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CORRESPONDENCE AND MISCELLANEOUS
WRITINGS 
1768 - 1772

 

CCCXXXIV. TO M. DUBOURG Ref. 002

 
I am apprehensive that I shall not be able to find leisure

for making all the disquisitions and experiments which
would be desirable on this subject. I must, therefore,
content myself with a few remarks.

The specific gravity of some human bodies, in comparison
to that of water, has been examined by Mr. Robinson, in
our Philosophical Transactions, Volume L., page 30, for the
year 1757. He asserts that fat persons with small bones
float most easily upon the water.

The diving-bell is accurately described in
our Transactions.

When I was a boy I made two oval palettes, each about
ten inches long and six broad, with a hole for the thumb, in
order to retain it fast in the palm of my hand. They much
resembled a painter’s palettes.   In swimming I pushed the
edges of these forward, and I struck the water with their
flat surfaces as I drew them back. I remember I swam
faster by means of these palettes, but they fatigued my
wrists. I also fitted to the soles of my feet a kind of sandals;
but I was not satisfied with them, because I observed that
the stroke is partly given by the inside of the feet and the
ankles, and not entirely with the soles of the feet.



We have here waistcoats for swimming, which are made
of double sail-cloth, with small pieces of cork quilted in
between them.

I know nothing of the scaphandre of M. de la Chapelle.
I know by experience that it is a great comfort to a

swimmer who has a considerable distance to go, to turn
himself sometimes on his back, and to vary in other
respects the means of procuring a progressive motion.

When he is seized with the cramp in the leg, the method
of driving it away is, to give to the parts affected a sudden,
vigorous, and violent shock; which he may do in the air as
he swims on his back.

During the great heats of summer there is no danger in
bathing, however warm we may be, in rivers which have
been thoroughly warmed by the sun. But to throw one’s self
into cold spring water, when the body has been heated by
exercise in the sun, is an imprudence which may prove
fatal. I once knew an instance of four young men who,
having worked at harvest in the heat of the day, with a view
of refreshing themselves plunged into a spring of    cold
water; two died upon the spot, a third the next morning,
and the fourth recovered with great difficulty. A copious
draught of cold water, in similar circumstances, is
frequently attended with the same effect in North America.

The exercise of swimming is one of the most healthy and
agreeable in the world. After having swam for an hour or
two in the evening, one sleeps coolly the whole night, even
during the most ardent heat of summer. Perhaps, the pores
being cleansed, the insensible perspiration increases and
occasions this coolness. It is certain that much swimming is
the means of stopping a diarrhœa, and even of producing a
constipation. With respect to those who do not know how to
swim, or who are affected with a diarrhœa at a season
which does not permit them to use that exercise, a warm
bath, by cleansing and purifying the skin, is found very
salutary, and often effects a radical cure. I speak from my



own experience, frequently repeated, and that of others, to
whom I have recommended this.

You will not be displeased if I conclude these hasty
remarks by informing you that as the ordinary method of
swimming is reduced to the act of rowing with the arms
and legs, and is consequently a laborious and fatiguing
operation when the space of water to be crossed is
considerable, there is a method in which a swimmer may
pass to a great distance with much facility, by means of a
sail. This discovery I fortunately made by accident, and in
the following manner:

When I was a boy I amused myself one day with  flying a
paper kite; and approaching the bank of a pond, which was
near a mile broad, I tied the string to a stake and the kite
ascended to a very considerable height above the pond
while I was swimming. In a little time, being desirous of
amusing myself with my kite, and enjoying at the same time
the pleasure of swimming, I returned, and loosing from the
stake the string with the little stick which was fastened to
it, went again into the water, where I found that, lying on
my back and holding the stick in my hands, I was drawn
along the surface of the water in a very agreeable manner.
Having then engaged another boy to carry my clothes
round the pond, to a place which I pointed out to him on
the other side, I began to cross the pond with my kite,
which carried me quite over without the least fatigue, and
with the greatest pleasure imaginable. I was only obliged
occasionally to halt a little in my course and resist its
progress when it appeared that, by following too quick, I
lowered the kite too much; by doing which occasionally I
made it rise again. I have never since that time practised
this singular mode of swimming, though I think it not
impossible to cross in this manner from Dover to Calais.
The packet-boat, however, is still preferable.

B. Franklin.
 



CCCXXXV. TO JOHN WINTHROP

 
London, 2 July, 1768.
Dear Sir:—
You must needs think the time long that your instruments

have been in hand. Sundry  circumstances have occasioned
the delay. Mr. Short, who undertook to make the telescope,
was long in a bad state of health, and much in the country
for the benefit of the air. He however at length finished the
material parts that required his own hand, and waited only
for something about the mounting that was to have been
done by another workman, when he was removed by death.
I have put in my claim to the instrument, and shall obtain it
from the executors as soon as his affairs can be settled. It is
now become much more valuable than it would have been if
he had lived, as he excelled all others in that branch. The
price agreed for was one hundred pounds.

