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And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed
to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. And
I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne, and of the four
beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it
had been slain.-- Rev. 5:5-6

Introduction

The visions and revelations the apostle John had of the
future events of God's providence, are here introduced with
a vision of the book of God's decrees, by which those events
were fore-ordained. This is represented (Revelation 5:1) as
a book in the right hand of him who sat on the throne,
"written within and on the back side, and sealed with seven
seals." Books, in the form in which they were wont of old to
be made, were broad leaves of parchment or paper, or
something of that nature, joined together at one edge, and
so rolled up together, and then sealed, or some way
fastened together, to prevent their unfolding and opening.
Hence we read of the roll of a book Jer. 36:2. It seems to
have been such a book that John had a vision of here; and
therefore it is said to be "written within and on the back
side," i.e. on the inside pages, and also on one of the
outside pages, namely, that which it was rolled in, in rolling
the book up together. And it is said to be "sealed with seven
seals," to signify that what was written in it was perfectly
hidden and secret; or that God's decrees of future events
are sealed, and shut up from all possibility of being
discovered by creatures, till God is pleased to make them
known. We find that seven is often used in Scripture as the



