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1:1 On account of the sudden and repeated calamities
and mischances, brethren, that have come upon us, we
suppose that we have the more slowly given heed to the
things that are disputed among you, beloved, and to the
foul and unholy sedition, alien and foreign to the elect of
God, which a few headstrong and self-willed persons have
kindled to such a degree of madness, that your venerable
and famous name, worthy to be loved of all men, is greatly
blasphemed.

1:2 For who that hath tarried among you hath not
approved your most virtuous and firm faith, hath not
admired your sober and seemly piety in Christ, hath not
proclaimed your splendid disposition of hospitality, hath not
deemed blessed your perfect and unerring knowledge?

1:3 For ye did all things without respect of persons, and
walked in the laws of God, submitting yourselves to them
that have the rule over you, and giving the due honour to
the presbyters that are among you. Young men ye enjoined
to think such things as be sober and grave. Women ye
exhorted to perform all things in a blameless and
honourable and pure conscience, loving dutifully their own
husbands; and ye taught them to manage the affairs of their
houses with gravity, keeping in the rule of obedience, being
temperate in all things.
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2:1 And ye were all humble, boasting of nothing,
submitting yourselves rather than subjecting others, more
gladly giving than receiving, content with the provision that
God had given you; and attending diligently to his words, ye
received them into your very hearts, and his sufferings were
before your eyes.

2:2 Thus a deep and rich peace was given to all, and an
insatiable longing for doing good, and a plentiful outpouring
of the Holy Spirit was upon all of you.

2:3 And ye, being filled with a holy desire, with excellent
zeal and pious confidence, stretched out your arms to
Almighty God, beseeching him to be merciful unto you, if ye
had in anything unwillingly done amiss.

2:4 Ye contended day and night for the whole
brotherhood, that in his mercy and good pleasure the
number of his elect might be saved.

2:5 Ye were simple and sincere without malice one
toward another:

2:6 all sedition and all schism were abominable unto
you. Ye grieved over the transgressions of your neighbour,
judging his short-comings your own.

2:7 Ye repented not of any well-doing, being ready to
every good work;

2:8 and being adorned with a very virtuous and holy
habit of life, ye did all things in his fear. The commandments
and ordinances of the Lord were written on the breadth of
your heart.
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3:1 All honour and enlargement was given to you, and
then was fulfilled that which is written: -- The beloved ate
and drank, and was enlarged and grew fat and kicked.

3:2 From this came emulation and envy, strife and
sedition, persecution and disorder, war and captivity.

3:3 Thus the mean men were lifted up against the
honourable; those of no repute against those of good
repute; the foolish against the wise; the young against the
elder.

3:4 Through this justice and peace are afar off, because
each of you leaveth off the fear of God and is dimsighted in
his faith, nor walketh in the laws of his commandments, nor
behaveth as becometh a citizen of Christ; but each walketh
according to his own evil lusts, having taken up unjust and
unholy envy, by which also death entered into the world.