The equal altitudes and transit instrument was
undertaken by Mr. Bird, who doing all his work with his
own hands for the sake of greater truth and exactness, one
must have patience that expects any thing from him. He is
so singularly eminent in his way, that the commissioners of
longitude have lately given him five hundred pounds merely
to discover and make public his method of dividing
instruments. I send it you herewith. But what has made him
longer in producing your instrument is the great and hasty
demand on him from France and Russia, and our Society
here, for instruments to go to different parts of the world
for observing the next transit of Venus; some to be used in
Siberia, some for the observers that go to the South Seas,
some for those that go to Hudson’s Bay. These are now all
completed and mostly gone, it being necessary, on account
of the distance, that they should go this year to be
ready    on the spot in time. And now he tells me he can



finish yours, and that I shall have it next week. Possibly he
may keep his word. But we are not to wonder if he does
not.

Mr. Martin, when I called to see his panopticon, had not
one ready; but was to let me know when he should have
one to show me. I have not since heard from him, but will
call again.

Mr. Maskelyne wishes much that some of the
governments in North America would send an astronomer
to Lake Superior to observe this transit. I know no one of
them likely to have a spirit for such an undertaking, unless
it be the Massachusetts, or that have a person and
instruments suitable. He presents you one of his
pamphlets, which I now send you, together with two letters
from him to me relating to that observation. If your health
and strength were sufficient for such an expedition, I
should be glad to hear you had taken it. Possibly you may
have an élève that is capable. The fitting you out to observe
the former transit, was a public act for the benefit of
science, that did your province great honor.

We expect soon a new volume of the  Transactions,  in
which your piece will be printed. I have not yet got the
separate ones which I ordered.

It is perhaps not so extraordinary that unlearned men,
such as commonly compose our church vestries, should not
yet be acquainted with, and sensible of the benefits of
metal conductors in averting the stroke of lightning, and
preserving our houses from its violent effects, or that they
should be still prejudiced against the use of such
conductors, when we  see how long even philosophers, men
of extensive science and great ingenuity, can hold out
against the evidence of new knowledge that does not
square with their preconceptions Ref. 003; and how long men
can retain a practice that is conformable to their
prejudices, and expect a benefit from such practice though



constant experience shows its inutility. A late piece of the
Abbé Nollet, printed last year in the Memoirs of the French
Academy of Sciences, affords strong instances of this; for,
though the very relations he gives of the effects of lightning
in several churches and other buildings show clearly that it
was conducted from one part to another by wires, gildings,
and other pieces of metal that were  within  or connected
with the building, yet in the same paper he objects to the
providing metalline conductors  without  the building, as
useless or dangerous. Ref. 004  He cautions people not
to    ring the church bells during a thunder-storm, lest the
lightning, in its way to the earth, should be conducted
down to them by the bell-ropes, Ref. 005 which are but bad
conductors, and yet is against fixing metal rods on the
outside of the steeple, which are known to be much better
conductors, and which it would certainly choose to pass in,
rather than in dry hemp. And, though for a thousand years
past bells have been solemnly consecrated by the Romish
Church, Ref. 006  in expectation that the sound of such
blessed bells would drive away the storms, and secure our
buildings from the stroke of lightning; and during so long a
period,    it has not been found by experience that places
within the reach of such blessed sound are safer than
others where it is never heard; but that, on the contrary,
the lightning seems to strike steeples of choice, and that at
the very time the bells are ringing Ref. 007; yet still they
continue to bless the new bells, and jangle the old ones
whenever it thunders. One would think it was now time to
try some other trick; and ours is recommended (whatever
this able philosopher may have been told to the contrary)
by more than twelve years’ experience, wherein, among the
great number of houses furnished with iron rods in North
America, not one so guarded has been materially hurt with
lightning, and several have evidently been preserved by
their means; while a number of houses, churches, barns,



ships, &c., in different places, unprovided with rods, have
been struck and greatly damaged, demolished, or burnt.
Probably the vestries of our English churches are not
generally well acquainted with these facts; otherwise, since
as good Protestants they have no faith in the blessing of
bells, they would be less excusable in not providing this
other security for their respective churches, and for the
good people that may happen to be assembled in them
during a tempest, especially as those buildings from their
greater height, are more exposed to the stroke of lightning
than our common dwellings.

