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Mrs Hepburn, ladies and gentlemen: Many people come
to Hartford to address meetings as advocates of some
reform. Tonight it is not to advocate a reform that I address
a meeting in Hartford. I do not come here as an advocate,
because whatever position the suffrage movement may
occupy in the United States of America, in England it has
passed beyond the realm of advocacy and it has entered
into the sphere of practical politics. It has become the
subject of revolution and civil war, and so tonight I am not
here to advocate woman suffrage. American suffragists can
do that very well for themselves.

I am here as a soldier who has temporarily left the field
of battle in order to explain - it seems strange it should have
to be explained - what civil war is like when civil war is
waged by women. I am not only here as a soldier
temporarily absent from the field at battle; I am here - and
that, I think, is the strangest part of my coming - I am here
as a person who, according to the law courts of my country,
it has been decided, is of no value to the community at all:
and I am adjudged because of my life to be a dangerous
person, under sentence of penal servitude in a convict
prison. So you see there is some special interest in hearing
so unusual a person address you. I dare say, in the minds of
many of you - you will perhaps forgive me this personal
touch - that I do not look either very like a soldier or very
like a convict, and yet I am both.

Now, first of all I want to make you understand the
inevitableness of revolution and civil war, even on the part
of women, when you reach a certain stage in the
development of a community's life. It is not at all difficult if


