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Preface.
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When honored with a special meeting of welcome by the
Royal Geographical Society a few days after my arrival in
London in December last, Sir Roderick Murchison, the
President, invited me to give the world a narrative of my
travels; and at a similar meeting of the Directors of the
London Missionary Society | publicly stated my intention of
sending a book to the press, instead of making many of
those public appearances which were urged upon me. The
preparation of this narrative* has taken much longer time

than, from my inexperience in authorship, | had anticipated.
* Several attempts having been made to impose upon the
public,

as mine, spurious narratives of my travels, | beg to tender
my

thanks to the editors of the 'Times' and of the 'Athenaeum’
for aiding to expose them, and to the booksellers of London
for refusing to SUBSCRIBE for any copies.

Greater smoothness of diction and a saving of time might
have been secured by the employment of a person
accustomed to compilation; but my journals having been
kept for my own private purposes, no one else could have
made use of them, or have entered with intelligence into the
circumstances in which | was placed in Africa, far from any
European companion. Those who have never carried a book
through the press can form no idea of the amount of toil it
involves. The process has increased my respect for authors
and authoresses a thousand-fold.



| can not refrain from referring, with sentiments of
admiration and gratitude, to my friend Thomas Maclear,
Esqg., the accomplished Astronomer Royal at the Cape. |
shall never cease to remember his instructions and help
with real gratitude. The intercourse | had the privilege to
enjoy at the Observatory enabled me to form an idea of the
almost infinite variety of acquirements necessary to form a
true and great astronomer, and | was led to the conviction
that it will be long before the world becomes overstocked
with accomplished members of that profession. Let them be
always honored according to their deserts; and long may
Maclear, Herschel, Airy, and others live to make known the
wonders and glory of creation, and to aid in rendering the
pathway of the world safe to mariners, and the dark places
of the earth open to Christians!

| beg to offer my hearty thanks to my friend Sir Roderick
Murchison, and also to Dr. Norton Shaw, the secretary of the
Royal Geographical Society, for aiding my researches by
every means in their power.

His faithful majesty Don Pedro V., having kindly sent out
orders to support my late companions until my return,
relieved my mind of anxiety on their account. But for this
act of liberality, | should certainly have been compelled to
leave England in May last; and it has afforded me the
pleasure of traveling over, in imagination, every scene
again, and recalling the feelings which actuated me at the
time. | have much pleasure in acknowledging my deep
obligations to the hospitality and kindness of the Portuguese
on many occasions.



| have not entered into the early labors, trials, and
successes of the missionaries who preceded me in the
Bechuana country, because that has been done by the
much abler pen of my father-in-law, Rev. Robert Moffat, of
Kuruman, who has been an energetic and devoted actor in
the scene for upward of forty years. A slight sketch only is
given of my own attempts, and the chief part of the book is
taken up with a detail of the efforts made to open up a new
field north of the Bechuana country to the sympathies of
Christendom. The prospects there disclosed are fairer than |
anticipated, and the capabilities of the new region lead me
to hope that by the production of the raw materials of our
manufactures, African and English interests will become
more closely linked than heretofore, that both countries will
be eventually benefited, and that the cause of freedom
throughout the world will in some measure be promoted.

Dr. Hooker, of Kew, has had the kindness to name and
classify for me, as far as possible, some of the new botanical
specimens which | brought over; Dr. Andrew Smith (himself
an African traveler) has aided me in the zoology; and
Captain Need has laid open for my use his portfolio of
African sketches, for all which acts of liberality my thanks
are deservedly due, as well as to my brother, who has
rendered me willing aid as an amanuensis.

Although | can not profess to be a draughtsman, |
brought home with me a few rough diagram-sketches, from
one of which the view of the Falls of the Zambesi has been
prepared by a more experienced artist.

October, 1857.
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colored Priest—The Prince of Congo—No Priests in the
Interior of Angola.

