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Preface

The idea of urban sustainability has experienced important transformations in the
past decades. The emphasis on eco-cities and the low carbon agenda due to climatic
challenges is increasingly combined with the rise of smart cities. Sustainable
urbanism, thus, re-emerges in an upscaled fashion to engulf smart cities and
innovative technical solutions embracing information and communication tech-
nology or ICT. The initial driver was to work towards service and resource use
efficiency at a smaller scale, but the concept of the smart city has developed from
this original ambition to one that applies to entire cities and urban areas, and no
longer just the transportation system or buildings. Modern applications involve
increasingly greater connectivity or integration, with the involvement of multiple
stakeholders and city components. The smart city is based on automation and
monitoring by sensors and Big Data collection, which are used to improve per-
formance and to inform governance. This transformation, however, raises new
critical questions, including whether smart sustainable cities become too techno-
cratic in actual operation, but also with regard to citizen involvement in such a
technologically automated environment. Moreover, problems that are associated
with cybersecurity and the use of Big Data, including personal privacy—and
ultimately democracy—need to be addressed. This brief reviews these important
contemporary concerns. It also discusses the degree to which smart cities function
to improve the quality of life for urban citizens and their role in enacting the ‘simple
life’ concept for sustainable urban development.
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