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PRIMITIVE MAN.

Table of Contents

INTRODUCTION.

ForTy years have scarcely elapsed since scientific men
first began to attribute to the human race an antiquity more
remote than that which is assigned to them by history and
tradition. Down to a comparatively recent time, the
appearance of primitive man was not dated back beyond a
period of 6000 to 7000 years. This historical chronology was
a little unsettled by the researches made among various
eastern nations—the Chinese, the Egyptians, and the
Indians. The savants who studied these ancient systems of
civilisation found themselves unable to limit them to the
6000 years of the standard chronology, and extended back
for some thousands of years the antiquity of the eastern
races.

This idea, however, never made its way beyond the
narrow circle of oriental scholars, and did nothing towards
any alteration in the general opinion, which allowed only
6000 years since the creation of the human species.

This opinion was confirmed, and, to some extent,
rendered sacred by an erroneous interpretation of Holy Writ.
It was thought that the Old Testament stated that man was
created 6000 years ago. Now, the fact is, nothing of the kind
can be found in the Book of Genesis. It is only the
commentators and the compilers of chronological systems
who have put forward this date as that of the first



appearance of the human race. M. Edouard Lartet, who was
called, in 1869, to the chair of paleeontology in the Museum
of Natural History of Paris, reminds us, in the following
passage taken from one of his elegant dissertations, that it
is the chronologists alone who have propounded this idea,
and that they have, in this respect, very wrongly interpreted
the statements of the Bible:

"In Genesis," says M. Lartet, "no date can be found which
sets a limit to the time at which primitive mankind may
have made its first appearance. Chronologists, however, for
fifteen centuries have been endeavouring to make Biblical
facts fall in with the preconcerted arrangements of their
systems. Thus, we find that more than 140 opinions have
been brought forward as to the date of the creation alone,
and that, between the varying extremes, there is a
difference of 3194 years—a difference which only applies to
the period between the commencement of the world and
the birth of Jesus Christ. This disagreement turns chiefly on
those portions of the interval which are in closest proximity
to the creation.

"From the moment when it becomes a recognised fact
that the origin of mankind is a question independent of all
subordination to dogma, this question will assume its proper
position as a scientific thesis, and will be accessible to any
kind of discussion, and capable, in every point of view, of
receiving the solution which best harmonises with the
known facts and experimental demonstrations."” [1]

Thus, we must not assume that the authority of Holy Writ
is in any way questioned by those labours which aim at



seeking the real epoch of man's first appearance on the
earth.

In corroboration of M. Lartet's statement, we must call to
mind that the Catholic church, which has raised to the rank
of dogma so many unimportant facts, has never desired to
treat in this way the idea that man was created only 6000
years ago.

There is, therefore, no need for surprise when we learn
that certain members of the Catholic clergy have devoted
themselves with energy to the study of pre-historic man.
Mgr. Meignan, Bishop of Chalons-sur-Marne, is one of the
best-informed men in France as respects this new science;
he cultivates it with the utmost zeal, and his personal
researches have added much to the sum of our knowledge
of this question. Under the title of 'Le Monde et I'Homme
Primitif selon la Bible,'[2] the learned Bishop of Chalons-sur-
Marne published, in 1869, a voluminous work, in which,
taking up the subjects discussed by Marcel de Serres in his
"Cosmogonie de Moise, comparée aux Faits Géologiques,"
[3] and enlarging upon the facts which science has recently
acquired as to the subject of primitive man, he seeks to
establish the coincidence of all these data with the records
of Revelation.

M. I'Abbé Lambert has recently published a work on
'‘L'Homme Primitif et la Bible,'[4] in which he proves that the
discoveries of modern science concerning the antiquity of
man are in no way opposed to the records of Revelation in
the Book of Moses.

Lastly, it is a member of the clerical body, M. I'Abbé
Bourgeois, who, more a royalist than the king—that is, more



advanced in his views than most contemporary geologists—
is in favour of tracing back to the tertiary epoch the earliest
date of the existence of man. We shall have to impugn this
somewhat exaggerated opinion, which, indeed, we only
quote here for the sake of proving that the theological
scruples which so long arrested the progress of inquiry with
regard to primitive man, have now disappeared, in
consequence of the perfect independence of this question in
relation to catholic dogma being evidently shown.

Thanks to the mutual support which has been afforded
by the three sister-sciences—geology, palaeontology, and
archaeology,—thanks to the happy combinations which
these sciences have presented to the efforts of men
animated with an ardent zeal for the investigation of the
truth;—and thanks, lastly, to the unbounded interest which
attaches to this subject, the result has been that the limits
which had been so long attributed to the existence of the
human species have been extraordinarily extended, and the
date of the first appearance of man has been carried back
to the night of the darkest ages. The mind, it may well be
said, recoils dismayed when it undertakes the computation
of the thousands of years which have elapsed since the
creation of man.

But, it will naturally be asked, on what grounds do you
base this assertion? What evidence do you bring forward,
and what are the elements of your proof?

In the following paragraphs we give some of the principal
means of examination and study which have directed the
efforts of savants in this class of investigation, and have