Chapter 22. Leave Pungo Andongo—Extent of Portuguese
Power—

Meet Traders and Carriers—Red Ants; their fierce Attack;
Usefulness; Numbers—Descend the Heights of Tala
Mungongo—

Fruit-trees in the Valley of Cassange—Edible Muscle—Birds—
Cassange Village—Quinine and Cathory—Sickness of
Captain

Neves' Infant—A Diviner thrashed—Death of the Child—
Mourning—Loss of Life from the Ordeal—Wide-spread
Superstitions—The Chieftainship—Charms—Receive Copies
of

the "Times"—Trading Pombeiros—Present for Matiamvo—
Fever

after westerly Winds—Capabilities of Angola for producing
the

raw Materials of English Manufacture—Trading Parties with
Ivory—More Fever—A Hyaena's Choice—Makololo Opinion of
the

Portuguese—Cypriano's Debt—A Funeral—Dread of
disembodied

Spirits—Beautiful Morning Scenes—Crossing the Quango—
Ambakistas called "The Jews of Angola"—Fashions of the
Bashinje—Approach the Village of Sansawe—His Idea of
Dignity—The Pombeiros' Present—Long Detention—A Blow
on the

Beard—Attacked in a Forest—Sudden Conversion of a
fighting

Chief to Peace Principles by means of a Revolver—No Blood



shed in consequence—Rate of Traveling—Slave Women—
Way of

addressing Slaves—Their thievish Propensities—Feeders of
the

Congo or Zaire—Obliged to refuse Presents—Cross the
Loajima—

Appearance of People; Hair Fashions.

Chapter 23. Make a Detour southward—Peculiarities of the
Inhabitants—Scarcity of Animals—Forests—Geological
Structure of the Country—Abundance and Cheapness of
Food near

the Chihombo—A Slave lost—The Makololo Opinion of
Slaveholders—Funeral Obsequies in Cabango—Send a
Sketch of

the Country to Mr. Gabriel—Native Information respecting
the

Kasai and Quango—The Trade with Luba—Drainage of Londa
Report of Matiamvo's Country and Government—Senhor
Faria's

Present to a Chief—The Balonda Mode of spending Time—
Faithless Guide—Makololo lament the Ignorance of the
Balonda—

Eagerness of the Villagers for Trade—Civility of a Female
Chief—The Chief Bango and his People—Refuse to eat Beef
Ambition of Africans to have a Village—Winters in the
Interior—Spring at Kolobeng—White Ants: "Never could
desire

to eat any thing better"—Young Herbage and Animals—
Valley of

the Loembwe—The white Man a Hobgoblin—Specimen of
Quarreling—Eager Desire for Calico—Want of Clothing at
Kawawa's—Funeral Observances—Agreeable Intercourse
with



Kawawa—His impudent Demand—Unpleasant Parting—
Kawawa tries
to prevent our crossing the River Kasai—Stratagem.

Chapter 24. Level Plains—Vultures and other Birds—
Diversity

of Color in Flowers of the same Species—The Sundew—
Twenty-

seventh Attack of Fever—A River which flows in opposite
Directions—Lake Dilolo the Watershed between the Atlantic
and

Indian Oceans—Position of Rocks—Sir Roderick Murchison's
Explanation—Characteristics of the Rainy Season in
connection

with the Floods of the Zambesi and the Nile—Probable
Reason

of Difference in Amount of Rain South and North of the
Equator—Arab Reports of Region east of Londa—Probable
Watershed of the Zambesi and the Nile—Lake Dilolo—Reach
Katema's Town: his renewed Hospitality; desire to appear
like

a White Man; ludicrous Departure—Jackdaws—Ford southern
Branch of Lake Dilolo—Small Fish—Project for a Makololo
Village near the Confluence of the Leeba and the Leeambye
Hearty Welcome from Shinte—Kolimbota's Wound—Plant-
seeds and

Fruit-trees brought from Angola—Masiko and Limboa's
Quarrel—

Nyamoana now a Widow—Purchase Canoes and descend
the Leeba—

Herds of wild Animals on its Banks—Unsuccessful Buffalo-
hunt—Frogs—Sinbad and the Tsetse—Dispatch a Message to
Manenko—Arrival of her Husband Sambanza—The
Ceremony called

Kasendi—Unexpected Fee for performing a surgical



Operation—

Social Condition of the Tribes—Desertion of Mboenga—
Stratagem of Mambowe Hunters—Water-turtles—Charged
by a

Buffalo—Reception from the People of Libonta—Explain the
Causes of our long Delay—Pitsane's Speech—Thanksgiving
Services—Appearance of my "Braves"—Wonderful Kindness
of the

People.

