


Government of the State of Minnesota

Constitution of the State of
Minnesota — 1876 Version

Published by Good Press, 2022
goodpress@okpublishing.info

EAN 4064066445980

mailto:goodpress@okpublishing.info


TABLE OF CONTENTS

PREAMBLE
ARTICLE I.—BILL OF RIGHTS
ARTICLE II.—ON NAME AND BOUNDARIES
ARTICLE III.—DISTRIBUTION OF THE POWERS OF
GOVERNMENT
ARTICLE IV.—THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT
ARTICLE V.—THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ARTICLE VI.—THE JUDICIARY
ARTICLE VII.—THE ELECTIVE FRANCHISE
ARTICLE VIII.—SCHOOL FUNDS, EDUCATION AND SCIENCE
ARTICLE IX.—FINANCES OF THE STATE AND BANKS AND
BANKING
ARTICLE X.—OF CORPORATIONS HAVING NO BANKING
PRIVILEGES
ARTICLE XI.—COUNTIES AND TOWNSHIPS
ARTICLE XII.—OF THE MILITIA
ARTICLE XIII.—IMPEACHMENT AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE
ARTICLE XIV.—AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE XV.—MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS
SCHEDULE



PREAMBLE
Table of Contents

We the people of the state of Minnesota grateful to God
for our civil and religious liberty and desiring to perpetuate
its blessings and secure the same to ourselves and our
posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution:

ARTICLE I.—BILL OF RIGHTS
Table of Contents

SECTION 1. Government is instituted for the security,
benefit and protection of the people, in whom all political
power is inherent, together with the right to alter, modify or
reform such government whenever the public good may
require it.

SEC. 2. No member of this state shall be disfranchised, or
deprived of any of the rights or privileges secured to any
citizen thereof, unless by the law of the land, or the
judgment of his peers. There shall be neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude in the state otherwise than in the
punishment of crime whereof the party shall have been duly
convicted.

SEC. 3. The liberty of the press shall forever remain
inviolate, and all persons may freely speak, write, and
publish their sentiments on all subjects, being responsible
for the abuse of such right.

SEC. 4. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, and
shall extend to all cases at law without regard to the amount



in controversy, but a jury trial may be waived by the parties
in all cases in the manner prescribed by law.

SEC. 5. Excessive bail shall not be required; nor shall
excessive fines be imposed; nor shall cruel or unusual
punishments be inflicted.

SEC. 6. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy
the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of
the county or district wherein the crime shall have been
committed, which county or district shall have been
previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the
nature and cause of the accusation, to be confronted with
the witnesses against him, to have compulsory process for
obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance
of counsel in his defense.

SEC. 7. No person shall be held to answer for a criminal
offense unless on the presentment or indictment of a grand
jury, except in cases of impeachment or in cases cognizable
by justices of the peace, or arising in the army or navy, or in
the militia when in actual service in time of war or public
danger, and no person for the same offense shall be put
twice in jeopardy of punishment, nor shall be compelled in
any criminal case to be witness against himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of
law. All persons shall before conviction be bailable by
sufficient sureties, except for capital offenses when the proof
is evident or the presumption great; and the privilege of the
writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when
in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may
require.

SEC. 8. Every person is entitled to a certain remedy in the
laws for all injuries or wrongs which he may receive in his