I have nothing new in the philosophical way to
communicate to you, except what follows. When I  was last
year in Germany, I met with a singular kind of glass, being
a tube about eight inches long, half an inch in diameter,
with a hollow ball of near an inch diameter at one end, and
one of an inch and a half at the other, hermetically sealed,
and half filled with water. If one end is held in the hand,
and the other a little elevated above the level, a constant
succession of large bubbles proceeds from the end in the
hand to the other end, making an appearance that puzzled
me much, till I found that the space not filled with water
was also free from air, and either filled with a subtile,
invisible vapor continually rising from the water, and
extremely rarefiable by the least heat at one end, and
condensable again by the least coolness at the other; or it
is the very fluid of fire itself, which parting from the hand
pervades the glass, and by its expansive force depresses
the water till it can pass between it and the glass, and
escape to the other end, where it gets through the glass
again into the air. I am rather inclined to the first opinion,
but doubtful between the two.

An ingenious artist here, Mr. Nairne, mathematical
instrument-maker, has made a number of them from mine,
and improved them; for his are much more sensible than
those I brought from Germany. I bored a very small hole



through the wainscot in the seat of my window, through
which a little cold air constantly entered, while the air in
the room was kept warmer by fires daily made in it, being
winter time. I  placed one of his glasses, with the elevated
end against this hole; and the bubbles from the other end,
which was in a warmer situation, were continually passing
day and night, to the no small surprise of even
philosophical spectators. Each bubble discharged is larger
than that from which it proceeds, and yet that is not
diminished; and by adding itself to the bubble at the other
end, the bubble is not increased, which seems very
paradoxical.

When the balls at each end are made large, and the
connecting tube very small, and bent at right angles, so
that the balls, instead of being at the ends, are brought on
the side of the tube, and the tube is held so that the balls
are above it, the water will be depressed in that which is
held in the hand, and rise in the other as a jet or fountain;
when it is all in the other, it begins to boil, as it were, by
the vapor passing up through it; and the instant it begins to
boil, a sudden coldness is felt in the ball held; a curious
experiment this, first observed and shown by Mr. Nairne.
There is something in it similar to the old observation, I
think mentioned by Aristotle, that the bottom of a boiling
pot is not warm; and perhaps it may help to explain the
fact; if indeed it be a fact.

When the water stands at an equal height in both these
balls, and all at rest, if you wet one of the balls by means of
a feather dipped in spirit, though that spirit is of the same
temperament as to heat and cold with the water in the
glasses, yet the cold occasioned by the evaporation of the
spirit from the wetted ball will so condense the vapor over
the water contained in that ball, as that the water of the
other ball will be    pressed up into it, followed by a
succession of bubbles, till the spirit is all dried away.
Perhaps the observations on these little instruments may



suggest and be applied to some beneficial uses. It has been
thought, that water reduced to vapor by heat was rarefied
only fourteen thousand times, and on this principle our
engines for raising water by fire are said to be constructed;
but, if the vapor so much rarefied from water is capable of
being itself still farther rarefied to a boundless degree, by
the application of heat to the vessels or parts of vessels
containing the vapor (as at first it is applied to those
containing the water), perhaps a much greater power may
be obtained, with little additional expense. Possibly, too, the
power of easily moving water from one end to the other of
a movable beam (suspended in the middle like a scale-
beam) by a small degree of heat, may be applied
advantageously to some other mechanical purposes.

The magic square and circle, I am told, have occasioned a
good deal of puzzling among the mathematicians here; but
no one has desired me to show him my method of disposing
the numbers. It seems they wish rather to investigate it
themselves. When I have the pleasure of seeing you, I will
communicate it.

With singular esteem and respect, I am, dear Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,
B. Franklin.
 

CCCXXXVI: PETITION OF THE LETTER Z

 
From The Tatler, No. 1778.
To the Worshipful Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire, Censor-

General.
The petition of the letter Z, commonly called  Ezzard,

Zed, or Izard, most humbly showeth:
That your petitioner is of as high extraction, and has as

good an estate, as any other letter of the Alphabet;



That there is therefore no reason why he should be
treated as he is, with disrespect and indignity;

That he is not only actually placed at the tail of the
Alphabet, when he had as much right as any other to be at
the head; but it is by the injustice of his enemies totally
excluded from the word WISE; and his place injuriously
filled by a little hissing, crooked, serpentine, venomous
letter, called S, when it must be evident to your worship,
and to all the world, that W, I, S, E, do not
spell Wize, but Wise.

Your petitioner therefore prays, that the Alphabet may by
your censorial authority be reversed; and that in
consideration of his long-suffering and patience he may be
placed at the head of it; that S may be turned out of the
word Wise, and the petitioner employed instead of him.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray,
&c., &c.

Mr. Bickerstaff, having examined the allegations of the
above petition, judges and determines that Z
be    admonished to be content with his station, forbear
reflections upon his brother letters, and remember his own
small usefulness, and the little occasion there is for him in
the Republic of Letters since S, whom he so despises, can
so well serve instead of him.