Chapter 25. Colony of Birds called Linkololo—The Village of
Chitlane—Murder of Mpololo's Daughter—Execution of the
Murderer and his Wife—My Companions find that their Wives
have married other Husbands—Sunday—A Party from
Masiko—

Freedom of Speech—Canoe struck by a Hippopotamus—
Gonye—

Appearance of Trees at the end of Winter—Murky
Atmosphere—

Surprising Amount of organic Life—Hornets—The Packages
forwarded by Mr. Moffat—Makololo Suspicions and Reply to
the

Matebele who brought them—Convey the Goods to an
Island and

build a Hut over them—Ascertain that Sir R. Murchison had
recognized the true Form of African Continent—Arrival at
Linyanti—A grand Picho—Shrewd Inquiry—Sekeletu in his
Uniform—A Trading-party sent to Loanda with Ivory—Mr.
Gabriel's Kindness to them—Difficulties in Trading—Two
Makololo Forays during our Absence—Report of the Country
to

the N.E.—Death of influential Men—The Makololo desire to
be

nearer the Market—Opinions upon a Change of Residence—
Climate of Barotse Valley—Diseases—Author's Fevers not a
fair Criterion in the Matter—The Interior an inviting Field



for the Philanthropist—Consultations about a Path to the
East

Coast—Decide on descending North Bank of Zambesi—Wait
for

the Rainy Season—Native way of spending Time during the
period of greatest Heat—Favorable Opening for Missionary
Enterprise—Ben Habib wishes to marry—A Maiden's Choice
Sekeletu's Hospitality—Sulphureted Hydrogen and Malaria—
Conversations with Makololo—Their moral Character and
Conduct—Sekeletu wishes to purchase a Sugar-mill, etc.—
The

Donkeys—Influence among the Natives—"Food fit for a
Chief"—

Parting Words of Mamire—Motibe's Excuses.

Chapter 26. Departure from Linyanti—A Thunder-storm—An
Act

of genuine Kindness—Fitted out a second time by the
Makololo—

Sail down the Leeambye—Sekote's Kotla and human Skulls;
his

Grave adorned with Elephants' Tusks—Victoria Falls—Native
Names—Columns of Vapor—Gigantic Crack—Wear of the
Rocks—

Shrines of the Barimo—"The Pestle of the Gods"—Second
Visit

to the Falls—Island Garden—Store-house Island—Native
Diviners—A European Diviner—Makololo Foray—Marauder to
be

fined—Mambari—Makololo wish to stop Mambari Slave-
trading—

Part with Sekeletu—Night Traveling—River Lekone—Ancient
fresh-water Lakes—Formation of Lake Ngami—Native
Traditions—

Drainage of the Great Valley—Native Reports of the Country



to the North—Maps—Moyara's Village—Savage Customs of
the

Batoka—A Chain of Trading Stations—Remedy against Tsetse
"The Well of Joy"—First Traces of Trade with Europeans—
Knocking out the front Teeth—Facetious Explanation—
Degradation of the Batoka—Description of the Traveling
Party—

Cross the Unguesi—Geological Formation—Ruins of a large
Town—Productions of the Soil similar to those in Angola—
Abundance of Fruit.

Chapter 27. Low Hills—Black Soldier-Ants; their Cannibalism

The Plasterer and its Chloroform—White Ants; their
Usefulness—Mutokwane-smoking; its Effects—Border
Territory—

Healthy Table-lands—Geological Formation—Cicadae—Trees
Flowers—River Kalomo—Physical Conformation of Country—
Ridges, sanatoria—A wounded Buffalo assisted—Buffalo-bird
Rhinoceros-bird—Leaders of Herds—The Honey-guide—The
White

Mountain—Mozuma River—Sebituane's old Home—Hostile
Village—

Prophetic Phrensy—Food of the Elephant—Ant-hills—Friendly
Batoka—Clothing despised—Method of Salutation—Wild
Fruits—

The Captive released—Longings for Peace—Pingola's
Conquests—

The Village of Monze—Aspect of the Country—Visit from the
Chief Monze and his Wife—Central healthy Locations—
Friendly

Feelings of the People in reference to a white Resident—
Fertility of the Soil—Bashukulompo Mode of dressing their



