Arthur Conan Doyle

The Case of Oscar Slater



Arthur Conan Doyle

The Case of Oscar Slater

Published by Good Press, 2022
goodpress@okpublishing.info

EAN 4066338078124



mailto:goodpress@okpublishing.info

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Cover

Titlepage

COPY OF MEMORIAL. FOR REPRIEVE
THE END



file:///tmp/calibre_5.42.0_tmp_4ezwtq1n/baas748l_pdf_out/OEBPS/text/00001.xhtml

IT is impossible to read and weigh the facts in connection
with the conviction of Oscar Slater in May, 1909, at the High
Court in Edinburgh, without feeling deeply dissatisfied with
the proceedings, and morally certain that justice was not
done. Under the circumstances of Scotch law | am not clear
how far any remedy exists, but it will, in my opinion, be a
serious scandal if the man be allowed upon such evidence
to spend his life in a convict prison. The verdict which led to
his condemnation to death, was given by a jury of fifteen,
who voted; Nine for "Guilty," five for "Non-proven," and one
for "Not Guilty." Under English law, this division of opinion
would naturally have given cause for a new trial. In Scotland
the man was condemned to death, he was only reprieved
two days before his execution, and he is now working out a
life sentence in Peterhead convict establishment. How far
the verdict was a just one, the reader may judge for himself
when he has perused a connected story of the case. There
lived in Glasgow in the year 1908, an old maiden lady
named Miss Marion Gilchrist. She had lived for thirty years
in the one flat, which was on the first floor in 15, Queen's
Terrace. The flat above hers was vacant, and the only
immediate neighbours were a family named Adams, living
on the ground floor below, their house having a separate
door which was close alongside the flat entrance. The old
lady had one servant, named Helen Lambie, who was a girl
twenty-one years of age. This girl had been with Miss
Gilchrist for three or four years. By all accounts Miss
Gilchrist was a most estimable person, leading a quiet and
uneventful life. She was comfortably off, and she had one
singular characteristic for a lady of her age and



surroundings, in that she had made a collection of jewelry of
considerable value. These jewels, which took the form of
brooches, rings, pendants, etc., were bought at different
times, extending over a considerable number of years, from
a reputable jeweller. | lay stress upon the fact, as some wild
rumour was circulated at the time that the old lady might
herself be a criminal receiver. Such an idea could not be
entertained. She seldom wore her jewelry save in single
pieces, and as her life was a retired one, it is difficult to see
how anyone outside a very small circle could have known of
her hoard. The value of this treasure was about three
thousand pounds. It was a fearful joy which she snatched
from its possession, for she more than once expressed
apprehension that she might be attacked and robbed. Her
fears had the practical result that she attached two patent
locks to her front door, and that she arranged with the
Adams family underneath that in case of alarm she would
signal to them by knocking upon the floor.

It was the household practice that Lambie, the maid,
should go out and get an evening paper for her mistress
about seven o'clock each day. After bringing the paper she
then usually went out again upon the necessary shopping.
This routine was followed upon the night of December 21st.
She left her mistress seated by the fire in the dining-room
reading a magazine. Lambie took the keys with her, shut the
flat door, closed the hall door downstairs, and was gone
about ten minutes upon her errand. It is the events of those
ten minutes which form the tragedy and the mystery which
were so soon to engage the attention of the public.



According to the girl's evidence, it was a minute or two
before seven when she went out. At about seven, Mr. Arthur
Adams and his two sisters were in their dining-room
immediately below the room in which the old lady had been
left. Suddenly they heard "a noise from above, then a very
heavy fall, and then three sharp knocks." They were
alarmed at the sound, and the young man at once set off to
see if all was right. He ran out of his hall door, through the
hall door of the flats, which was open, and so up to the first
floor, where he found Miss Gilchrist's door shut. He rang
three times without an answer. From within, however, he
heard a sound which he compared to the breaking of sticks.
He imagined therefore that the servant girl was within, and
that she was engaged in her household duties. After waiting
for a minute or two, he seems to have convinced himself
that all was right. He therefore descended again and
returned to his sisters, who persuaded him to go up once
more to the flat. This he did and rang for the fourth time. As
he was standing with his hand upon the bell, straining his
ears and hearing nothing, someone approached up the
stairs from below. It was the young servant-maid, Helen
Lambie, returning from her errand. The two held council for
a moment. Young Adams described the noise which had
been heard. Lambie said that the pulleys of the clothes-lines
in the kitchen must have given way. It was a singular
explanation, since the kitchen was not above the dining-
room of the Adams, and one would not expect any great
noise from the fall of a cord which suspended sheets or
towels. However, it was a moment of agitation, and the girl
may have said the first explanation which came into her