 

CCCXXXVII. TO WILLIAM FRANKLIN

 
London, 2 July, 1768.
Dear Son:—
Since my last I have received yours of May 10th, dated at

Amboy, which I shall answer particularly by next week’s
packet. I purpose now to take notice of that part wherein
you say it was reported at Philadelphia I was to be



appointed to a certain office here, which my friends all
wished, but you did not believe it for the reasons I had
mentioned. Instead of my being appointed to a new office,
there has been a motion made to deprive me of that I now
hold, Ref. 008 and, I believe, for the same reason, though that
was not the reason given out, viz., my being too much of an
American; but, as it came from Lord Sandwich, our new
postmaster-general, who is of the Bedford party, and a
friend of Mr. Grenville, I have no doubt that the reason he
gave out, viz., my non-residence, was only the pretence,
and that the other was the true reason; especially as it is
the practice in many other instances to allow the non-
residence of American officers, who spend their    salaries
here, provided care is taken that the business be done by
deputy or otherwise.

The first notice I had of this was from my fast friend, Mr.
Cooper, secretary of the treasury. He desired me, by a little
note, to call upon him there, which I did, when he told me
that the Duke of Grafton had mentioned to him some
discourse of Lord Sandwich’s, as if the office suffered by
my absence, and that it would be fit to appoint another, as I
seemed constantly to reside in England; that Mr. Todd,
secretary of the post-office, had also been with the Duke,
talking to the same purpose, &c.; that the Duke wished him
(Mr. Cooper) to mention this to me, and to say to me, at the
same time, that, though my going to my post might remove
the objection, yet, if I choose rather to reside in England,
my merit was such in his opinion as to entitle me to
something better here, and it should not be his fault if I
was not well provided for. I told Mr. Cooper that, without
having heard any exception had been taken to my
residence here, I was really preparing to return home, and
expected to be gone in a few weeks; that, however, I was
extremely sensible of the Duke’s goodness in giving me this
intimation, and very thankful for his favorable disposition



towards me; that, having lived long in England, and
contracted a friendship and affection for many persons
here, it could not but be agreeable to me to remain among
them some time longer, if not for the rest of my life; and
that there was no nobleman to whom I could, from sincere
respect for his great abilities and amiable qualities, so
cordially attach myself, or to whom I  should so willingly be
obliged for the provision he mentioned, as to the Duke of
Grafton, if his Grace should think I could, in any station
where he might place me, be serviceable to him and to the
public.

Mr. Cooper said he was very glad to hear I was still
willing to remain in England, as it agreed so perfectly with
his inclinations to keep me here; wished me to leave my
name at the Duke of Grafton’s as soon as possible, and to
be at the treasury again the next board day. I accordingly
called at the Duke’s and left my card; and when I went next
to the treasury, his Grace not being there, Mr. Cooper
carried me to Lord North, chancellor of the exchequer, who
said very obligingly, after talking of some American affairs,
“I am told by Mr. Cooper that you are not unwilling to stay
with us. I hope we shall find some way of making it worth
your while.” I thanked his Lordship, and said I should stay
with pleasure, if I could any ways be useful to government.
He made me a compliment and I took my leave, Mr. Cooper
carrying me away with him to his country-house at
Richmond to dine and stay all night.

He then told me that Mr. Todd had been again at the
Duke of Grafton’s, and that upon his (Mr. Cooper’s)
speaking in my behalf, Mr. Todd had changed his style, and
said I had, to be sure, a great deal of merit with the office,
having by my good management regulated the posts in
America so as greatly to increase the revenue; that he had
had great satisfaction in corresponding with me while I was
there, and he believed they never had a better officer, &c.
The Thursday following, being the birthday,  I met with Mr.



Todd at court. He was very civil, took me with him in his
coach to the King’s Arms in the city, where I had been
invited to dine by Mr. Trevor, with the gentlemen of the
post-office; we had a good deal of chat after dinner
between us two, in which he told me Lord Sandwich (who
was very sharp) had taken notice of my stay in England,
and said, “If  one  could do the business why should there
be  two?” On my telling Mr. Todd that I was going home
(which I still say to everybody, not knowing but that what is
intimated above may fail of taking effect), he looked blank,
and seemed disconcerted a little, which makes me think
some friend of his was to have been vested with my place;
but this is surmise only. We parted very good friends.

That day I received another note from Mr. Cooper,
directing me to be at the Duke of Grafton’s next morning,
whose porter had orders to let me in. I went accordingly,
and was immediately admitted. But his Grace being then
engaged in some unexpected business, with much
condescension and politeness made that apology for his not
discoursing with me then, but wished me to be at the
treasury at twelve the next Tuesday. I went accordingly,
when Mr. Cooper told me something had called the Duke
into the country, and the board was put off, which was not
known till it was too late to send me word; but was glad I
was come, as he might then fix another day for me to go
again with him into the country. The day fixed was
Thursday. I returned yesterday; should have stayed till
Monday, but for writing by    these vessels. He assures me
the Duke has it at heart to do something handsome for me.
Sir John Pringle, who is anxious for my stay, says Mr.
Cooper is the honestest man of a courtier that he ever
knew, and he is persuaded they are in earnest to keep me.

