not been
themselves upon the scene, but who work up the materials



brought them; and 2. The researches carried on in the land
itself. Under the former category there are two great works
which stand out from all the rest in the rich abundance of
their materials, Reland presenting the older material, and
Ritter the more recent. These two works will long be
indispensable to the student. A convenient handbook is that
of Raumer, of which, however, we have no more recent
edition than that of 1860. Among treatises that embody
original research, mention should be made, first of all, of the
American Robinson’s epoch-making work, which furnished a
profusion of new and important facts. Still more completely
and systematically has the French scholar Guérin explored
and described the whole of the country west of the Jordan
from place to place. Both of these writers, along with a
communication of the results of their research, give a very
full account of the historical associations. The Memoirs,
which accompany by way of explanation the large English
map, deal simply with the Palestine of the present day. The
topography of Jerusalem forms a science by itself.—Two
magazines, an English and a German, are devoted to the
recording of the more recent discoveries.—Among historical
atlases which show clearly the political history from step to
step, that of Menke is to be specially recommended. In the
department of map-drawing, all earlier productions have
been put in the shade by the great English map, in twenty-
six sheets, produced on the spot by the Palestine
Exploration Society during the years 1872–1877, according
to exact topographical measurement of the country west of
the Jordan. The English have also supplied the best
groundwork for a topography of Jerusalem. In the years
1864–1865 Sir Charles Wilson made a topographical survey
of Jerusalem, and in the years 1867–1870 the English
Palestine Exploration Society conducted the most thorough



excavations and measurements on the site of the temple, to
which the labours of the Germans could only contribute
some further details.

A complete list of the older Palestinian literature is to be
found in Meusel, Bibliotheca historica, i. 2. 70–118. A good
survey of that literature down to 1840 is given in Robinson,
Biblical Researches in Palestine, iii., Appendix A, pp. 1–28.—
An oppressively complete list of Palestinian literature is
given in Tobler, Bibliographia geographica Palaestinae,
Leipzig 1867. A yet fuller catalogue of the earlier travellers’
accounts down to the tenth century after Christ than is
given there, may be found in Tobler’s Bibliographia
geographica Palaestinae ab anno CCCXXXIII. usque ad
annum, M. Dresdae, 1875 (reprinted as a separate
monograph from Petzholdt’s Neue Anzeiger für Bibliographie
und Bibliothekwissenschaft, 1875).—Continuations of and
additions to Tobler’s work have been made by Ph. Wolff in
the Jahrbücher für deutsche Theologie, 1868 and 1872;
Röhricht and Meisner, Deutsche Pilgerreisen nach dem
heiligen Lande, Berlin 1880, pp. 541–648; and Socin and
Jacob in their yearly summaries and reviews, in the
Zeitschrift des deutschen Palästina-Vereins, Bd. i–ix., by
Socin; later volumes by Jacob.—A sketch and review of the
literature is also given by F. W. Schultz, in article “Palästina,”
in Herzog, Real-Encyclopaedie, 2 Aufl. Bd. xi. (1883) pp.
800–804.

1. Treatises Presenting Results

RELAND, Palaestina ex monumentis veteribus illustrata.
Utrecht 1714.



RITTER, The Comparative Geography of Palestine and the
Sinaitic Peninsula. 4 vols. Edin. 1866. This is a translation of
portions of Die Erdkunde im Verhältniss zur Natur und zur
Geschichte des Menschen, 2nd ed., greatly enlarged and
partly rewritten. Parts xiv.–xvii. Berlin 1848–1855. Of this
work Part xiv. (1848) treats of the Sinai Peninsula; xv. 1
(1850), of the Great Depression of the Jordan Valley, the
Course and the Region of the Jordan; xv. 2 (1851), of the
country west of the Jordan and the Dead Sea (Perea); xvi.
(1852), of Judea, Samaria, Galilee; xvii. 1 (1854), of
Phoenicia, Lebanon, and the mountain lands of Northern
Syria; xvi. 2 (1855), the Course of the Orontes in the flat
country of Northern Syria with the Amanus Range.

PORTER, Holy Land, Syria, Palestine, Peninsula of Sinai,
Edom, Syrian Deserts, Petra, Damascus, and Palmyra; with
Maps and Plans. In Murray’s Handbook Series.

SOCIN, Traveller’s Handbook to Palestine and Syria. In
Baedeker’s Series. London 1876.

HENDERSON, Handbook on Palestine. Edin. [1886].

RAUMER, Palästina. 4th ed. Leipzig 1860.

QUANDT, Judäa und die Nachbarschaft im Jahrhundert vor
und nach der Geburt Christi. Gütersloh 1873.—Short, but
independent.

BOETTGER, Topographisch-historisches Lexicon zu den
Schriften des Josephus. Leipzig 1879.—Collects all the
material out of Josephus.



NEUBAUER, La géographie du Talmud. Paris 1868.—Gathers
together material from rabbinical literature, but by no
means in a complete or thorough way.

In the Dictionaries of Smith, Fairbairn, Kitto, M’Clintock and
Strong, Winer, Schenkel, Riehm, place-names occurring in
the Bible are dealt with.

2. Records of Original Research

ROBINSON, Biblical Researches in Palestine, Mount Sinai,
and Arabia Petrea. A journal of travels in the year 1838 by E.
Robinson and E. Smith, undertaken in reference to biblical
geography. 3 vols. London 1841. Also: Later Biblical
Researches in Palestine and the adjacent Regions. A journal
of travels in the year 1852 by E. Robinson, E. Smith, and
others. Drawn up from the original diaries, with historical
illustrations by E. Robinson. London 1856. Physical
Geography of the Holy Land. London 1865.

STANLEY, Sinai and Palestine in Connection with their
History. London 1856.

WILSON, Lands of the Bible visited and described in an
extensive journey undertaken with special reference to the
promotion of biblical research. 2 vols. Edin. 1847.

VAN DE VELDE, Journey through Sinai and Palestine. 2 vols.
Edin. 1854.

VAN LENNEP, Bible Lands and Customs. 2 vols. London
1875.


