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For Sudan, the last male northern white rhino, who, unlike so many other
rhinos, was fortunate enough to pass away peacefully, in the company of loving
[riends and carers.

Sudan 1972-2018. Copyright Daniel Stiles

A great many animals and plants on our planet are, like northern white rhinos,
threatened with extinction, even though their future is not quite so bleak. So, the

author pledges 80% of all her income from the sales of this book shall go to
protecting these animals and plants.



Preface

Elephants and rhinos are in trouble; they need your help. Poaching and illegal
trade in ivory and rhino horn have caused their numbers to plummet, and it
is debatable whether sustainable use in these commodities is now viable as
some species and populations are teetering on the brink of extinction. In
recent years, organized crime has not been slow to take advantage of the
opportunities offered by skyrocketing prices for elephant ivory and rhino
horn, bringing with it death and destruction to both animals and the people
who protect them. Law and its enforcement have never been more
important.

In this book, I have tried to explain what has gone wrong and how we are
trying to put things right. The story, which is made up of material from a great
many sources, each footnoted to show its origin and linked together by a
guiding narrative, is complicated, so sections signpost the route. You do not
need to read the footnotes to follow the story, but I have made them easier to
use by adapting OSCOLA. All the material has been selected by me, and
although I have done my best to produce as accurate and rounded a picture as
possible, if T have failed, I apologize.

People power and the results achieved by working together form a key ele-
ment, and now that the United Nations has recognized the seriousness of the
situation and votes have been taken in the UN General Assembly, it is encour-
aging to see so many countries keen to face the challenge and try to bring an
end to such a cruel and unnecessary trade.

Whether you live in a producer country (e.g. South Africa or Namibia) or
a consumer country (e.g. China or Viet Nam), you can see where the prob-
lems have arisen and how they are gradually being overcome, because so many
people care about these iconic animals, care that elephants and rhinos are
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viii Preface

teetering on the edge of extinction and are determined to save them. This
book will give you some ideas about how it is being done.

This continues to be a fast-moving story, so a line was drawn not to include
most of the reports published after October/November 2018.

Preston, Lancashire, UK Bridget Martin
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Map 1 Southern African Range States showing how difficult it is to keep the borders
secure from poachers. Some of the national parks are marked, as is the Lilongwe
Pipeline. Copyright Maxwell Boardman
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Map 2 Central and Eastern African countries, again showing some of the national
parks and the problem of securing borders from crime gangs. Copyright Maxwell
Boardman

Map 3 China and its neighbours. Copyright Maxwell Boardman
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List of MAPS

Map 1 Southern African Range States showing how difficult it is to
keep the borders secure from poachers. Some of the national
parks are marked, as is the Lilongwe Pipeline. Copyright

Maxwell Boardman XXiX

Map 2 Central and Eastern African countries, again showing some
of the national parks and the problem of securing borders
from crime gangs. Copyright Maxwell Boardman XXX

Map 3  China and its neighbours. Copyright Maxwell Boardman XXX
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