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ADDRESSED TO MARCIA.
OF CONSOLATION.
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ID | not know, Marcia, that you have as little of a
woman's weakness of mind as of her other vices,
and that your life was regarded as a pattern of

antique virtue, | should not have dared to combat your grief,
which is one that many men fondly nurse and embrace, nor
should | have conceived the hope of persuading you to hold
fortune blameless, having to plead for her at such an
unfavorable time, before so partial a judge, and against
such an odious charge. | derive confidence, however, from
the proved strength of your mind, and your virtue, which
has been proved by a severe test. All men know how well
you behaved towards your father, whom you loved as dearly
as your children in all respects, save that you did not wish
him to survive you: indeed, for all that | know you may have
wished that also: for great affection ventures to break some
of the golden rules of life. You did all that lay in your power
to avert the death of your father, Aulus Cremutius Cordus;[1!
but when it became clear that, surrounded as he was by the
myrmidons of Sejanus, there was no other way of escape
from slavery, you did not indeed approve of his resolution,



