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FOREWORD

Is it really that difficult to learn Chinese? Isn't it possible that there's a
fun and simple way to study it? The answer is yes (to the last question, of
course!), a definite yes. With this book, you are going to realize learning
Chinese is not the tiber-difficult task it is often thought to be.

This new method you're holding in your hands is both simple and
effective. The Chinese language is written in characters stringed
one next to the other without any spaces, but that is not to say that
every character is a word, or even that every character has a meaning.
Identifying the different words in a sentence can be a very difficult task,
and it certainly is for the beginner. To solve this problem, we've designed
a system of bilingual texts and colored pointers.

The book is a short novel about the lives of some students at Binhai
University of Foreign Languages, in Tianjin, China. In reading the novel,
you will notice that the left page contains text in Chinese, while the right
page contains the same text, but in English. You will also notice that
sentences are numbered in both pages, and that all the words in the right
pages are underlined with various colors. You ought to read the right page
first, and then check the corresponding numbered sentence on the left page.
The colors under each English word tell you the meaning of the Chinese
word that is underlined with the corresponding color. Under the Chinese
characters you will find the phonetic guide, also in color corresponding to
the underlined characters. Whenever you see a word with black
underline, it means this element is NOT present in the sentence in the
other language. In this way, you have a Chinese text that you can

understand effortlessly and can repeat or listen to with ease.

The book includes a CD where you will hear all the texts in Chinese,
and there's an extra lesson that teaches correct pronunciation. The body of
the book is filled with simple explanatory notes, so your journey through
Chinese grammar can be as comfortable as possible.

Go ahead! Learn Chinese now! You'll be surprised how much you will
learn while having a good time reading this book.
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SECTION 1

On Chinese pronunciation

Chinese pronunciation can be challenging, particularly for a speaker of
Indo-European languages. However, it is not as hard as it may seem. By
mastering only a few principles, the English speaker will be able to make
herself understood in Chinese with relative ease.

For starters, we'll describe the phonetization system used in this
book, namely, $f% (pinyin). In the body of the book, you will find some
Roman alphabet letters below each Chinese character. Those letters are
a pronunciation guide for people unacquainted with the pronunciation of
Chinese characters (these include Chinese elementary and high-school
students), and are therefore called $}f 3% (phonetization). The {2 system
was developed in China mostly for its own use, and therefore the phonetic
value of some of the Roman letters is not the same as its value when
transcribing English.

The basic unit of the $jf% system is the syllable. A syllable, for the
purposes of this book, looks like a cluster of Roman letters and a diacritic
sign. A cluster is separated from every other cluster by spaces.

A syllable is composed of four parts: a consonantic head, a vocalic
nucleus, a consonantic ending, and a tone. Let's talk about these in a little
more detail.

Consonantic heads are what we would call consonants. They can’t be
part of a syllable by themselves, and they are at the beginning (the head)
of the syllable. The Chinese language has 23 of these consonantic heads.
Some are pronounced the same way they are pronounced in English,
namely, m, n, j, 1, s, and w, y, when they begin a word ("world", "young").
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Some are pronounced just a little differently, namely:

b is close in pronunciation to "p" in "compound"

p is close in pronunciation to "p" in "poor"

d is close in pronunciation to "t" in "content"

t is close in pronunciation to "t" in "tent"

g is close in pronunciation to "k" in "concur"

k is close in pronunciation to "c¢" in "couch"

q is close in pronunciation to "ch" in "change"

X is close in pronunciation to "sh" in "show"

sh is close in pronunciation to "sh" in "shark"
nan

zh is close in pronunciation to "j" in "jar"
ch is close in pronunciation to "ch" in "churn"

And one of them is a sound not usually produced by English speakers:h
sounds like an "h" sound with a little vibration added at the back of the
mouth. The quality of the vibration (but not the intensity) resembles the
vibration found when snoring.

It is important to mention that some syllables have no consonantic head.

Vocalic nuclei are what we know as vowels. The Chinese language has a
small set of vowels,

[P

a is close in pronunciation to the final “a” in “camera”
e is close in pronunciation to "u" in "fur"

i1s close in pronunciation to "ea" in "cheap"

o is close in pronunciation to "o" in "bond"

u is close in pronunciation to "0o" in "school"

i is close in pronunciation to "ou" in "youth"

11
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A few vocalic combinations (diphtongs or triphtongs) are possible:

combinations with a (ia, ua)
combinations with e (iie)
combinations with i (ai, ei, ui, uai)
combinations with o (ao, uo, iao)
combinations with u (iu, ou)

All combinations sound as they would in English, except for two, namely,

ui sound like "uei" or the English word "way"
iu sound like "io" in the English word "kiosk"

On top of this, when placed after the vocalic nucleus "o" there’s no
consonantic ending, the sound changes a bit:

o in final position sound like the combination"uo".

Consonantic endings are consonants that can appear after the nucleus.
Mandarin Chinese has only two:

n, pronounced like the "n" in "din",
ng, pronounced like the "ng" in "gang".

Tones are the most difficult feature of the Chinese tongue for speakers of
Indo-European languages. The tone is a certain stamp in pitch and volume
that distinguishes syllables with the same consonantic and vocalic values.
Every syllable in Chinese has a tone. In writing, it is shown by a diacritic
sign on top of the Roman letters. Mandarin Chinese has four tones:

* First tone ( 44 ma ) flat tone, resembles the sound of a bell,
* Second tone ( ¢ lai ) rising tone, resembles the sound of a
question (like “really" in "Really? This present is for me?")

* Third tone ( 47 g¢i ) falling-rising tone, resembles the sound

13
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of a rethorical- sarcastic question (like the word "really" in
"Really? Do you expect me to believe that?"),

* Fourth tone ( Z:qu ) falling tone, resembles the English
syllabic stress.

There is a fifth tone, that is left unshown (there is no diacritic sign on
top of the Roman letters). Its value changes according to the preceding
tone, a subject matter that would take a lot of pages to describe. Mastery
of'the tones is critical in Chinese speaking. Pay attention to them from the
beginning and you will reap a bounty of benefits.

15
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