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INTRODUCTION

A study of type founding and of the development of presses
and other printers’ machinery in America presents many
interesting considerations. If the attempt were made to
give in detail the story of American type founding and the
accomplishments of the notable American type founders,
and at the same time to chronicle the improvements and
inventions which American genius has contributed to the
machines and processes used in printing and the allied
industries, a very large book might readily be produced.
While such a book would not be without interest and would
certainly have very great value, it would be valuable mainly
as a work of reference and would lack the interest which
ought to attach to a book of the sort contained in this
series. It has seemed to the writer best, therefore, not to
attempt to collect an encyclopedia of information, but to
give a brief sketch of the development of types and presses
in the United States, with a special view to the beginnings
in both departments. It is greatly to be hoped that a more
competent hand may later be set to the production of such
an encyclopedic volume as has been indicated, but such a
work does not belong in this series.

In these matters, as in so many others, we find a definite
course of development going on. Originally American
dependence upon Europe was complete. The political
dependence of the colonies in those days was much more
thorough-going than anything we know at present. The
political and economic ideas of the eighteenth century were
so different from those with which we are familiar that it is
difficult for the ordinary man who is not widely read in the
literature and history of that period to understand them at


