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Introduction

BuddyPress allows users to create their own social
community on their Web site. BuddyPress entered the
scene and began to gain attention in the blogging
community during the summer of 2008, and brought a
suite of plugins and add-ons to the very popular blogging
platform, WordPress. Today, anyone can host a social
community on their own Web site through the combined
use of WordPress and BuddyPress. The really good news
is that you can accomplish this on your own Web site for
the cost of exactly nothing. BuddyPress is free, open-
source software that you can download, install, and begin
building your own social community on the Web today.
Whoever said, “nothing in life is free” hasn’t met the folks
behind the BuddyPress and WordPress software
development!

Social communities on the Web are all the rave today.
They started with sites like MySpace (www.myspace.com)
and Facebook (www.facebook.com), where people can go
to the Web site, join, and immediately start connecting
with other people who share similar interests, hobbies,
ideas, and talents. These communities allow you to share
photos, music, videos, news, information, and even
personal anecdotes about you and your life. You're able to
network with other people from around the world who
share the same interests as you through searching for
them, joining groups and discussion forums, and then
creating friendships so that you can keep track of and
stay in touch with the people you’ve met. Social
communities are an event on the Internet in a room that’s
never empty and in which the party never ends.



http://www.myspace.com/
http://www.facebook.com/

BuddyPress isn’t a stand-alone program; it requires the
use of the WordPress software. This means that you have
to be running WordPress on your Web site before you can
add the BuddyPress component. WordPress is an insanely
popular (and free) blogging platform that’s open source,
easy to install, and used to power the content
management of your Web site. After you install
WordPress, you can add BuddyPress and start building a
community. As you'll find in the pages of this book,
BuddyPress is easy to install and gets your site up and
running in a very short amount of time.

Niche communities are popping up all over the Web.
These communities encourage social groups that focus on
specific topics, ideas, and talents to share information
and enable community members to network with
oneanother, regardless of geographical location. By using
BuddyPress on aWordPress-powered site, the possibilities
of social networking on the Internet are endless! Political
groups, environmental groups, businesses large and
small, knitting groups, bowling groups, sports groups . . .
any special interest group of any kind can build a
community space on the Web where people with the
same interests can connect, discuss, and share.

BuddyPress, with WordPress, gives you several features
that will make your community very attractive to visitors
and members, including the following:

Extended Profiles: Members can fill in bits of
information that let other members of the
community get to know them better.

Avatars: Members can upload a photo of
themselves to display on their profile and various
areas of the community.



Friends: Members can connect by sending and
accepting friendship requests and creating a list of
friends within your community.

Private Messages: Members can send and
receive private messages from their friends within
your community.

Activity Streams: A display of all your activity
within the community, such as comments, blog
posts, friendships, wire posts, and group activity.

Blog Tracking: A display of blog posts that a
member has made on his blog(s) within the
community.

Forums: Allows community members to create
and manage their own discussion forums.

Community Blogs: Using WordPress MU, users
are able to create and manage their own blog
within the community.

The really nice thing about the BuddyPress features is
that you can use only the ones you want. You don’t have
to use all the available features — you can disable the
ones you don’t think you'll need and use only the ones
you want. BuddyPress is flexible enough to help you
create and customize your own social community.

This book presents an in-depth look at the BuddyPress
platform and integrating BuddyPress into your existing
WordPress-powered Web site. | cover the basics of setting
up the WordPress software on your Web site as a
foundation;however, if you need more comprehensive
information on how to use WordPress, you might want to
pick up a copy of my other book, WordPress For
Dummies.



BuddyPress For Dummies, like all For Dummies books,
focuses on you, the user — in this case it focuses on how
you can build a social community on your Web site using
the WordPress platform. This book does not cover PHP or
MySQL programming, nor will it turn you into a WordPress
or BuddyPress developer (for that, you might want to pick
up The WordPress Bible by Aaron Brazell, published by
Wiley). What this book will do is take you step-by-step
through the process of installing, configuring, using,
customizing, and maintaining a BuddyPress community
on your Web site using all of the tools packaged within
the BuddyPress and WordPress software.

About This Book

This book covers all the important aspects of using the
BuddyPress platform to create a social community on
your WordPress-powered Web site, including

Registering a domain name, obtaining Web hosting,
and exploring the basic tools needed to manage
the WordPress and BuddyPress software on your
Web server.

Laying the foundation by installing and setting up
the WordPress software on your Web server.

Installing and configuring the BuddyPress software.

Setting up BuddyPress and configuring such
features as extended profiles, avatars, activity
streams, blog tracking, friendships, groups, forums,
and more!

