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PREFACE.
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EVERY American, old or young, should become familiar
with the life of Washington; it will confirm their patriotism
and strengthen their loyalty. Such a character will become
an inspiration to them, eliciting nobler aims, and impelling
to nobler deeds.

Washington himself wrote to his step-son, who was in
college:

"You are now extending into that stage of life
when good or bad habits are formed; when the mind
will be turned to things useful and praiseworthy or
to dissipation and vice. Fix on which ever it may, it
will stick by you; for you know it has been said, and
truly, 'The way the twig is bent the tree's inclined.'
This, in a strong point of view, shows the propriety
of letting your inexperience be directed by maturer
advice, and in placing guard upon the avenues
which lead to idleness and vice. The latter will
approach like a thief, working upon your passions,
encouraged, perhaps, by bad examples, the
propensity to which will increase in proportion to the
practice of it and your yielding. Virtue and vice
cannot be allied, nor can idleness and industry; of
course if you resolve to adhere to the former of
these extremes, an intimacy with those who incline
to the latter of them would be extremely
embarrassing to you; it would be a stumbling block



in your way, and act like a mill-stone hung to your
neck; for it is the nature of idleness and vice to
obtain as many votaries as they can....

"It is to close application and perseverance that
men of letters and science are indebted for their
knowledge and usefulness; and you are now at the
period of life when these are to be acquired, or lost
for ever. As you know how anxious your friends are
to see you enter upon the grand theatre of life with
the advantages of a finished education, a highly
cultivated mind, and a proper sense of your duties
to God and man, I shall only add one sentiment
before I close this letter and that is, to pay due
respect and obedience to your tutors, and
affectionate reverence for the president of the
college, whose character merits your highest
regards. Let no bad example, for such is to be met
in all seminaries, have an improper influence upon
your conduct. Let this be such, and let it be your
pride to demean yourself in such a manner as to
obtain the good will of your superiors and the love
of your fellow students."

Better advice than this was never given to a youth; and
to enforce it, we present in this volume the life and
character of the great man who so lovingly tendered it. By
employing the colloquial style, anecdotal illustration, and
thrilling incident, the author hopes more successfully to
accomplish his purpose.

In the preparation of this work the author has availed
himself of the abundant material furnished by Washington's



well-known biographers, Ramsey, Weems, Marshall, Sparks,
Bancroft, Irving, Everett, Custis, etc., together with the
anecdotes of his earlier and later life, found in eulogies,
essays, and literary articles upon his life and character, with
which the literature of our country abounds. Incident is
allowed to tell the life story of the subject. The incidents of
his boyhood and youth are particularly narrated, that the
achievements of ripe manhood may more clearly appear to
be the outcome of a life well begun. To such an example
parents and guardians can point with confidence and hope.

Believing that biography should be written and read so
as to assure a sharp analysis of character, thereby bringing
the real qualities of the subject to the front, and believing,
also, that the biographies of the noblest men only should be
written for the young, since "example is more powerful than
precept," the author sends forth this humble volume,
invoking for it the considerate indulgence of critics, and the
blessing of Divine Providence.

W. M. T. FRANKLIN, Mass.
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I

ANCESTORS AND BIRTH.
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MORE than two hundred years ago, when America was
chiefly inhabited by Indians two brothers, in England, John
and Lawrence Washington, resolved to remove hither. As
they were not poor, doomed to eke out a miserable
existence from a reluctant soil, it is supposed that politics
was the immediate cause of their removal. It was during the
reign of Cromwell, and he made it hot for his enemies. In
1655 a general insurrection was attempted, and the
vengeance of Cromwell descended upon the heads of all the



participants and not a few of their friends, making their land
an uncomfortable place for a residence. There is no
evidence that these brothers were engaged in the
insurrection; but there is quite sufficient proof that the
political situation was stormy, subjecting the Washington
family to frequent molestation.

Edward Everett says: "There is no doubt that the politics
of the family determined the two brothers, John and
Lawrence, to emigrate to Virginia; that colony being the
favorite resort of the Cavaliers, during the government of
Cromwell, as New England was the retreat of the Puritans, in
the period which preceded the Commonwealth."

We suspect that these brothers did not understand
Indians as well as they did Cromwell, or they would not have
been so willing to exchange the latter for the former.
However, English colonists had settled in the wilderness of
Virginia, and, possibly, some of their own acquaintances
were already there. They knew somewhat of that particular
portion of the new world, and what they knew was generally
favorable. Being young men, too, unmarried, intelligent,
adventurous and fearless, life in America appeared to them
romantic rather than otherwise. Be this as it may, John and
Lawrence Washington removed to this country in 1657, and
settled in Westmoreland County, Virginia.

One fact indicates that they belonged to a noble
ancestry. Lawrence was educated at Oxford University, and
was a lawyer by profession, and therefore was a young man
of rank and promise, while John was engaged in business
and resided on a valuable estate at South Cove in Yorkshire.
They were young men of brains and tact, fitted by natural