The piece I wrote against smuggling, in the Chronicle of
November last, and one in April, on the Laboring Poor,
which you will find in the  Gentleman’s Magazine  for that
month, have been lately shown by Mr. Cooper to the



chancellor of the exchequer, and to the Duke, who have
expressed themselves much pleased with them. I am to be
again at the treasury on Tuesday next, by appointment of
Mr. Cooper. Thus particular I have been, that you may
judge of this affair.

For my own thoughts, I must tell you that, though I did
not think fit to decline any favor so great a man expressed
an inclination to do me, because at court if one shows an
unwillingness to be obliged it is often construed as a mark
of mental hostility, and one makes an enemy, yet, so great is
my inclination to be at home and at rest, that I shall not be
sorry if this business falls through, and I am suffered to
retire with my old post; nor indeed very sorry if they take
that from me, too, on account of my zeal for America, in
which some of my friends have hinted to me that I have
been too open. I shall soon be able, I hope, by the next
packet to give you farther light. In the meantime, as no one
but Sir John knows of the treaty, I talk daily of going in the
August packet at farthest. And when the late Georgia
appointment of me to be their agent is mentioned,  as what
may detain me, I say, I have yet received no letters from
that Assembly acquainting me what their business may be;
that I shall probably hear from them before that packet
sails; that if it is extraordinary and of such a nature as to
make my stay another winter necessary, I may possibly
stay, because there would not be time for them to choose
another; but if it is common business, I shall leave it with
Mr. Jackson and proceed.

I do not, by the way, know how that appointment came
about, having no acquaintance that I can recollect in that
country. It has been mentioned in the papers some time;
but I have only just now received a letter from Governor
Wright, informing me that he had that day given his assent
to it, and expressing his desire to correspond with me on all
occasions, saying the Committee, as soon as they could get



their papers ready, would write to me and acquaint me with
their business. Ref. 009

We have lost Lord Clare from the Board of Trade. He took
me home from court the Sunday before his removal, that I
might dine with him, as he said, alone, and talk over
American affairs. He seemed as attentive to them as if he
was to continue ever so long. He gave me a great deal of
flummery, saying that, though at my Examination I
answered some of his questions a little pertly, yet he liked
me from that  day for the spirit I showed in defence of my
country; and at parting, after we had drunk a bottle and a
half of claret each, he hugged and kissed me, protesting he
never in his life met with a man he was so much in love
with. This I write for your amusement. You see by the
nature of this whole letter that it is to yourself only. It may
serve to prepare your mind for any event that shall happen.

If Mr. Grenville comes into power again, in any
department respecting America, I must refuse to accept of
any thing that may seem to put me in his power, because I
apprehend a breach between the two countries; and that
refusal might give offence. So that, you see, a turn of a die
may make a great difference in our affairs. We may be
either promoted or discarded; one or the other seems likely
soon to be the case, but it is hard to divine which. I am
myself grown so old as to feel much less than formerly the
spur of ambition; and if it were not for the flattering
expectation, that by being fixed here I might more
effectually serve my country, I should certainly determine
for retirement without a moment’s hesitation. I am, as ever,
your affectionate father,

B. Franklin.
 

CCCXXXVIII. TO JOSEPH GALLOWAY



 
London, 2 July, 1768.
Dear Sir:—
Since my last nothing material has occurred here relating

to American affairs, except the  removal of Lord Clare from
the head of the Board of Trade to the treasury of Ireland,
and the return of Lord Hillsborough to the Board of Trade
as first commissioner, retaining the title and powers of
secretary of state for the colonies. This change was very
sudden and unexpected. My Lord Clare took me home from
court to dine with him but two days before, saying he
should be without other company and wanted to talk with
me on sundry American businesses. We had accordingly a
good deal of conversation on our affairs, in which he
seemed to interest himself with all the attention that could
be supposed in a minister who expected to continue in the
management of them. This was on Sunday, and on the
Tuesday following he was removed. Whether my Lord
Hillsborough’s administration will be more stable than
others have been for a long time, is quite uncertain; but as
his inclinations are rather favorable towards us (so far as
he thinks consistent with what he supposes the
unquestionable rights of Britain), I cannot but wish it may
continue, especially as these perpetual mutations prevent
the progress of all business.

