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Introduction

You probably know more about Korean than you think

you do. Maybe you own a Korean-made cellphone or car.
You may have had some Korean food or watched a
Korean film, and maybe you’'ve even heard something
interesting about Korea in the news. But if you want to
learn how to speak Korean, you're probably interested in
speaking and interacting with Korean people. Perhaps
you're doing business with a company in Korea, or
perhaps you’re planning to travel to Korea. Whatever the
case, Korean For Dummies will go a long way toward
helping you get a handle on the Korean language.

Some people say that speakers of different languages
perceive things differently. If that’s truly the case,
perhaps learning a bit of Korean will help you see things
the way a Korean does. Regardless of whether the
language changes your perception, however, Koreans
will perceive you differently when you try speaking some
Korean. Speaking their language will certainly give them
a good first impression! If you want to befriend people at
school, on the job, or while traveling, show them that
you’re not only interested in them, but also that you're
trying to understand and live by their culture.

Korean For Dummies helps you take those first steps
toward understanding some Korean and tells you about
some Korean mannerisms. As with anything, the first few
steps can be the hardest to take, but they’re worthwhile.



After you make some friends using the Korean that you
pick up from this book, you’ll know that learning Korean
is rewarding and fun!

About This Book

If you don’t like memorizing tables upon tables of
grammatical rules and declensions, or if you love it but
don’t have much time, this book is for you. Each chapter
is organized so that you can look up and say a little
something in the many situations that you may encounter
while shopping, traveling, eating, and so on.

Learn a few words and sentences as you go along
through this book, and surprise Koreans with a few well-
placed phrases. Pick up this book when you need it, and
flip through the sections that you find useful. Each
section has a few phrases and cultural pointers that are
meant to give Koreans a “Where did you learn that
from?” sort of reaction. And if you’re interested, you can
learn a few sentence structures that you can add to as
you become more comfortable with the language. The
chapters are structured so that you can take away the
bits that you need when you need them, so get ready to
learn by speaking a little bit at a time as opposed to
memorizing a whole lot at once.



Conventions Used in This
Book

I use a few conventions in this book to help your reading
go smoothly:

1 Web addresses appear in monofont.

1 Korean terms are in boldface to make them stand
out.

1 Korean words are spelled out phonetically, so that
you see how to pronounce them.

1 Definitions, which are shown in parentheses,
follow the phonetically spelled Korean words the first
time they appear in a section.

» Throughout the book, I give a nonliteral
translation of the dialogues and phrases and, when
necessary, I add a literal translation to help you
better understand not only the phrase that you're
saying, but also how and when to use it.

1 Degrees of politeness are very important in
Korean phrases. For important sentences, the formal
polite, informal polite, intimate, and plain degrees of
politeness are pointed out as necessary.

» Verb and adjective conjugations are given in the
following order: dictionary stem and informal polite
stem.

Anytime you’re learning a language, you want to
reinforce the material that you’re learning by putting



your lessons in the correct context. I use the following
elements to help you do just that:

i Talkin’ the Talk: These dialogues include bits
and pieces of material from each lesson. They put the
material in a daily context and show you the
situations in which they may happen. Each dialogue
has a brief introduction to the scenario in which the
conversation takes place and often includes cultural
tidbits. Each dialogue has the Korean words spelled
out phonetically so that you can see their English
pronunciations, so reading through them should be a
breeze. If they're not so easy to read at first, look for
dialogues that have a CD icon next to them — you
can listen to those dialogues on the CD that comes
with the book. In no time, you’ll get the hang of
speaking Korean!

1 Words to Know: On the blackboards in this
section, important words are highlighted for you to
have at your disposal. I include the informal polite
form of the verbs. (Chapter 2 has more information
on verb forms and their various endings.)

i Fun & Games: These sections include a few
exercises to help jog your memory and reinforce
what you learn in the chapter. The exercises help you
gauge your performance, so make sure you give
them a try.

Foolish Assumptions

Here are a few foolish assumptions that I made about
you while writing this book:



1 You don’t know much Korean aside from a phrase
or two that you picked up from films or from your
friends.

1 You're not planning to take a proficiency test any
time soon, nor are you trying to start translating
literature or begin interpreting. All you want to do is
learn a few bits of Korean here and there in order to
communicate with some Koreans around you.

1 You don’t want to wake up in a cold sweat after
memorizing tables upon tables of grammatical rules
and conjugations.

1 You want to have fun while learning Korean.



How This Book Is
Organized

This book is organized thematically into four parts and a
set of appendixes. Each part focuses on a particular
theme, such as shopping, introductions, or eating out at
a restaurant.