Discovering profile fields and individualizing them
for your Web community.



Integrating blogs by using WordPress and the blog-
tracking component in BuddyPress.

Displaying community activity and searchable
directories for members, blogs, and groups within
your community.

Enabling and creating groups.

Finding tips and advice on running and managing a
large social community on your Web site, including
advice on customer service and technical support.

Finding and installing free BuddyPress themes.

Customizing BuddyPress themes by tweaking
existing free themes, or creating your own custom
BuddyPress theme from scratch.

Using BuddyPress widgets to add interactivity and
community navigation options for your visitors.

Understanding how to use BuddyPress plugins to
extend the functionality of your BuddyPress
community.

Integrating popular social media memberships in
your community, such as Twitter and Facebook.

Finding out how to obtain BuddyPress support and
assistance through community forums, groups, and
Web site resources.

Discovering real world examples of BuddyPress in
action to see how BuddyPress looks and functions.

Conventions Used in This
Book



Consistency is a good thing when you’re taking on the
task of learning new things. Throughout this book, you
can count on a consistent set of typography conventions
I’'ve used to help guide you through the information
presented:

When | ask you to type something on your
computer, you'll see the text | want you to type
printed in bold.

When | suggest a keyword or phrase that you may
want to type in a search engine, the keyword or
phrase is printed in Jjtalics.

Text that appears in this special font is sure to
be a URL (Web address), e-mail address, filename,
folder name, or snippet of code.

When | feel the need to define a word that | think
you might not be familiar with, the word appears in
italic text to let you know that | go on to define it
next.

What You Are Not to Read

BuddyPress For Dummies is meant to assist and guide
you through the mechanics of using and setting up
BuddyPress and the various features of the BuddyPress
platform on your Web site to build your successful social
community. It isn’'t meant to be read from cover to cover.
Rather, the information is organized in a logical order and
presented in such a way that you can jump from one
section to another to enable you to take what you need,
and leave the rest for your neighbor.



Although this book doesn’t contain extensive coverage of
the WordPress platform, Wiley Publishing offers two books
that comprehensively cover the use of WordPress.
WordPress For Dummies, by (yours truly) Lisa Sabin-
Wilson, focuses on the beginner-to-intermediate level
WordPress user; and the WordPress Bible, by Aaron
Brazell, goes in-depth on WordPress development,
including plugin and theme development with the more
advanced WordPress user in mind.

Visit the Table of Contents to discover the content
covered in this book and flip to the pages that discuss the
topic you need the most assistance with. For example, if
you need the basics on setting up the WordPress
foundation of your Web site, be sure to read Chapters 2
and 3, but if you already have WordPress set up on your
Web server, you can skip Chapter 2.

If you need more of an introduction to the BuddyPress
platform, be sure to read Chapter 1; then move on to Part
Il to discover the steps you take to set up the software
and begin configuring the available options and features.

If you want to customize your BuddyPress-powered site
with a really cool visual design and layout, then make
sure you head to Part IV, “Customizing BuddyPress,” in
which you discover the default BuddyPress themes and
information on how to customize the themes with HTML
and CSS.

In a nutshell, you're safe to take what you need from this
book and apply your new knowledge to your BuddyPress
community. Then pass on your new found knowledge to
your friends and wow them with your supreme geekiness!



Foolish Assumptions

| try not to make assumptions about people I've never
met; however, for the purpose of this book, | have made a
few assumptions about you:

You have access to a computer — PC or Mac, this
book covers both.

Your computer has access to the Internet.
You know how to type on a keyboard.

You have a basic understanding of what blogs are
and how they work.

You know what WordPress is and have some basic
experience with using the platform to run and
maintain a blog or Web site on the Internet.

I’'ve also assumed that you have a big interest in learning
how you can create and maintain a social community on
your Web site using the BuddyPress platform. If I'm right
on that assumption, then you are definitely in the right
place!

How This Book Is
Organized

BuddyPress For Dummies is organized into 6 parts that
encompass 17 chapters of information you need to know
in order to use the BuddyPress platform.