But another change is now talked of that gives me great
uneasiness. Several of the Bedford party being now got in,
it has been for some time apprehended that they would
sooner or later draw their friend Mr. Grenville in after
them. It is now said he is to be secretary of state, in the
room of Lord Shelburne. If this should take place, or if in
any other shape he comes again into power, I fear his
sentiments of the Americans, and theirs of him, will
occasion    such clashings as may be attended with fatal
consequences. The last accounts from your part of the
world, of the combinations relating to commerce with this



country, and resolutions concerning the duties here laid
upon it, occasion much serious reflection; and it is thought
the points in dispute between the two countries will not fail
to come under the consideration of Parliament early in next
session. Our friends wonder that I persist in my intention of
returning this summer, alleging that I might be of much
more service to my country here than I can be there, and
wishing me by all means to stay the ensuing winter, as the
presence of persons well acquainted with America, and of
ability to represent these affairs in a proper light, will then
be highly necessary. My private concerns, however, so
much require my presence at home, that I have not yet
suffered myself to be persuaded by their partial opinion of
me.

The tumults and disorders, that prevailed here lately,
have now pretty well subsided. Wilkes’ outlawry is
reversed, but he is sentenced to twenty-two months
imprisonment, and  one thousand pounds  fine, which his
friends, who feared he would be pilloried, seem rather
satisfied with. The importation of corn, a pretty good hay
harvest, now near over, and the prospect of plenty from a
fine crop of wheat, make the poor more patient, in hopes of
an abatement in the price of provisions; so that, unless
want of employment by the failure of American orders
should distress them, they are like to be tolerably quiet.

I purpose writing to you again by the packet that goes
next Saturday, and therefore now only add that  I am, with
sincere esteem, dear Sir, your most obedient and most
humble servant,

B. Franklin.
 

CCCXXXIX. TO M. DUBOURG. Ref. 010

 



London, 28 July, 1768.
I greatly approve the epithet which you give, in your

letter of the 8th of June, to the new method of treating the
small-pox, which you call the tonic or bracing method; I will
take occasion from it to mention a practice to which I have
accustomed myself. You know the cold bath has long been
in vogue here as a tonic; but the shock of the cold water
has always appeared to me, generally speaking, as too
violent, and I have found it much more agreeable to my
constitution to bathe in another element, I mean cold air.
With this view I rise almost every morning and sit in my
chamber without any clothes whatever, half an hour or an
hour, according to the season, either reading or writing.
This practice is not in the least painful, but, on the
contrary, agreeable; and, if I return to bed afterwards,
before I dress myself, as sometimes happens, I make a
supplement to my night’s rest of one or two hours of the
most pleasing sleep that can be imagined. I find no ill
consequences whatever resulting from it, and that at least
it does not injure my health, if it does not in fact contribute
much to its perservation. I shall therefore call it for the
future a bracing or tonic bath.

B. Franklin.
 

CCCXL. TO DUPONT DE NEMOURS Ref. 011

 
London, 28 July, 1768.
I received your obliging letter of the 10th May, with the

most acceptable present of your Physiocratie, which I have
read with great pleasure, and received from it a great deal
of instruction. There is such a freedom from local and
national prejudices and partialities, so much benevolence
to mankind in general, so much goodness mixt with the



wisdom, in the principles of your new philosophy, that I am
perfectly charmed with them, and wish I could have stayed
in    France for some time, to have studied in your school,
that I might by conversing with its founders have made
myself quite a master of that philosophy. . . . I had, before I
went into your country, seen some letters of yours to Dr.
Templeman, that gave me a high opinion of the doctrines
you are engaged in cultivating and of your personal talents
and abilities, which made me greatly desirous of seeing
you. Since I had not that good fortune, the next best thing
is the advantage you are so good to offer me of your
correspondence, which I shall ever highly value, and
endeavor to cultivate with all the diligence I am capable of.

I am sorry to find that that wisdom which sees the
welfare of the parts in the prosperity of the whole, seems
yet not to be known in this country. . . . . We are so far from
conceiving that what is best for mankind, or even for
Europe in general, may be best for us, that we are even
studying to establish and extend a separate interest of
Britain, to the prejudice of even Ireland and our own
colonies. . . . It is from your philosophy only that the
maxims of a contrary and more happy conduct are to be
drawn, which I therefore sincerely wish may grow and
increase till it becomes the governing philosophy of the
human species, as it must be that of superior beings in
better worlds. I take the liberty of sending you a little
fragment that has some tincture of it, which, on that
account, I hope may be acceptable.

Be so good as to present my sincere respect to that
venerable apostle, Dr. Quesnay, and to the illustrious Ami
des Hommes (of whose civilities to me at Paris I    retain a
grateful remembrance), and believe me to be, with real and
very great esteem, Sir,

Your obliged and most obedient humble servant,
B. Franklin.
 



