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Introduction

Hello! Welcome to Property Investing All-in-One For

Dummies, your launch pad to realising your ambitions in
the wonderful world of bricks and mortar. Buying a
property is one of the most wallet-draining and stress-
inducing things you’re ever likely to do in life - and as a
property investor you might go through the process more
often than most - so the more clued up you are in
advance, the better prepared you'll be when a great
investment opportunity comes along.

About This Book

Property Investing All-in-One For Dummies gathers
information on the key areas you need to be aware of as
an investor - housebuying, finance, tax, renovation and
property improvement, becoming a landlord, managing
tenancies, making a profit, and the law. This book is your
one-stop shop for information about taking on the
property market and making sound investments through
buying, selling, renting, and renovating. Think of this
book as your first important investment.

We’ve written this book in a way that we hope you find

useful, easy to work your way around, and fun to read.

You'll wear many different hats as a property investor -
researcher, buyer, advertiser, bookkeeper, handyman,



landlord, salesman, and others besides - and this book is
overflowing with advice and information to help guide
you along through all those roles.

Property Investing All-in-One For Dummies draws on
information from these other For Dummies books
(published by Wiley) that you can refer to for greater
detail on the subjects we cover here:

¥ Buying and Selling a Home For Dummies (Melanie
Bien)

¥ Buying a Property in Eastern Europe For Dummies
(Colin Barrow)

v DIY & Home Maintenance All-in-One For Dummies
(Jeff Howell)

¥ Paying Less Tax 2006/2007 For Dummies (Tony
Levene)

¥ Renting Out Your Property For Dummies (Melanie
Bien and Robert Griswold)

Conventions Used in This
Book

To make your reading experience easier and to alert you
to key words or points, we use certain conventions in this
book:

¥ [talics introduces new terms, and explains what
they mean.



¥ Bold text is used to show the action part of
bulleted and numbered lists.

¥ Monofont is used to highlight Web addresses,
showing you exactly what to type into your computer.

Foolish Assumptions

This book brings together the essential elements of
knowledge that are essential for understanding the
world of property investment. As a consequence, to keep
the book down to a reasonable number of pages, we’ve
made a few assumptions about you (we hope you don’t
mind!). Maybe you’re someone who is:

¥ Harbouring great ambitions of becoming a
property tycoon but have yet to take the first step

¥ Looking to rent out a second home but don’t know
where to look for advice

¥ Lured by the potential rewards of becoming a buy-
to-let landlord but unaware of the legalities involved

If any (or all) of these assumptions accurately describe
you, or if you just want to gain a better understanding of
the world of property investment, you’ve come to the
right place!

What You’re Not to Read



You can read this book whichever way suits you best. You
can go from cover to cover, or hop, skip, and jump
through reading the sections that interest you the most.
You can also glean plenty of information from this book
without reading the sidebars (the grey boxes) - the detail
in our sidebars is interesting but not crucial to
understanding the rest of the book’s content.



How This Book Is
Organised

We’ve divided Property Investing All-in-One For
Dummies into six separate books, and this section
explains what nuggets of information you’ll find in them.
Each book is broken into chapters tackling key aspects of
property investing and the things you’ll need to be aware
of. The table of contents gives you more detail of what’s
in each chapter, and we’ve even included a cartoon at
the start of each part, just to keep you smiling.



Book I: Housebuying Basics
and the Law

Book I is the one most people will want to start with, and
takes you down the long and winding road of buying a
property to start with. This Book helps you navigate the
tricky waters of viewing properties, making offers,
buying at auction, and conveyancing, and takes a look at
researching European property markets.



Book II: Finance, Tax, and How
to Organise Them

Practically no-one escapes the tax inspector’s net, and
this Book is designed to help you get your taxes right as
a property investor. Here you can also find help in
working out which mortgages work best for you, and
some handy hints about being a good recordkeeper.



Book lll: Renovating a
Property

Book III is primarily about carrying out work on your
property yourself, but offers advice on when to consult
the professionals, too. When undertaking serious
renovation work, many things need to be considered.

This Book shows you the way.