Part I: Introducing BuddyPress gives you an
introduction of the BuddyPress platform and the
advantages you will find in using it to build a social
community of users on your Web site. In this part,
you discover the tools you need to run BuddyPress
on your Web site, including domain registration,
obtaining a Web hosting provider, and using FTP
(File Transfer Protocol) to transfer the necessary
software files. Additionally, this part introduces you
to the basics of the WordPress MU software
requirements that need to be in place before you
can install the BuddyPress platform on your Web
site. This part also includes a basic run through of
the WordPress dashboard and options, once you
have WordPress installed and running on your Web
server,

Part 1l: Getting Up and Running with
BuddyPress introduces you to the methods of
installing BuddyPress on your WordPress-powered
site: auto-installation with the WordPress plugin
installer, or manual installation with BuddyPress by
downloading the software and using FTP to upload
it to your Web server. This part gives you a full
understanding of the directory structure of the
BuddyPress software files. In this part, you
configure BuddyPress, set up the components you
want to use within your social community, and set
up the profile fields for your community members.

Part 1ll: Understanding BuddyPress Features
takes you through all the exciting BuddyPress
features that will make your social community a
smashing success with your visitors. You explore
how your users will benefit from such features as
community registration, extended profiles and
avatars, friendships, private messages, activity



streams, community blogs, searchable directories,
groups, and forums.

Part IV: Customizing BuddyPress introduces
you to BuddyPress themes and template tags that
you can use to create a visual display that is
individualized and unique to your community.
Although BuddyPress comes bundled with nicely
designed default themes to get you going right
away, you’ll find information on basic CSS and
HTML that will help you tweak an existing free
BuddyPress theme that you are using, or help you
create your own custom theme. This part also
takes you through the differences between the
BuddyPress Home theme and the BuddyPress
Member theme.

Part V: Extending BuddyPress gives you the
opportunity to explore how you can add different
features to your BuddyPress community through
third-party plugins developed by BuddyPress and
WordPress community members. This part
introduces you to the methods of finding,
downloading, installing, and using BuddyPress
plugins on your Web site. Additionally, this part
also shows you how you can integrate other
popular social network sites and communities (say
Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube) in your own
BuddyPress-powered community.

Part VI: The Part of Tens is a staple in all For
Dummies books. This Part of Tens explores real
world examples of BuddyPress implementations on
the Web so you can see how others are using the
software to run successful communities. This part
also explores some popular BuddyPress plugins and
themes that will help you extend your BuddyPress



site and create a community that will receive rave
reviews from your members!

The Appendix covers some information for the true
geeks out there! BuddyPress gives you the chance
to use cutting-edge versions of their software
before it releases to the public. This Appendix
covers where to find a program called SVN
(Subversion) to update your BuddyPress version to
the latest cutting-edge (Beta) version.

Icons Used in This Book

Throughout this book, you can’t miss the little icons that
appear in the margins that spotlight certain points | want
to emphasize. They highlight items you need to
remember, warnings you need to be aware of, technical
advice, and “how-tos” or tips that | think will really help
you on your way. Here’s what to expect when you see
these icons throughout the pages of this book.

4

@ This icon appears next to information that | think
you'll find very useful — advice and gems of
information that I've discovered in my experiences
with the BuddyPress software.

i
T Wb,
N

@) This icon looks like a little bomb for a reason! You
definitely need to pay attention to these items
because they contain information on things you
should be doing — or not doing — when setting up
and using the BuddyPress software.



Fary

m This icon flags important points that | want you to
remember while you set up and use your
BuddyPress/WordPress-powered Web site. When | use
this icon, | want you to read it two or three times and
brand it into your brain forever and ever.

e
&/ |et's face it, building Web sites, blogs, and social
communities is kind of a geeky adventure. | use this
icon to point out some technical mumbo jumbo — the
sort of technical information that geeks love — that
might be helpful while you set up your social
community empire.

]
!

Where to Go From Here

| think I’'ve gone on enough to give you a good
understanding of what this book contains — it’s time to
get started! This book is a handy reference guide that
contains information, tips, ideas, concepts, and tools that
you need to start using BuddyPress. As | mention in the
“What You Are Not to Read” section, thumb through the
Index or the Table of Contents to find the sections that
you feel will be most helpful to you. You can find this
book’s Cheat Sheet online at
www.dummies.com/cheatsheet/buddypress.
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Part |
Introducing BuddyPress

The 5th Wave _

B RTEN o ke

By Rich Tennant

T —

“Pasically, it’s a car-chasing network, but it's
also much more, We discuss mail carriers,
UPS drucks, vacuum cleaners.,.”

In this part .. ..

If you’'re ready to start building your own social
community on the Web, you’'re in the right place! This
part introduces you to the wonders of the BuddyPress
platform and the WordPress blogging platform that
you build your BuddyPress community on. | tell you
all about social communities, why you want to
include one on your Web site, how to lay the
WordPress foundation required to begin the magic
and give you a tour through the WordPress dashboard
to make sure you can find your way around.