CCCXLI. TO JOHN ALLEYNE, ESQ.

 
Craven Street,9 August, 1768.
Dear Jack:—
You desire, you say, my impartial thoughts on the subject

of an early marriage, by way of answer to the numberless
objections that have been made by numerous persons to
your own. You may remember, when you consulted me on
the occasion, that I thought youth on both sides to be no
objection. Indeed, from the marriages that have fallen
under my observation, I am rather inclined to think that
early ones stand the best chance of happiness. The temper
and habits of the young are not yet become so stiff and
uncomplying as when more advanced in life; they form
more easily to each other, and hence many occasions of
disgust are removed. And if youth has less of that prudence
which is necessary to manage a family, yet the parents and
elder friends of young married persons are generally at
hand to afford their advice, which amply supplies that
defect; and by early marriage youth is sooner formed to
regular and useful life; and possibly some of those
accidents or connexions that might have injured the
constitution, or reputation, or both, are thereby happily
prevented.

Particular circumstances of particular persons
may  possibly sometimes make it prudent to delay entering
into that state; but in general, when nature has rendered
our bodies fit for it, the presumption is in nature’s favor,
that she has not judged amiss in making us desire it. Late
marriages are often attended, too, with this further
inconvenience, that there is not the same chance that the
parents shall live to see their offspring educated. “Late
children,” says the Spanish proverb, “are early orphans.” A
melancholy reflection to those whose case it may be! With



us in America, marriages are generally in the morning of
life; our children are therefore educated and settled in the
world by noon; and thus, our business being done, we have
an afternoon and evening of cheerful leisure to ourselves;
such as our friend at present enjoys. By these early
marriages we are blessed with more children; and from the
mode among us, founded by nature, every mother suckling
and nursing her own child, more of them are raised.
Thence the swift progress of population among us,
unparalleled in Europe.

In fine, I am glad you are married, and congratulate you
most cordially upon it. You are now in the way of becoming
a useful citizen; and you have escaped the unnatural state
of celibacy for life, the fate of many here, who never
intended it, but who, having too long postponed the change
of their condition, find at length that it is too late to think of
it, and so live all their lives in a situation that greatly
lessens a man’s value. An odd volume of a set of books
bears not the value of its proportion to the set. What think
you of the odd half of a pair of scissors? It  cannot well cut
any thing; it may possibly serve to scrape a trencher.

Pray make my compliments and best wishes acceptable to
your bride. I am old and heavy, or I should ere this have
presented them in person. I shall make but small use of the
old man’s privilege, that of giving advice to younger
friends. Treat your wife always with respect; it will procure
respect to you, not only from her, but from all that observe
it. Never use a slighting expression to her, even in jest, for
slights in jest, after frequent bandyings, are apt to end in
angry earnest. Be studious in your profession, and you will
be learned. Be industrious and frugal, and you will be rich.
Be sober and temperate, and you will be healthy. Be in
general virtuous, and you will be happy. At least you will, by
such conduct, stand the best chance for such
consequences. I pray God to bless you both; being ever
your affectionate friend,



B. Franklin.
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CCCXLIII. TO MRS. DEBORAH FRANKLIN

 
London, 5 October, 1768.
My Dear Child:—
It feels very strange to have ships and packets come in,

and no letters from you. But I do not complain of it,
because I know the reason is, my having written to you that
I was coming home. That you may not have the same
disagreeable sensation, I write this line, though I have
written largely by the late ship, and therefore have little
left to say. I have lately been in the country to spend a few
days at friends’ houses, and to breathe a little fresh air. I
have made no very long journey this summer as usual,
finding myself in very good health, a greater share of which
I believe few enjoy at my time of life; but we are not to
expect it will be always sunshine. Cousin Folger, who is just
arrived from Boston, tells me he saw our son and daughter
Bache at that place, and that they were going farther, being



very well, which I was glad to hear. My love to them and all
friends, from your ever affectionate husband.

B. Franklin.
 

CCCXLIV. FROM JOSEPH GALLOWAY TO B.
FRANKLIN

 
Philadelphia, 17 October, 1768.
Dear Sir:—
I have for some time omitted to write to you, from an

apprehension that my letters might not meet you in
England. But finding by your favor of August 13th, now
before me, that you have altered your intention of seeing
America this fall, I again resume my pen.

The new Assembly of this province, chiefly composed of
the old members, adjourned on Saturday last to the 2d of
January. They have again appointed yourself and Mr.
Jackson their agents, to whom I enclose a letter from the
Committee of Correspondence. You will perceive by it that
they have a sixth time renewed the instructions relating to
a change of government, every member now approving of
the measure, save the Chief-Justice. So that you are not to
judge of the desire of the House to have the measure
accomplished by the brevity of the letter, which was
occasioned by the shortness of their sitting, and the fulness
of the instructions of former Houses, which rendered much
on the subject unnecessary.

I am much obliged by the particular account of the
situation in which this matter stands. No part of it, which
you wish to be concealed, shall transpire. You really judge
right; should the petitions be rejected or neglected, the
crown will never have the like request made by the people,
nor such another opportunity of resuming one of the most



beneficial governments in  America. Their own welfare will
oblige them to court the proprietary favor; and, should they
continue to gratify the people, by the lenient measures
adopted during the last year, they will place all their
confidence in them, and lose all ideas of loyalty or affection
to the person, where alone they ought to be fixed. The
revenues of our Proprietaries are immense; not much short,
at this time, of one hundred thousand pounds per annum.
And, had they as much policy as money, they might easily
find means with their vast treasure so to endear themselves
to the people, as to prevail on them to forget all duty and
affection to others. As to the peoples paying, it never can
be done, nor is it just they should; nor would they ever
agree to establish fixed salaries on governors, for the
reasons you have mentioned.

It is truly discouraging to a people, who wish well to the
mother country, and by their dutiful behaviour during these
times of American confusion have recommended
themselves to the crown, to have an application so
honorable and beneficial to the latter so much neglected.
Would the ministry coolly attend to the matter, it would
certainly be otherwise. However, I am convinced, should
the people once despair of the change, either the greatest
confusion, or the consequence you have pointed out, will
assuredly ensue.

Two regiments, commanded by Colonel Dalrymple, are
arrived at Boston, and we learn the town is providing
quarters for them; so that I hope the mischiefs, which some
have thought would attend that measure, will not follow.
Great pains have been    taken in this city by some hot-
headed, indiscreet men, to raise a spirit of violence against
the late act of Parliament; but the design was crushed in its
beginning by our friends so effectually, that I think we shall
not soon have it renewed.

Your continuance in London this winter gives the
Assembly much satisfaction, as there is a great probability



that American affairs will come before the present
Parliament, and they have the fullest confidence in you. My
good friend, Governor Franklin, is now at Fort Stanwix with
Sir William Johnson, where a treaty is holding respecting a
general boundary. I have had a letter from him since his
arrival there, and he is well. I write in much hurry, which
will apologize for incorrectness. Believe me, my dear
friend, with the most perfect esteem, &c.,

 

CCCXLV. TO MISS MARY STEVENSON

 
London, October, 1768.
I see very clearly the unhappiness of your situation, and

that it does not arise from any fault in you. I pity you most
sincerely. I should not, however, have thought of giving you
advice on this occasion, if you had not requested it,
believing, as I do, that your own good sense is more than
sufficient to direct you in every point of duty to others and
yourself. If, then, I should advise you to any thing that
may  be contrary to your own opinion, do not imagine that I
shall condemn you if you do not follow such advice. I shall
only think that, from a better acquaintance with
circumstances, you form a better judgment of what is fit for
you to do.

Now, I conceive with you, that ——, both from her
affection to you, and from the long habit of having you with
her, would really be miserable without you. Her temper,
perhaps, was never of the best; and, when that is the case,
age seldom mends it. Much of her unhappiness must arise
from thence; and since wrong turns of mind, when
confirmed by time, are almost as little in our power to cure
as those of the body, I think with you that her case is a
compassionable one.



If she had, through her own imprudence, brought on
herself any grievous sickness, I know you would think it
your duty to attend and nurse her with filial tenderness,
even were your own health to be endangered by it. Your
apprehension, therefore, is right, that it may be your duty
to live with her, though inconsistent with your happiness
and your interest; but this can only mean present interest
and present happiness; for I think your future, greater, and
more lasting interest and happiness will arise from the
reflection that you have done your duty, and from the high
rank you will ever hold in the esteem of all that know you,
for having persevered in doing that duty under so many
and great discouragements.

My advice, then, must be, that you return to her as soon
as the time proposed for your visit is expired; and that you
continue, by every means in your power,    to make the
remainder of her days as comfortable to her as possible.
Invent amusements for her; be pleased when she accepts of
them, and patient when she perhaps peevishly rejects
them. I know this is hard, but I think you are equal to it; not
from any servility of temper, but from abundant goodness.
In the meantime, all your friends, sensible of your present
uncomfortable situation, should endeavour to ease your
burden, by acting in concert with you, and to give her as
many opportunities as possible of enjoying the pleasures of
society, for your sake.

Nothing is more apt to sour the temper of aged people,
than the apprehension that they are neglected; and they
are extremely apt to entertain such suspicions. It was
therefore that I proposed asking her to be of our late party;
but, your mother disliking it, the motion was dropped, as
some others have been, by my too great easiness, contrary
to my judgment. Not but that I was sensible her being with
us might have lessened our pleasure, but I hoped it might
have prevented you some pain.


